
Ermin Velagic received an Associ-
ate’s of Science in Information Technol-
ogy from Ranken Technical College and 
holds several technical certifications 
and designations. He was previously an 
Associate Service Center Technician for 
TekSystems and assigned to Mercy Hos-
pital. Velagic is a resident of St. Louis. 

Hinrichs 
graduated with 
a Master in Ac-
countancy from 
The University 
of Missouri and 
is a Certified 
Public Accoun-
tant. Before 
this position, 
Hinrichs worked 
10-plus years for 

a public accounting firm where he was 
a tax manager and consultant. Hinrichs 
is a resident of Webster Groves, Mo. 

from project 
engineer to 
senior project 
engineer. Grant 
began his career 
with IMPACT 
in April 2017 
as an intern 
while attend-
ing Southern 
Illinois Univer-
sity Edwards-

ville. After graduating with a degree 
in construction management, Grant 
was hired in May 2018 as a full-time 
project engineer with a focus on 
multi-family facility construction. 

Travis Schwartz  has been pro-
moted from assistant project manager to 
project manager. Schwartz will take on 
increased project management respon-
sibilities for clients including St. Clair 
County Building Commission, U.S. 

Fairview 
Heights-based 
IMPACT Strate-
gies has pro-
moted three staff 
members and 
hired two others.

The com-
pany promoted 
Frank Malone 
from superinten-
dent to general 

superintendent. He will be responsible 
for safety, field personnel, project execu-
tion, quality control, and equipment. 

Malone has 20 plus years of expe-
rience in construction and field op-
erations. In his five years at IMPACT 
Strategies, he has worked on a variety 
of local projects including Hofbräuhaus 
St. Louis – Belleville and Altair at the 
Heights in Richmond Heights, Mo. 

Jordan Grant was recently promoted 
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IMPACT Strategies announces several personnel moves

Hinrichs

Capital Devel-
opment and Gi-
ant City Proper-
ties. Schwartz 
is a graduate 
of Southern Il-
linois University 
Edwardsville 
with a degree 
in construc-
tion manage-

ment and has been with IM-
PACT Strategies since 2017. 

IMPACT 
Strategies re-
cently expanded 
its team with 
the addition of 
Ermin Velagic 
as a computer 
support special-
ist and Derek 
Hinrichs as a se-
nior accountant. 

Malone Grant
Schwartz

Velagic

People in Business
Juneau Associates
adds Wilburn to team 

Juneau Associates, Inc., P.C. an-
nounced the addition of Rich Wilburn 
Jr. as senior water resources engineer.

Wilburn 
has more than 
27 years of 
experience in 
the engineering 
industry. He is a 
licensed Profes-
sional Engineer 
in both Illinois 
and Missouri. 
Wilburn has 
extensive experi-
ence in the plan-

ning, design and management of water and 
wastewater projects, including hydraulics 
and hydrology, culvert and storm sewer 
analysis and design, stormwater manage-
ment and permitting, etc. He received his 
B.S. in Civil Engineering from Univer-
sity of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.

Wilburn is responsible for waste-
water collection, water distribution, 
permitting, hydraulics and hydrol-
ogy, and land development design.

With offices in Granite City, Ed-
wardsville, Chicago and St. Louis, 
Missouri, Juneau Associates provides 
professional engineering design, land 
surveying, and construction engineering 
services for public and private clients 
throughout Illinois and Missouri

West Star tabs avionics
technical sales manager

West Star Aviation named Jim Ellis as 
new avionics technical sales manager at its 
East Alton facility. He will work directly 

with the avionics 
sales and techni-
cal teams to 
provide support 
to current and 
new customers.

Ellis has 
more than 26 
years of avion-
ics experience, 
formally serv-
ing as avionics 
senior crew chief 
and serving 

Air Force and Illinois National Guard. 
He has an associate degree in electronic 
technology, as well as specialized train-

ing including AET Aircraft Electronics 
Technician Certification, FCC license, 
SD AeroIT Certification, and is a Das-
sault Engineering Services Fly By Wire 
Software Load and Certified Inspector. 

West Star Aviation specializes 
in the repair and maintenance of air-
frames, engines and APUs, avionics 
installations and repair, major modifica-
tions, interior refurbishment, exterior 
paint, accessory services and parts.

Valley agency alliance
hires service coach

Valley Insurance Agency Alli-
ance, a family of nearly 150 indepen-
dent insurance agencies in Missouri 
and Illinois, recently hired Thomas 
“TJ” McCoy IV as a service coach. 

McCoy will work with the alliance’s 
development 
team to achieve 
technology and 
revenue goals. 
He will train 
new and existing 
team members 
on best practices 
for all property 
and casualty 
insurance issues 
including cover-

ages, claims, carriers and processes.
Prior to joining VIAA, McCoy served 

as a personal lines account manager and 
producer at a local insurance agency. He 
earned his Bachelor of Science degree 
in Business Administration from Marian 
University in Fond du Lac, Wisc. Mc-
Coy holds licenses for both life insur-
ance, as well as property and casualty 
insurance. He is actively involved in 
the community and is a member of the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation Gateway 
Chapter for Tomorrow’s Leaders.

 
HSHS Medical Group 
adds neurologist

HSHS Medical Group welcomed 
Ada Uzo-Okereke, MD, neurologist, 
to its medical team at HSHS Medi-
cal Group Multispecialty Care - St. 
Elizabeth’s, located at 3 St. Elizabeth’s 
Blvd., Suite 5000, in O’Fallon, Ill. 

Uzo-Okereke provides general neurol-
ogy care and diagnoses and treats condi-
tions including headaches, dementia, 
seizures, epilepsy and multiple sclerosis.  

She earned her Bachelor of Science 

in Biological 
Sciences from 
the University of 
California Irvine 
in Irvine, Calif. 
She received her 
medical degree 
from More-
house School 
of Medicine in 
Atlanta. She 
performed a neu-

rology residency and epilepsy fel-
lowship at Washington University 
School of Medicine in St. Louis. 

She is a member of the Alpha 
Omega Alpha Honor Medical Soci-
ety, American Academy of Neurology, 
American Neurological Association 
and American Epilepsy Society.

VP named for
Midwest BankCentre

Tasha Pettis-Bonds has joined Mid-
west BankCentre as vice president of 
community engagement and business de-

velopment. She 
reports to Wes 
Burns, senior 
vice president 
of community 
and economic 
development. 

Pettis-Bonds 
has more than 20 
years of busi-
ness, retail and 
mortgage bank-
ing experience 

in St. Louis, central Illinois and Chicago. 
She supports the bank’s mortgage, com-
mercial, small-business and retail teams in 
collaborating with faith-based organiza-
tions and nonprofits to advocate for equity 
in underserved communities and build on 
existing community strengths. She also 
provides tools and resources for financial 
education and empowerment through 
community partnerships. Her focus aligns 
with the bank’s five-year, $200 million 
commitment to help people in underserved 
communities buy homes, start or scale 
businesses, and transform neighborhoods.

Pettis-Bonds most recently 
served as the executive director of 
the Urban League of Metropolitan St. 
Louis’ Women’s Business Center.

Bombardier project
manager named

West Star Aviation promoted 
Mark Bozada to Bombardier project 
manager at its East Alton facility. 

Bozada has 
been with West 
Star since 2014, 
moving through 
the AMT ranks 
up to a lead spot 
in 2019. He grad-
uated from Linn 
State Technical 
College with his 
A&P license.

“Mark has shown great initiative and 
we’re excited that he will be continu-
ing to contribute his skills and expertise 
to the team,” said Scott Koehler, senior 
manager of project management at the 
operation at St. Louis Regional Airport.

Investment advisor adds
VP of client relations

Independent investment advisor Ter-
ril & Co. in St. Louis has added Wendy 
Hershey in the newly created position of 

executive vice 
president of cli-
ent relationships.

In that capac-
ity, Hershey, 
51, will co-
advise clients 
with company 
founder, Joe 
Terril, as well 
as oversee firm 
processes and 
service to en-

hance the client experience.
Prior to joining Terril, the 25-

year industry veteran was an execu-
tive director with the St. Louis of-
fice of J.P. Morgan Private Bank.  

Among multiple profes-
sional designations, Hershey is a 
chartered financial analyst.

She holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Wesleyan University, Middletown, 
Conn., and an MBA in finance from 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn.  

Send People in Business items 
to Editor Dennis Grubaugh, 
dgrubaugh@ibjonline.com.
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