
Home 
improvement 
projects require 
substantial 
financial 
investment. But 
just because a 
homeowner 
wants to bring 
a fresh look 
indoors doesn’t 
mean he or she 
has to break the 
bank along the 
way. 
Living rooms are some 
of the most frequently 
used spaces in a home, 
and they can use an 
update from time to 
time to stay on trend 
or to make the area 
more functional for 
a changing family 
dynamic. Here are 
some budget-friendly 
ideas for breathing 
new life into living 
room designs.

• Establish the budget. 
Homeowners should 
figure out how many 

dollars they can 
designate to a living 
room makeover 
before purchasing 
supplies or hiring 
out the work. Figure 
out the scope of the 
remodel, visit stores or 
suppliers to price out 
materials, get estimates 
from contractors, 
and then plan for 
some unforseen 
circumstances along 
the way to determine if 
this type of renovation 
is affordable. If not, 
scale things back 
until the project more 
closely aligns with 
your budget.

• Change the paint 
color. Lighter and 
brighter colors are 
on trend. A can or 
two of paint can do 
wonders for updating 
a space without a large 
financial commitment. 
Pair that new paint 
color with new 
window coverings and 
complementary throw 
pillows to pull the 
theme together with 
minimal expense.

• Update the flooring. 
Tired, outdated 
carpeting or other 
flooring can use an 
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Low-cost ways 
to revamp 

living areas

See REVAMP, PG 65


