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Ridge Fish Hatchery stocks
waters here and elsewhere
by Lisa Schauer

Ridge State Fish Hatchery in southern Morgan County is one of nine fish
hatcheries managed and operated by
West Virginia Division of Natural Resources (DNR).
A cold-water hatchery, the facility
rears trout species including rainbow
trout, golden rainbow trout, brook
trout, brown trout and tiger trout.
Ridge hatchery provides game fish
for recreational angling opportunities
locally at Cacapon Resort State Park,
and elsewhere across the state.
Without the hatchery program,
many of the state’s waters would not
sustain recreational sport fishing at the
current level, according to the DNR.
Visitors sometimes need to be reminded that fishing is strictly prohibited at the hatchery, according to a
wildlife technician there.
Workers from Roosevelt’s New
Deal built the hatchery’s network of
16 outdoor pools and runs of stone and
mortar during the Great Depression.
Although earlier versions of a fish
hatchery at Breakneck Run date from
1919, the current facility opened in
1935. It continues to operate today,
stocking about 70,000 trout a year in
West Virginia’s rivers, lakes and
streams.
Ridge State Fish Hatchery is open
to the public daily from 7:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. It is located at 59 Fish
Hatchery Road in Berkeley Springs.
Wildlife technicians at the hatchery
are available for tours and demonstrations. Call 304-258-1713 for more information.

West Virginia Division of Natural Resources manages and operates Ridge
State Fish Hatchery near Berkeley Springs.

What to Catch
CACAPON

Wildlife Technician Chris Riser of Berkeley Springs feeds the fish twice a day
at the Ridge State Fish Hatchery.

• Smallmouth bass
• Bluegills
• Rock bass
• Channel catfish
• Largemouth bass
• Carp

POTOMAC
• Smallmouth bass
• Channel catfish
• Blue cats
• Bluegills
• Rock bass
• Carp

PONDS/LAKES

Fingerlings are placed in outdoor raceways and rock-walled pods in early
spring at the cold-water fish hatchery.

A salesman’s ploy keeps herons
and geese at bay at one of 16 pods at
Ridge State Fish Hatchery.

• Largemouth bass
• Bluegills
• Catfish
• Stocked trout

