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Oklahoma City 
Mayor David 
Holt became 

the 36th mayor to serve 
Oklahoma’s capital city 
in 2018 when he was 
elected with 78.5 percent 
of the vote. 

Mayor Holt weighed in 
on the explosive growth 
that is happening in 
Western OKC, including 
the area between Yukon 
and Mustang. 

“I think any prospec-
tive resident of Oklahoma 
City is on the verge of 
making a smart choice,” 
Holt said last week. “Th is 

city off ers a unique com-
bination of quality of life 
and ease of living. OKC 
has all the diversity and 
cultural amenities you 
would hope to experience 
in a large American city, 
but you don’t have to 
spend all day in traffi  c 
and everything is more 
aff ordable. Th ere aren’t 
very many American cit-
ies off ering that unique 
combination right now. 
When you’re speaking 
specifi cally of west OKC, 
you have all those same 

general qualities, plus 
a lot of new, attractive 
housing and some neigh-
boring suburban commu-
nities that off er their own 
amenities to nearby resi-
dents. For some people, 
that’s exactly what they’re 
looking for. I would en-
courage any potential 
new resident to visit dif-
ferent parts of the city 
and see what feels right 
for them. We off er a lot 
of variety.”

What is it that is attract-
ing businesses to the area? 

In Mayor Holt’s opinion, 
“Th anks to MAPS and 
other investments, OKC 
is attracting people from 
around the country, and 
they have to live some-
where. It stands to reason 
that previously undevel-
oped parts of the city are 
going to see new hous-
ing and new businesses 
as a result of this overall 
growth. We’re seeing in-
fi ll in the core of the city 
as well, but people who 
move to OKC also like 
the opportunity for lots 

of space and new 
housing, and that 
can attract them to 
the undeveloped areas. 
Many parts of west OKC 
have been a blank canvas 
for a long time, and now 
people are painting their 
dreams on it. We think 
that’s great.

“We continue to be 
bullish on the overall 
economy of OKC, and 
west OKC is no diff erent. 
We’re seeing historically 
low unemployment and 
record sales tax checks. I 
think that will continue 
in the next year.”

Growth does not ex-
ist without some sort 
of correlated pain. Th e 
chief growing pain for 
the West OKC area is 
the ongoing roadwork. 
Th is roadwork, however, 
will ensure the quality of 
the roadways matches the 
quality of life in the area. 

“Road projects have 

some 
unique 

c h a l l e n g -
es in OKC,” the mayor 
said. “Th e number one 
challenge is our size – 
620 square miles. We’re 
one of the fi ve largest 
cities in the U.S. by 
land mass. You can fi t 
Manhattan, Boston, 
Chicago, Washington, 
Philadelphia and Miami 
inside the city limits of 
OKC at the same time. 
So we have the lane miles 
of six large cities but the 
taxpayers of one. Th ere 
simply isn’t enough 
funding to keep up with 
streets the way we’d like. 
Our choice to live so far 
apart has some benefi ts 
for our quality of life but 
it also has some real world 
economic costs. Having 
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“I think any prospective resident of Oklahoma City is 
on the verge of making a smart choice. When you’re 
speaking specifi cally of west OKC, you have all those 
same general qualities, plus a lot of new, attractive 

housing and some neighboring suburban communities 
that off er their own amenities to nearby residents.”

David Holt, Oklahoma City Mayor

See HOLT, page 25


