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Take a f loat
by Wade Shambaugh

The Eastern Panhandle of West
Virginia, and the surrounding area, is
a paradise for use of small watercraft.
There are several great rivers and
streams in which to use float tubes,
kayaks, canoes, jon boats and other
small vessels. There also places to
take larger boats, but for this article,
we are going to talk about floating on
small to medium-sized streams and
local rivers.
Whether you are interested in
fishing, or just going for a relaxing
float, there are plenty of opportunities
available locally. But not every vessel
will work well on every body of
water, or at every water level.
Early in the Spring -- once the high
waters have receded and the water has
cleared, but there is still adequate
water flowing -- is the best time to
float the smaller rivers and streams
here with anything larger than a float
tube or kayak.
Smaller streams and even the
Cacapon River can get pretty shallow,
even for canoes, later in the summer.
From July through September, you
can often end up doing more walking
and dragging than floating, even in a
small jon boat or “Crawdad”.
The Potomac, in this area, usually
has enough water to float those types
of boat all summer, except for some
spots with shallow riffles, where you
might have to walk a bit.

The West Virginia Department of
Natural Resources publishes a list of
suggested float trips in the area with
distance and estimated float times.
Look that over for ideas and planning.
You can usually better navigate the
smaller streams, and use somewhat
bigger boats, early in season, when
there is more water. Don’t confuse
more water with high, muddy water,
which is unsafe. As water levels drop
later during the Summer, the smaller
streams can get too low for anything
but kayaks and float tubes.
Whatever type of craft you decide
to use, and whatever body of water
you decide to use it on, think safety
first. Don’t float when the water is
dangerously high or muddy. Follow
the applicable laws for personal
floatation devices, and make sure that
you understand what type of water
you are on.
Also, check the DNR guidelines on
distance and time. Many people have
gotten stuck on the river after dark
because they didn’t realize how far the
course of the river deviated from the
road.
A little planning can make for a
much safer, more enjoyable experience.
Wade Shambaugh has lived in
Morgan County his whole life and is
a lifelong outdoorsman. He writes the
Everyday Outdoors column.

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources lists popular Cacapon River
float trips in their annual hunting and fishing guide. The amount of time it will
take to cover these distances will vary based on river levels. Consult the
WVDNR for more specific boating information and regulations.
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