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Lewis and Clark’s YouthBuild Program awarded $1.1 million  

Lewis and Clark Community College YouthBuild students practice 
woodworking at the Scott Bibb Center in Alton. 

Intersect Illinois has new CEO, working on Downstate efforts
Intersect Illinois, a statewide eco-

nomic development organization 
focused on bringing businesses to Il-
linois, named a new CEO and added a 
Downstate director this past month.

Dan Seals, who came aboard Sept. 9, 
will guide the organization in its mission 
to bring jobs and investment to Illinois by 
collaborating with state government, in-
dustry, academic, civic and other partners.

The Illinois native was appointed by 

the governor. He succeeds Alya Adamany 
Woods, who has led the organization as 
the acting CEO and COO since August 
of 2019 and left for the private sector.

As Seals focuses on the state’s diverse 
industries and communities as a whole, 
Intersect also announced the addition of 
Robert Stephan as the newly-created vice 
president of Downstate Relations, based 
in Alton. Stephan, an Illinois native, will 
draw on his business background and his 

network Downstate to expand Intersect’s 
reach and enhance business attraction 
efforts throughout Southern Illinois.

Intersect Illinois helps companies and 
communities navigate the site selection 
process, providing data for informed 
location and expansion decisions and con-
nections to partners. In partnership with 
the Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity, Intersect Illinois 
generated nearly 60 business attraction 

and expansion projects in 2020. Overall, 
statewide business development efforts 
have helped usher in 331 company expan-
sions and relocations throughout last year, 
generating over $4.2 billion in investment 
and more than 15,000 jobs for the state.

Seals comes to Intersect from his 
position as a director at the American 
Medical Association, where he led both 
domestic and international marketing for 
a large portfolio of business services.

U.S. Department of Labor has 
awarded Lewis and Clark Commu-
nity College in Godfrey $1,100,523 
for its YouthBuild program as part of 
an initiative to help youth ages 16-24 
train for employment in construc-
tion and other in-demand industries. 

“This is huge for us and the contin-
ued success of our wonderful YouthBuild 
program,” said L&C Adult Education 
Outreach Coordinator Jill Dupy. “This 
funding will not only make a tremen-
dous impact on the lives of our students 
on the path to well-paying, in-demand 
jobs, but also will fulfill a great need 
in our community’s workforce.”

YouthBuild grants support a pre-
apprenticeship model to help young 
people learn valuable occupational 
skills. Students split their time between 
workplace training and the classroom, 
where they earn their high school di-
ploma or equivalency degree and pre-
pare for postsecondary opportunities. 
L&C’s YouthBuild program is located 
at the Scott Bibb Center in Alton. 

“YouthBuild meets young people 
where they live, and wherever they are on 
their path to educational attainment and 
career success,” said Principal Assistant 
Secretary of Labor for Employment and 
Training Suzi LeVine. “Even as these 
grants are awarded, the Employment and 
Training Administration is working on 
the next YouthBuild funding opportunity, 
always with an eye to equity and inclu-
sion in terms of the communities involved, 
and the individual participants served.”

The grant is part of an $89 million 
U.S. Department of Labor initiative 
distributed to colleges in 31 states and 
Puerto Rico. L&C was one of only five 
schools in Illinois to earn the funding. 

LCCC’s YouthBuild Program is also 
known as Building Futures YouthBuild. In 
addition to construction, the program of-
fers training in transportation, distribution 
and logistics, as well as computer careers. 

To learn more, visit www.lc.edu/
YouthBuild or contact Sabrina Davis 
at (618) 468-4150 or sdavis@lc.edu.


