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Parenting 101
“At the end of the day, the 

most overwhelming key to a 
child's success is the positive 
involvement of parents.” – 
Jane D. Hull

“Hear,  my son,  your 
father's instruction, and 
forsake not your mother's 
teaching, for they are a 
graceful garland for your 
head and pendants for your 
neck.” – Bible (Proverbs 
1:8-9)

Joe, a young teenage boy, 
was hurting.  His girlfriend 
had just broken up with him, 
and he felt like his world had 
come to an end.  As he sat 
in front of the TV he tried 
to keep from crying.  His 
father noticed his behavior 
and asked what the problem 
was.  He tried to tell his fa-
ther about breaking up with 
his girlfriend but his father 
belittled him, even made fun 
of him, and told him just to 
get over it.

Thinking back on my teen 
years, as long ago as that 
was, I sympathize with Joe.  
At that age, relationships are 
all-important and problems 
in boy-girl relationships can 
be especially traumatic. Mrs. 
Leia Joseph, parent, teacher, 
and crisis counselor for teens, 
says the “one over-arching 
theme that greatly helps or 
hinders teens is their percep-
tion of love and support from 
their parents.”  She highlights 
six principles she has learned 
along the way.

 • Be relational, 
but not their best friend.  God 
has created us for relation-
ships.  He created us to love 
Him and to love one another.  
Young people want relation-
ships, but they are also very 
sensitive to the progress of 
those relationships.  They are 
not sure of themselves and 
can be easily hurt.  Quoting 
Mrs. Joseph, “[Your children] 
don’t want you to treat them 

like a best friend; they need 
you to be their parent…. And 
they need a different kind of 
parent than when they were 
10.” 

 • C o n v e y 
enjoyment of them. Even 
though we must be the dis-
ciplinarian at times, our 
children need to know that 
we not only love them, but 
we enjoy them.  We enjoy 
being with them. We can 
accomplish this by entering 
into their hobbies and inter-
ests.  

 • Understand 
the impact of technology.  
I grew up without a cell-
phone.  Communication was 
in person or on the phone.  
The internet and cellphones 
didn’t exist.  “Fast forward 
to today, and teens can inter-
act on screens in the privacy 
of their bedrooms at night 
while their parents sleep.… 
Seek to learn and understand 
the technologies your child 
is using and the mountains 
of temptation that face her 
and her peers.

“Further, you can begin 
to help them learn a healthy 
stewardship of their time 
and attention, which may 
carry them through college 
and beyond. Whether you 
specify a nightly time that 
your teen turns in electron-
ics, or monitor their usage 
through Covenant Eyes or 
some other protective ac-
countability program, teens 
need your help navigating 
the challenges that face them 
due to technology, particu-
larly in self-control.”

 • E x p e c t 
mistakes to occur.  Teens 
will make mistakes just like 
parents do.  We all live in a 
fallen world.  Sometimes we 
just have to let them fail. If 
the failure is also sinful in 
nature, we must work with 
our teens so they learn the 

difference between right and 
wrong without feeling con-
demned. As early as possible 
our children need to know 
there is an absolute, there is 
a right and wrong, and the 
Bible helps us determine the 
difference.

 • Care deeply, 
but care about other things 
too.  Parents have other in-
terests besides their children.  
Our children need to learn to 
respect our times away from 
them.  However, they also 
need to be assured that we 
will be there no matter what 
if they need us

 • Trus t  tha t 
God’s plan outshines your 
dreams. We want the best for 
our children, and that means 
leaving them in God’s hands.  
We pray and are the best 
parents we can be, following 
God’s plan.  However, our 
children have free will and we 
must “Be faithful by loving 
and caring for them today, and 
trust God to ultimately write a 
better story for your child than 
you could imagine.”

The Family & Marriage Co-
alition of Aiken, Inc. (FAM-
CO) was created to provide 
resources for you to succeed 
in your marriage and families. 
Roger Rollins, Executive 
Director, FAMCO, 803-640-
4689, rogerrollins@gmail.
com, http://www.aikenfamco.
com
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“to dethrone God and de-
stroy capitalism” Karl Marx 
explaining his object in life.

           This past week, 
Gallup published shocking 
results of a new poll (taken 
May 2-22), showing rising 
Godlessness in America. 
Though the poll showed 
the majority of Americans 
still believe in a Supreme 
Being, the percentage of 
Americans without that 
belief has dropped a whop-
ping 6% since 2017. The 
current 81% of believers 
is in contrast to the 90%+ 
of Americans believing in 
God up until 2011. Specifi-
cally, the polls showed this 
unbelief was almost exclu-
sively among Liberals and 
the young: “Conservatives 
and married adults have 
had essentially no change. 
The groups with the largest 
declines are also the groups 
that are currently least likely 

to believe in God, includ-
ing liberals (62%), young 
adults (68%) and Democrats 
(72%). Belief in God is high-
est among political conserva-
tives (94%) and Republicans 
(92%).” https://news.gallup.
com/poll/393737/belief-god-
dips-new-low.aspx?utm_
s o u r c e = a l e r t & u t m _
m e d i u m = e m a i l & u t m _
content=morelink&utm_
campaign=syndication This 
new poll reflects the influence 
of Marxist ideology on our 
young through many class-
rooms, and we can expect this 
to increase alongside growing 
acceptance of the socialism. 
Time is drawing short to re-
verse it.  Let me explain. 

        First, Karl Marx was 
not solely committed to end-
ing capitalism, but was even 
more committed to Godless-
ness as the predicate for his 
“utopian” socialist system. In 
summarizing his life work, 
Marx proclaimed that his ob-
ject was to “dethrone God, and 
destroy capitalism” https://

tifwe.org/the-four-twisted-
truths-of-marx/. The notable 
early Marxists like Lenin were 
equally vehement opponents 
of God. After the Bolsheviks 
took power in Russian and 
founded the Soviet Union, 
those Marxist leaders quickly 
created the “League of Mili-
tant Atheists” (also known as 
the “Society of the Godless”) 
with the motto: "Struggle 
against religion is struggle 
for socialism”.  Under Marx’s 
theories, religion was part of 
the superstructure upholding 
capitalism and the “original 
sin” of private property and 
must be dismantled. As famed 
author and anti-Soviet dissi-
dent Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 
said of Marxism: “the world 
had never before known a 
godlessness as organized, 
militarized, and tenaciously 
malevolent as that practiced 
by Marxism. Within the philo-
sophical system of Marx and 
Lenin, and at the heart of their 
psychology, hatred of God is 
the principal driving force, 
more fundamental than all 
their political and economic 
pretensions.” https://www.
nationalreview.com/2018/12/
aleksandr-solzhenitsyn-men-
have-forgotten-god-speech/  

           Alongside the un-
godliness, recent Polls also 
show support among young 
Americans for socialism is ris-
ing with increasing Godless-
ness, as occurred with early 
20th century Marxists. A June 
2021 The Hill article noted: 
“Fifty-four percent of Gen Z 
adults said they had a nega-
tive view of capitalism, while 
42 reported having a positive 
view…… The number of 
18- to 34-year-olds who have 
a positive view of capitalism 
also appears to be shrinking. 
Forty-nine percent said they 
had a positive view of capital-
ism and 46 percent said they 
viewed it negatively…... But 
two years ago, 58 percent 
said they viewed it positively, 
while 38 percent said they 
viewed it negatively.” https://
theh i l l . com/homenews /
campaign/560493-majority-
of-young-adults-in-us-hold-
negative-view-of-capitalism-
poll/  These numbers are not 
surprising, considering that 
even back in 2016 studies 
found that openly Marxist 
professors outnumbered con-
servative professors by a wide 
margin. https://www.aca-
demia.org/self-identifying-
marxist-professors-outnum-
ber-conservatives-as-college-
professors/. Conservatives, 
particularly Christians, are 
most likely to self-censor to 
avoid persecution in school 
by a wide margin. A multitude 
of articles have been written 
about the overwhelmingly an-
ti-Christian and anti-capitalist 
environment on college cam-
puses. As Senior Fellow at the 
Goldwater Institute Jonathan 
Butcher has described in his 
book “Splintered”, Marxist 
ideology has entered K-12 
education from our universi-
ties. According to Butcher, 

Marxism primarily came 
to American Universities 
through “Critical Theory” 
ideology of the Frankfurt 
school Marxists. Butcher 
writes “this distain (Ameri-
can laws, government, and 
capitalism society) has in-
filtrated K-12 schools (from 
university education depart-
ments influencing teach-
ers).” In Splintered, Butcher 
also described the connec-
tion of Critical Theory, in-

cluding Critical Race Theory, 
to Marxist ideology emanat-
ing from Frankfurt School 
Marxists.

       The 20th Century 
gave the world a chance to 
see the results of Marxism. 
Every country that attempt-
ed Marxism failed miser-
ably. Not only in Marxism’s 
catastrophic failures with 
economics, but destruction 
of life and freedom.  Over 
100 million are estimated 

to have died under Marxism 
during the 20th century, and 
that number doesn’t capture 
the level of suffering from 
lost property, lost freedom, 
and lost dignity. Important-
ly, religious citizens were 
crushed under Marxism, as 
Solzhenitsyn and many oth-
ers have made clear. In the 
few remaining Marxist states, 
religion remains the primary 
enemy of Marxist leaders. 
Thankfully, America stood 
strong throughout the Cold 
War and defeated Marxism 
through a strong faith in God 
and confidence in our free 
system.

 
          It’s time for Ameri-

cans, particularly those who 
came of age before the turn 
from God and freedom, to 
stem the tide. It is up to the 
older generations to help 
guide the younger to the fu-
ture of proven success, and 
away from the catastrophe of 
Godless Marxism. The time is 
short, as Marxism will reach 
a critical mass when it will 
be nearly impossible to stop. 
Let’s follow the admonition 
of our Lord from Proverbs 
14:34 that “Righteousness 
(Godliness) exalts a nation, 
but sin is a reproach to any 
people”.  Teach our young to 
get back to that exalted na-
tion, and condemn Marx and 
his attempts to dethrone God.

 

Marxism Dethroning God 
Through The Classroom 
Must Stop


