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OKC Police needing manpower OKC Police needing manpower 
more than new stationsmore than new stations

By Jacob Sturm
news@mustangpaper.com

There may not be plans 
for a new Police Sta-
tion in the west Okla-

homa City area, but that 
doesn’t hinder the OKC Po-
lice Department’s operations.

Sgt. Gary Knight, the As-
sistant Public Information 
Offi  cer with the OKC Police 
Department, said the location 
of the stations doesn’t mean 
much for the areas the offi  cers 
cover.
“Having a new station out 

there (west OKC) doesn’t re-
ally mean that there would 
be more offi  cers out there,” 
Knight said. “Th at’s just 
where offi  cer’s meet at the be-
ginning and end of their shift.”
“Right now, we have a fair-

ly new one out there already, 
our southwest briefi ng sta-
tion, which is out at 55th and 
South Portland, and then we 
just built a new hangar out 
there right beside it for our 
helicopter,” Knight said. “But 
as far as building a new physi-
cal station out there, there are 

no plans at this time that I’m 
aware of.”

Knight said the extra sta-
tions wouldn’t change the 
manpower, either. Th e crux 
of the OKC Police Depart-
ments current problem is 
the manpower on hand. 

Th at can impact numbers 
of patrol offi  cers in a given 
area, depending on the time 
of day and the staffi  ng lev-
els within the moment. 
Th e offi  cers have to devote 
more resources to specif-
ic areas of town, meaning 
others will inevitably have 
less. 

With that being the case, 
OKC police offi  cers still ad-
dress all areas of the city as 
needs arise. 
“We are always looking to 

hire more offi  cers,” Knight 
said.

Staff  levels fl uxuate month-
ly, with offi  cers retiring and 
academy’s graduating. In to-
tal, there are about 1,000 offi  -
cers in the force. Th at counts 
detectives, specialized units 
and more. Th e OKCPD is 
authorized up to 1,200-1,300 

o f -
f i - cers. 
“ Ju s t b e c a u s e 

they (people in the city) don’t 
have a briefi ng station in their 
neighborhood, doesn’t mean 
that they receive less atten-
tion than areas that do have a 
briefi ng station,” Knight said. 

“It’s the same number of man-
power… Th at wouldn’t make 
any diff erence, but we do ev-
erything that we can to not 
only address the crime needs 
in the community, but to 
partner with the community 
to help address crime.”

Construction underway for Construction underway for 
new HomeGoods locationnew HomeGoods location

By Van Mitchell
Staff  Writer

Construction is underway 
on a new HomeGoods, 
one of the nation’s 

leading off -price home décor 
retailers, at Czech Hall Market-
place, located off  Interstate 40, 
at North Czech Hall Road, in 
Oklahoma City.
“Th ere is a new 23,000-square 

foot HomeGoods store in Yu-
kon that is anticipated to open 
in the fall,” according to a state-
ment from the HomeGoods 
media offi  ce in Massachusetts.

HomeGoods operates more 
than 820 stores across the 
country and is a division of Th e 
TJX Companies, Inc., the lead-
ing off -price retailer of apparel 
and home fashions in the U.S. 
and worldwide.

Th e Yukon location is part 
of a development project by 
Sooner Investment of Oklaho-
ma City, which has built several 
HomeGoods stores, said Leland 
Clark, with Sooner Investment.

Clark has over 20 years of 
commercial real estate experi-
ence with SuperValu, Associ-
ated Wholesale Grocers and 
Snyder Drug Stores / Drug 
Emporium, analyzing and de-
veloping markets for grocery 
and drug stores. He has fi lled 
positions such as Market Ana-
lyst, Director of Real Estate and 
Vice President of Real Estate 
and Store Development. Since 
2004, he has been associated 
with the Sooner Investment 
group, involved with retail de-
velopment.
“We built a number of stores 

for the TJX Company through 
the years,” he said. “Th ey are in 
a lot of our shopping centers.”

As of January 30, 2021, the 
end of the company’s fi scal 
year, TJX operated a total of 
4,572 stores in nine countries, 
the United States, Canada, 
the United Kingdom, Ireland, 

Germany, Poland, Austria, the 
Netherlands, and Australia, 
and four e-commerce sites.

HomeGoods operates several 
locations in Oklahoma includ-
ing Tulsa, Edmond, Norman, 
and Stillwater.

Th e company recently intro-
duced its online store at Home-
Goods.com. Th e online store is 
a new destination for shoppers 
to discover a unique assortment 
of products, top brands, and 
décor ideas.
“We are excited to expand 

HomeGoods’ digital footprint 
so customers can shop when-
ever they’d like,” said Mark 
DeOliveira, President, TJX 
Digital US in a press release. 

“HomeGoods.com will provide 
a complementary experience to 
our stores, allowing shoppers to 
pair in-store purchases with on-
line fi nds to bring their vision 
to life.”

HomeGoods joins other new 
tenants at Czech Hall Market-
place including Pub W, and 
Neighborhood Jam.

“HomeGoods.com 
will provide a 

complementary 
experience to our 

stores, allowing 
shoppers to pair 

in-store purchases 
with online fi nds to 

bring their vision 
to life.”

Leland Clark
Sooner Investment

Sergeant Gary Knight, with the Oklahoma City Police Department, discussed recently the 
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