
 Page 11Summer  -  2022 HOMETOWN  HEROES

Sheriff  Jim Weir  spent seven years 

active duty in the United States Army 

as Explosives Ordinance Disposal 

Technician (Bomb Squad). Received 

the Army Commendation Medal 

among other decorations during my 

service. 

Certifi ed as Explosive Ordinance 

Technologist from Charles County 

College. Graduated the United States 

Naval School for Explosive Ordi-

nance Disposal (Advanced Nuclear 

Weapons). 

Worked hand in hand with the 

United States Secret Service pro-

tecting Presidents Nixon, Ford and 

Carter. Logged 2500 hours with the 

Secret Service protecting the listed 

presidents and other foreign digni-

taries. During this time I also worked 

jointly with local police departments 

and federal law

Sheriff  Jim Weir

Although years have passed, the 

Korean War has not been forgotten 

by the remaining soldiers and their 

families. The family of Army Mas-

ter Sgt. James D. Wyatt will always 

remember their father as their hero. 

“You hear about heroes in movies 

and on the news, but my dad is the 

only hero I have truly ever known,” 

said Deborah Lemieux, daughter of 

Wyatt.

For his heroic achievement on 

September 5, 1950, he was awarded 

the “Bronze Star” in San Antonio. 

The certifi cate reads, “While in 

the vicinity of Changwon, Korea, 

while engaged in combat with the 

enemy and intense enemy machine 

gun, automatic weapons, and small 

arms fi re continually and with com-

plete disregard for his own safety by 

exposing himself to enemy fi re in 

order to secure more advantageous 

position for his platoon. Wyatt’s 

trained initiative and coolness under 

fi re is indicative of a well-trained 

soldier and brings credit to himself, 

his unit, and the military service.”

Wyatt enlisted at 17 years old in 

1947 and served for 21 years. When 

retired from service he worked at 

Tinker until his second retirement in 

1992. 

Time has come and gone since 

Wyatt’s and several soldiers’ actions 

in the Korean War, but their selfl ess-

ness will never be forgotten. 

James D. Wyatt
Matthew J. De Toy, former AWACS 

pilot (Retired) for the US Air Force 

and served as an Aircraft Command-

er during Operation Desert Shield, 

Operation Desert Storm & Operation 

Provide Comfort of the Persian Gulf 

War. He hails from a military family 

where his father and a brother were 

career US Army and a brother & sis-

ter served in the US Navy. He cur-

rently works as an Architect @ Civil 

Engineering, Tinker AFB and was 

honored to be named the Cat III Ci-

vilian of the Year for 2020 (72nd Civ-

il Engineer Directorate). He has been 

married to Anita for 37 years and has 

2 sons, Adam (34) & Ben (33). 

Matthew J. De ToyDavid Gentry served in the Navy 

for 11 years, three months and 20 days 

during the Vietnam War. Gentry was 

recruited in May of 1967 and was sent 

home May of 1971. He served as an 

Aviation Boatswain’s Mate, working 

in the fuels sector on the USS Kitty 

Hawk Battleship. Gentry also fought in 

the Tet Off ensive of 1968. The warship 

was given her name from Kitty Hawk, 

North Carolina, where the famous fl ight 

of the Wright Brothers took place in 

December of 1903. To give a better idea 

of how enormous the battleship was, 

Gentry shared that each of the front two 

anchors weighed 16,000 pounds. “It 

is unimaginable how big the ships are 

without actually seeing one”.He shared 

that he experienced his most eye-open-

ing and beautiful moments during his 

time in the Navy. In loving memory to 

his wife of 47 years, Glenda Gentry, 

who stayed as his soul mate before, 

during, and after his time of service. 

David Gentry

Deven Murray is 

serving in the U.S. 

Army. He was born 

in Oklahoma City 

in 1999 and gradu-

ated from Midwest 

City High School in 

2017. Shortly after 

graduation he left for basic training 

for the Army. Murray was stationed 

in JBER, Alaska for three years and 

he is currently serving in Katterbach 

Kaserne, Germany.

Deven Murray

Heather Boswell 
is currently serving 

her third year in the 

United States Navy. 

She is stationed on 

the USS Ronald 

Reagan, a nuclear 

powered aircraft carrier ship. Boswell 

was recently classed third amongst 

her division as an E4 ranked Petty Of-

fi cer. Boswell has fought hard to join 

to the Navy and continues to work for 

her position and citizens of America. 

Boswell has accomplished her time 

during the peak of the Covid-19 Pan-

demic. “May God watch over you 

and protect your journey,” her moth-

er, Jeanette Hanson.

Heather Boswell

Tristan Lindley
Born and raised in 

Mustang. Earned a 

Bachelor’s degree in 

Criminology from the 

University of Oklaho-

ma. while also earn-

ing my commission 

through OU’s Air 

Force ROTC program. Soon after grad-

uation the Navy off ered me a job through 

an interservice transfer so I was commis-

sioned as an offi  cer in the Navy and am 

currently stationed in Virginia Beach, VA.


