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When it comes to most outdoor  
activities such as fishing, hunting,  
foraging, camping, photography, etc., 
a small percentage of the participants 
are usually much more capable than 
everyone else. The old adage that  
10 percent of the fishermen catch  
90 percent of the fish comes to mind.  

I have fished with folks who outfish 
me every time we fish together. It 
doesn’t seem to matter what species 
we are after, or what method we are 
using, they simply catch more and 
bigger fish. 

The most successful fishermen  
I have ever been around don’t  
leave much to chance. They have  
researched what type and color of 
lures generally work best according to 
species, locality, water temperature 
and clarity, etc. Their equipment is in 
good working order. They change 
fishing line often and have learned to 
tie good knots, so that they don’t lose 
a good fish after they hook it. If the 

situation calls for a net, they have a 
net on hand. Sometimes they aren’t 
doing things that much differently 
than the rest of us. They have simply 
mastered the basics and pay attention 
to small details that greatly increase 
their success. 

It’s much the same for hunting. 
Some of the same people who are 
consistently successful hunting where 
they live or regularly hunt, are also 
very successful when they travel to 
hunt animals not available in their 
area. In my experience, these folks put 
a lot of thought into their clothes and 
gear, and are ready to stay out in al-
most any conditions. They have worn 
and tested their boots and have them 
properly broken in. They are familiar 
with their equipment such as binocu-
lars and rangefinders, as well as their 
firearm or archery equipment, and 
practice frequently. They not only 
shoot well, they don’t fumble with 
controls or have trouble locating their 

target in their sights. Being more  
proficient with whatever firearm, 
bow, etc. you are using on a hunt  
can definitely mean the difference  
between coming home with meat for 
the winter, or not. 

Every Spring I look for morel 
mushrooms in the woods here in the 
Eastern Panhandle. I usually find a 
few, but seldom find a lot. The folks 
who do find a lot seem to have learned 
to recognize the spots where they are 
most likely to find morels, even if they 
have never been there before. I have 
not mastered this art, but am still  
trying to learn. 

It’s the same with photography.  
A group of people can all be  
photographing the same thing, with 
the same type of equipment, and some 
of them will get much better photos. 
Small details such as light, angles,  
and camera settings make all the  
difference. 

When you set up a camp,  
sometimes one or two items can mean 
the difference between a comfortable, 
enjoyable trip, and misery, or even 
survival. The same principle can 
apply to lots of outdoor activities. 

None of us are ever going to be 
highly skilled at every outdoor  
endeavor. It’s perfectly fine to enjoy 
things that we really aren’t very  
good at. But it is usually even more 
fun and satisfying if we become more 
proficient at whatever activities we 
decide to pursue. 

Sometimes, the people who are very 
proficient at a variety of outdoor  
activities aren’t doing anything  
drastically different than most of us. 

Often a little extra attention to a  
few small details can make all the  
difference. The devil is in the details. 

 
Wade Shambaugh has lived in Mor-

gan County his whole life and is a life-
long outdoorsman. 
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The Devil is in the details

Being prepared to make longer 
shots can be a huge advantage. 

Deer taken with a long shot, made possible by the bipod attached to the rifle. 
Small details can make or break an outdoor adventure. 
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