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BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Financial Services
for every step!

From managing your current resources to taking 
the steps that lead to future business success, 

we provide the tools to make it happen!

Security products and/or insurance services are not insured by the FDIC, are not 
deposits or obligations of the bank, are not guaranteed and may lose value.

Checking & Savings
Deposit options for: 
Small Businesses 
Large Commercial Businesses
Nonprofit & Civic Groups
Municipalities

Treasury Management
A full suite of products to:  
Manage Receivables
Simplify Payables
Protect Your Funds

Financing
Traditional Loans
Lines of Credit  
SBA Loans
Municipal Financing

Insurance for 
All Business Needs
Property & Casualty
Employee Benefits
Workers’ Compensation
Cyber Risk
Surety Bonds

Commercial | Industry 
Insurance Programs
Construction
Manufacturing
Transportation 
Suppliers & Distributors
Agribusiness
Healthcare
Municipality
Nonprofit

Trust Services
Revocable Living Trusts
Charitable Trusts
Directed Trusts
Life Insurance Trusts
Special Needs Trusts
Estate Administration

Investment Services
Charitable Investments
Education Planning
Asset Management
Model Portfolios
Financial Planning

Ag Services
Farmland Sales / Auctions
Farm Management
Farmland Appraisals

www.firstmid.com

 

Regional  
Accomplishments  

 

Growing Our Workforce 
• Played a key role in professional  

expedited licensure directly  
impacting 110 professions for  
military and their spouses  

• Presented to over 30,000+  
individuals in the region promoting 
STEM workforce and technical  
careers through the Building  
Workforce2030  program 

Promoting Southwestern Illinois  
• Completed a regional marketing  

communications campaign to key  
internal and external economic  
development decision makers with  
regional partners  

• SITE Selection Magazine, a high  
profile magazine, EVP, Conway Inc./ 
Site Selection Magazine, Ron Starner  
visited and toured the Southwestern 
IL region 

• Consul of Economic Affairs for  
Consulate General of Japan in  
Chicago, Keidanren USA, and JETRO 
Chicago visited and toured the 
Southwestern IL region 

Fire chief/banker Cooper helps
keep engines running at First Mid
By DENNIS GRUBAUGH

The past year has brought no short-
age of fires for Steve Cooper. In his 
off hours, he’s fire chief of the Holiday 
Shores Fire Protection District. But 
during the weekday, he’s senior vice 
president of First Mid Bank & Trust in 
Edwardsville, where he’s been helping 
customers steer around a pandemic.

“It’s certainly been a unique year and 
it hasn’t been traditional banking,” he 
said, referring to his reliance on Zoom, 
phone and video. “But our customers 
faced those same challenges, and they put 
us all on a sustained learning curve.”

A lot of traditional loans were 
replaced by hundreds of hours 
spent processing Paycheck Protec-
tion Program loans, or PPP.

“We were able to help a lot 
of borrowers,” he said.

Despite the COVID-19 impact, the 
bank overall had a good year, he said.

“Most of that was based on established 
banking relationships and the heavy influx 
of PPP loans. Now, we have to work with 
our customers through the forgiveness 
process (of the PPP loans), which will take 
another couple of months to get done.” 

Then, it will be back to more tradi-
tional banking, “which is good, because 
our pipeline is picking up,” Cooper said. 

First Mid is now in the process of 
integrating with Providence Bank, a 
purchase that was officially completed in 
February. First Mid signs are now in place 
at those former Providence locations.

The new First Mid locations in-
clude Fairview Heights, St. Louis, St. 
Peters, Columbia, Jefferson City and 
Grapevine, Texas, among others.

“It’s a nice footprint, we’ll be able 
to serve those markets well,” Cooper 
said, noting that First Mid has a ro-
bust wealth management department 
and one of the largest bank-owned 
insurance agencies, First Mid Insur-
ance Group, in the state of Illinois.

“The new Providence customers will 
be introduced to our wealth management 
and insurance business lines and most 
importantly they’ll benefit from the ability 
to develop relationships with First Mid 
across their business needs. Our ability to 
go deep with products and services and 
the sheer size of First Mid will be evident 
to our new business customers,” he said.

The bank’s value is esti-
mated at $5.8 billion.

Cooper’s time with First Mid dates 
to its 2016 acquisition of First Cloverleaf 
Bank, where he began working in 2011. 
His career though began in 1989 as a 
16-year-old Edwardsville High School 
office occupations student with what was 
then Landmarks Bank of Madison County, 
then Magna Bank and then Union Planters 
Bank. He was there 11 years before going 
to work at the Bank of Edwardsville.

Cooper is first to say that he learned 
from a great generation of bankers in Mad-
ison County, among them John Fruit, Bob 
Wetzel, Tom Holloway and Dennis Terry.

“Four of the strongest com-
munity banker names that you 
can think of,” he said.

Early on, his career focused on mort-
gage and retail lending, but nowadays, 
he concentrates on commercial credit.

Along the way, Cooper got a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Economic 
Management from Southern Il-
linois University Edwardsville.

The 48-year-old grew up near 
Moro but has lived in Holiday Shores 
about 25 years. He and his wife 
Shauna have two children, 15-year-
old Kaylah and 11-year-old Brian.

When he’s not playing banker, the fire 
chief job keeps him busy, he said. Re-
cently he had to travel to Luverne, Minn., 
to pick up a new, $307,000 firetruck.

“I had to drive it home 10 and 
a half hours. It made for a couple 
of bouncy days,” Cooper said.

He added: “It’s my unpaid sec-
ond job, a labor of love.”

Contact Charlie Huelsmann:
chuelsmann@better-newspapers.com • 618-973-0414

Coming in July:
We’ll focus on the people, companies, and 

organizations making a difference across our 
region.

Local leaders will have the chance to tell the 
community what makes their businesses spe-
cial – from services, to products to employees.

Contact Charlie Huelsmann:
chuelsmann@better-newspapers.com • 618-973-0414


