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By Kevin Kinnaird
More than 20 
companies have earned 
Governor’s Safety 
and Health Awards 
for demonstrating 
an outstanding 
commitment to 
workplace safety, 
the Kentucky Labor 
Cabinet announced.
“If the last couple of 
years have taught us 
anything, it’s that the 
power of example is 
incredibly important,” 
Gov. Beshear said. 
“Being out there doing 
the right thing – even 
if others aren’t – is a 
powerful message to 
other people out there.”
During his keynote 
address at the 
event, the Governor 
commended employers 
in attendance for 
not just focusing 
on efficiency in the 
workplace but also 
for looking out for 
the safety of workers 
fueling the state’s 
record-breaking 
economy. He also 
signed a proclamation 
declaring May 
9-12, 2022, Safety 
and Health in the 
Workplace Week in the 
commonwealth.
“Protecting our folks 
on the job – it’s a part 

of our faith; it’s part 
of our values; it’s a 
part of looking out for 
everyone and living 
that very simple lesson 
that everybody counts,” 
Gov. Beshear said. 
“Every single person 
has value. Everyone is a 
child of God, and when 
we commit to safety, I 
think we live out that 
faith and those values.”

For more than three 
decades, the Kentucky 
Labor Cabinet and 
Kentucky Safety and 
Health Network, 
Inc., have partnered 
to host the annual 
conference. The event 
provides private-
sector employers an 
opportunity to attend 
technical training on 
a myriad of workplace 
safety topics and 
engage with safety and 
health specialists.

“When we look at the 
statistics, especially 
year over year, you can 
see everybody’s hard 
work,” the Governor 
said. “There are many 
fewer injuries than if we 
go back five, six, eight 
years ago – that means 
we are all learning, 
and we’re learning 
together.”
The fiscal year 2020 

rate was 3.2 cases per 
100 full-time equivalent 
workers. Fiscal year 
2021 data shows the 
commonwealth’s 
rate has remained 
essentially unchanged 
at 3.3.

For comparison, 
Kentucky’s rate in 1996 
was 8.4.

“No matter where 
you work in the 
commonwealth, every 
Kentuckian has the 
right to be safe and to 
earn a living they can 
raise their family on,” 
Gov. Beshear said. “And 
everyone should feel 
confident knowing their 
employer is working 
just as hard every day 
to improve safety in 
every single way.”

Governor’s Safety and 
Health Award Winners 
The number of hours 
worked without a lost-
time injury accident, or 
illness through Dec. 31, 
2021.
Southern Kentucky
•Warren Rural Electric 
Cooperative of Bowling 
Green, 519,205

•Sumitomo Electric 
Wiring Systems of 
Edmonton, 6,630,700
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