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to the post, and serve 
the area like never 
before.

“We’ve had to 
straighten things up,” 
he said - both literally 
and figuratively.

Phillips said last 
August the post was in 
danger of closing due 
to what was officially 
described as “not 
enough participation.”

A major concern 
was having the post’s 
“charter pulled,” he 
said. 

“To bring them back 
is very hard,” Phillips 
said. “We basically 
started from scratch.”

One of the first 
things a fresh, com-
mitted crew did was 
sell the VFW post 
facility in Liberty.

But it was about 
more than just chang-
ing locations, Phillips 
said. 

“I accepted a nomi-
nation as commander 
with the understand-
ing the spot would 
change 180 degrees,” 
he said. “And it did.”

No alcohol or gam-
bling is allowed.

“There’s nothing 
illegal at our post,” 
Phillips said. 

The new commander 
said he felt allowing 
such things for veter-
ans who may be strug-
gling or facing issues 
“would only amplify 
problems by offering 
it.”

“We can’t support 
hurting our folks,” he 
said. 

Over the past few 
months, Phillips said 
people have been “un-
believably gracious” 
toward the VFW as 
it “makes a complete 
break from the past.”

“We want to move 
away from the old im-
age,” he said. 

Phillips said he is 
aware people have 
differing opinions and 
perceptions of VFW 
posts, but he hopes 
hard work and posi-
tive, proactive par-
ticipation will make a 
difference.

Since its inception 
in 1899, the VFW has 
been “community 
oriented,” the com-
mander said.

“After WW1, VFW 
was locked in as a 
‘catch all’ for the entire 
community,” Phillips 
said. “That’s a major 
focus for us now.”

“Our people want 
to help…they want to 
help people,” he said. 

As the rebuilding 
process began, the 
VFW post relied heav-
ily on fundraisers and 
community support 
to rise from the ashes 
like a phoenix.

“We don’t like to ask 
for money…we’d rather 
be helping people our-
selves,” Phillips said. 
“Our goal is to be self-
sufficient. We don’t 
want to be takers, we 
want to be givers.”

Their efforts are al-
ready being awarded.

Phillips said the City 
of Liberty has “very 
graciously” offered the 
Green River VFW Post 
5704 “a very nice, very 
desirable parcel of 
land at a great price” 
for the construction of 
a new facility.

Post 5704 has al-
ready started giving to 
others and offering as-
sistance such as gath-
ering and transporting 
supplies to victims 
of recent Kentucky 
tornadoes. 

The post hopes to 
possibly become in-
volved in things such 
as backpack programs, 
and substance abuse 
education for area 
students.

“We believe we can 
make a difference on 
the front end,” Phillips 
said. “We’d certainly 
like to get involved 
in helping our youth 
and working with our 
schools.”

The active post 
hopes to become 
even more involved 
in community events 
and functions, and 
develop reciprocal 
relationships.

“We can do a lot as 
a non-profit organiza-
tion” he said.

Of course serving/
supporting veterans is 
what VFW is all about.

“At the end of the 
day, what we want to 
do is to be able to do 
more for veterans and 
widows,” the com-
mander said. 

Phillips, who is also 
a Service Officer for 
the post, said as-
sistance is available 
for VA issues, filing 
paperwork, and other 
situations.

“Sometimes it’s very 
hard to file a claim,” 
he said. “We want to 
help with that.”

Since last fall, the 
VFW post has had 
multiple requests for 
assistance.

“And we’re look-
ing for more people 
to help all the time,” 
Phillips said. 

Green River Post 
5704 Quartermaster 
Anthony Cook said 
the organization is 
striving to to reach 
and serve veterans in 
different and unique 
ways.

Cook is involved 
in a program to not 
only secure guitars for 
vets, but to provide 
lessons, too.

“It’s a good form 
of fellowship…to get 
together and play mu-
sic,” he said. “It can 
be relaxing, a great 
stress reliever.”

The quartermaster 
praises businesses 
and individuals 
who assist with the 
program.

“I hope the people 
who donate to things 
like this realize how 
much it truly means, 
and how far it goes,” 
he said.

John Sugars, Senior 
Vice-Commander for 
the post, stressed the 
importance of interac-
tion between veterans 
and communities.

“We’re able to do 
what we do because 
of what they (veter-
ans) did,” he said. 
“Veterans can and do 
still contribute...and 
are valued members 
of society.”

“We’re very grate-
ful,” Phillips said. 
“I knew the VFW 
mission was very well 
worth saving.”

Phillips said VFW 
posts are now more 
important than ever.

“This is a different 
era,” he said. “We’ve 
been at war over 20 
years…a long war…the 
‘War on Terror.’ ”

Modern veterans are 
dealing with issues 
such as PTSD and 
other issues, and a 
good, active VFW post 
can help steer those in 
need toward help and 
healing.

“We love and respect 
our veterans, and we 
want to make a differ-
ence,” Phillips said.

Phillips said his post 
is reaching out to let 
veterans in neighbor-
ing counties know 
they are “welcome 
with open arms.”

“Their member-
ship would mean a 
lot,” he said. “We’re 
strong here in Casey 
County, but we want 
to be there for Russell 
Springs, Jamestown, 
and Russell County, 
too.”

“There are men 
and women who have 
their names etched 
in monuments - 
like that beautiful 
Doughboy you have 
in Jamestown,” the 
commander said. “We 
have one here, too. 
We’re a lot alike, and 
we’re only 20 minutes 
away.”

Phillips promises 
professionalism and 
good practices from 
Post 5704.

“The post is us,” he 
said. “You’re only as 
good as your members 
and we’ve got some 
fine guys and gals 
involved.”

“We’re all about 
camaraderie, network-
ing, meetings, outings, 
fundraising, helping 
the community in any 
way we can,” Phillips 
said. “We want to 
stay on track and do 
the right thing. We’re 
good stewards, we 
don’t do anything 
without a vote, we’re 
very accountable. It’s a 
new beginning.”

Although actively 
recruiting new mem-
bers, the post plans 
to work with other 
service organizations 
and entities to benefit 
and assist veterans.

“We’re not here to 
step on toes or com-
pete with anyone,” 
Phillips said. “We’re 
here to help.”

Phillips said Post 
5704 wishes to even-
tually be able to 
provide such things 
as food and shelter to 
those in need.

“We’re always think-
ing, always planning, 
always doing,” he said. 
“We are looking to the 
future and it what it 
holds. We would like 
to get to a point where 
if you call on us, we’ll 
be there to serve what-
ever need you may 
have.”

Anyone wishing to 
join the VFW post 
(And to receive infor-
mation on require-
ments), those with 
questions, or wishing 
to make a donation to 
the non-profit entity 
can contact Phillips at 

(606) 706- 7786, visit 
the VFW Post 5704 
Facebook page, or 
email them at: vfw-
post5704@gmail.com

In just a few, short 
months, Post 5704 has 
grown from just over 
20 members.

“We’ve moved real 
fast,” Phillips proudly 
said. “We’re 85 mem-
bers strong now.”

“We’re going to keep 
on keeping on,” he 
said. “We’re giving 
veterans what they 
deserve, and we’re 

going to continue to 
honor them and their 
communities.”

While in a rebuild-
ing phase, the VFW 
post is well aware of 
“the struggle.”

“Sure, right now, we 
need money, we need 
support, but we WILL 
be self-sufficient,” 
Phillips asserted. 
“We’ll get there. We’re 
fighters. We’re win-
ners. We won’t give 
up.”


