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OBITUARIES

Financial Focus
WHAT SHOULD YOU DO WITH A TAX REFUND?

Are you expecting a tax refund this year? If so, 
what will you do with it?

Of course, the answer largely depends on the 
size of your refund. For the 2020 tax year, the 
average refund was about $2,800, according to 
the Internal Revenue Service. But whether your 
refund this year will be about that size, smaller 
or larger, you can find ways to benefit from the 
money.   

Here are some possibilities:

Contribute to your IRA. You’ve got until April 
18 to fully fund your IRA for the 2021 tax year. 
But if you’ve already reached the maximum for 
2021, you could use some, or all, of your refund 
for your 2022 contribution. Assuming you did get 
around $2,800, you’d be almost halfway to the 
$6,000 annual contribution limit. (If you’re 50 or 
older, you can contribute up to $7,000.)

Invest in a 529 plan. If you have children or 
grandchildren, you might want to invest your re-
fund in a 529 education savings plan. A 529 plan’s 
earnings can grow federal income-tax free, and 
withdrawals are federal income-tax free provided 
the money is used for qualified education ex-
penses. If you invest in your own state’s plan, you 
might get a tax deduction or credit. A 529 plan 
can be used to pay for college, vocational train-
ing and even some K-12 expenses in some states. 
Plus, if you name one child as a beneficiary, and 
that child’s educational journey does not require 
the funds from a 529 plan, you may change the 
beneficiary to another eligible family member of 
the original beneficiary.

Add to the “cash” part of your portfolio. It’s gen-
erally a smart move to keep at least a portion of 
your overall investment portfolio in cash or cash 
equivalents, because the presence of cash can 
help you in two ways. First, since its value won’t 
change, it can help cushion, at least to a degree, 
the effects of market volatility on your portfolio. 
And second, by having cash available, you’ll be 
ready to take advantage of attractive investment 
opportunities when they arise.

Boost your emergency fund. You could use your 
tax refund to start or supplement an emergency 
fund. Ideally, this fund should contain three to 
six months’ worth of living expenses, with the 
money kept in a liquid, low-risk account. (If 
you’re already retired, you might need this fund 
to cover a full year’s worth of expenses.) Without 
such a fund, you might be forced to dip into long-
term investments to pay for costly housing or 
auto repairs or large medical bills.

Reduce your debt load. It’s not always easy to 
minimize your debt load, even if you’re careful 
about your spending habits. But the lower your 
debt payments, the more money you’ll have avail-
able to invest for your future. So, you may want to 
consider using some of your tax refund to pay off 
some debts, or at least reduce them, starting with 
those that carry the highest interest rates.

Donate to charity. You could use part of your re-
fund to donate to a charitable organization whose 
work you support. And if you itemize on your tax 
return, part of your gift may be deductible.

A tax refund is always nice to receive – and it’s 
even better when you put the money to good use.

Mrs. Eula Mae Bernard

Charlie Winemiller

Alta Lorine Pierce
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Hidden Treasures with Love
ARMAGEDDON FORTHCOMING

Armageddon Forthcoming by Mike Willen with Love!

 Luke 21-34-And take heed to yourselves, lest at anytime your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, 
and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.
 Rev 3-3-If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief,
 As in the days of Noah, the people should have been watching for rain. � eir hearts overcharged by 
cares of this life, until the rain came. Just as people today are watching Gunsmoke, I will continue to watch for 
Christ, knowing that Jerusalem and the prophesies of old is our Watch Tower!
 Ezekiel 38-16-And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel as a cloud to cover the land. It shall 
be in the latter days.
 Noah believed God’s word and escaped the � ood. Will you believe God’s word?
 Luke 21-36-Watch ye therefore, and pray always,, that ye may be accounted worth to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass.
 Noah was aware of the coming � ood, so also will God’s people be aware of Armageddon Forthcoming!
 Zec-14-2-For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle and the city shall be taken.
 Zec-14-3-� en shall the Lord go forth and � ght against those nations.
 For Armageddon to be, the prophecy of Jer-30-3 had to be ful� lled. Israel’s homecoming May 14, 1948, 
See Jer-30-3, Luke 21-20-And ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies then know that the desolation 
thereof is nigh. Armageddon will be the greatest desolation the world will ever see! Except the wrath of God 
following Armageddon!
 Zec-14-12-And then shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the people that have 
fought against Jerusalem. � eir � esh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet and their eyes shall 
consume away in their holes. And their tongue shall consume away in their mouth!
 Are you watching? Are you aware that all the pieces are in place?

Mrs. Eula Mae Bernard, 97, Russell Springs, passed 
from this life Monday evening, February 7, 2022, at her 
home with her family at her side. 

Born on March 22, 1924, in Russell County, she was 
the youngest of six children born to Liston Lawless and 
Ada Pearl Antle Helm. She was a homemaker and a 
member of Russell Springs Christian Church. For many 
years, she worked alongside her husband, Kenneth, at 
Bernard Funeral Home, which they founded in April 
1954. Throughout the years, they served a countless 
number of families during their most difficult times. 
She was most often seen sitting on the back pew of the 
chapel greeting the community during visitations and 
funerals. When she wasn’t at the funeral home, she 
enjoyed walking, and baking a variety of pies, cakes, 
and candies that she would give away to her friends and 
family. She will be deeply missed by her family and her 
community. 

She is survived by two daughters, Barbara (and Noel) Godby, and Johnna (and 
Jimmy) Matney, both of Russell Springs; she was “Mama” to five grandchildren, Lesley 
(and Willie Hurt), Russell Springs, Eric (and Euretha) Godby, Russell Springs, Jason 
(and Rebecca) Matney, Bowling Green, Adam (and Pam) Matney, Georgetown, and 
Tyler (and Christin) Matney, Russell Springs; fourteen great-grandchildren, Kelsay 
(and Matt) Chambless, Colton Hurt, Bryson Godby, Karli Hurt, Ciara Matney, Katie 
Bunch, Brooks Matney, Bristol Matney, Blake Wooley, Zeke Matney, Griffin Matney, 
Molly McQueary, Brittany (and Logan) Antle, and Tinslee Matney and three great-
great-grandchildren, Jamie Chambless, Eleanor Antle, and Claire Antle. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her beloved husband, 
Kenneth A. Bernard, who passed away on July 1, 2011; one grandson, Kevin Baker 
Godby; two brothers, Elmer Lawless and Ivan Lawless; and three sisters, Gertie Loy, 
Irene Shearer, and Clora Bernard. 

Funeral services were held 1:00 pm Saturday, February 12, 2022 at Bernard 
Funeral Home with Brother Carroll Egnew and Brother Donnie Emerson officiating. 
Entombment followed in the Russell Springs City Cemetery. 

Eric Godby, Tyler Matney, Jason Matney, Adam Matney, Willie Hurt, Colton Hurt, 
Blake Wooley and Brooks Matney served as pallbearers. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations of sympathy be made to 
Hospice of Lake Cumberland, 100 Parkway Drive, Somerset, Kentucky 42503.

An online guestbook is available at www.bernardfuneralhome.com. 

Charlie I. 
Winemiller, 83, 
Russell Springs, died 
Monday February 7, 
2022 in Pittsburgh, 
Pa

Funeral arrange-
ments and burial 
were handled by 
Kegel Funeral Home, 
Inc., Finleyville Pa.  
A complete obitu-
ary can be viewed at 
www.kegelfuneral-
home.com 

Alta Lorine Pierce, 85, Russell Springs, passed 
away Wednesday, February 9, 2022, at her 
home, surrounded by her family.  

Funeral services were held 11:00 a.m., 
Saturday, February 12, 2022, at Parks Ridge 
Church of God, with Bro. Billy Silverman of-
ficiating.  Interment was in the Jamestown City 
Cemetery.  

Bernard Funeral Home was in charge of the 
funeral arrangements.  An online guestbook is 
available at www.bernardfuneralhome.com
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