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By ex-assistant police chief

Suit Filed Against
City, Mayor

Staff Report

A former Russell
Springs assistant police
chief claims she was the
victim of discrimina-
tion in a lawsuit filed
last week, court records
said.

Melissa Taylor,
who served with the
Russell Springs Police
Department (RSPD)
17 years, filed a legal
action in Russell Circuit
Court Friday against
the City of Russell
Springs and Mayor
“Fred Thomas.”

In the lawsuit, Taylor
claims she was the vic-
tim of alleged “gender

the City of Russell
Springs hired a new,
male police chief.

Taylor was appointed
interim police chief
when RSPD Chief Joe
Michael Irvin retired in
July 2020.

Last March, Tim
Pierce was hired as
chief for the police
department.

Taylor, who had
served as a patrol of-
ficer, sergeant, assis-
tant police chief, and
interim police chief,
claims “the reasons
given for the City’s
decision to hire a male
applicant over Plaintiff

and pre-textual,” the
lawsuit said.

She is seeking a
“judgement that will
fairly and adequately
compensate her for the
damages herein al-
leged...her costs ex-
pended in furtherance
of this action, including
her reasonable attor-
neys fees...(and a) Trial
by jury.”

The lawsuit was
filed locally by Lance
W. Turner of Carroll
& Turner, P.S.C.,
Attorneys at Law, of
Monticello.

At presstime, the city
had “no comment.”

discrimination” when

(Taylor) were invalid
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Cabinet/Furniture Maker
Locating in Jamestown

The Russell County
Industrial Development
Authority (RCIDA) has an-
nounced the sale of its 9,400
square foot manufacturing
building in Jamestown to
Von Gruenigen Furniture
Makers, LLC.

The company plans to
move in and have the new
facility operational in spring
of this year.

A family-owned company,

while utilizing modern tech-
nology in their manufactur-
ing, the company will be
looking for qualified, skilled
craftsmen in the fields of
engineering, project man-
agement, design, fabrica-
tion, CNC operation, and
installation.

“The expansion will allow
us to foster a more active
relationship with the Lake
Cumberland Regional College
and Workforce Center and

“We greatly appreciate
their business and we’re so
grateful for the trust they've
placed in us,” Casey said. “We
would also like to thank our
employees for their outstand-
ing work and dedication. We
appreciate them helping us
get to where we are today.”

Last week’s announcement
comes on the heal of other
recent business investments
in the Russell County. With
last month’s purchase of the

The Von Gruenigens closed on a new business location last Thursday at the
headquarters of South Kentucky Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation (SKRECC).
SKRECC facilitated a loan through a USDA program. Pictured from left, SKRECC
President and CEO Kenneth Simmons, RCIDA Board Chairman Clint Voils, and Ed

and Casey Von Gruenigen.

father and son team Ed and
Casey Von Gruenigen began
operations in 2009 design-
ing and building custom
furniture.

The company has since
expanded into the cabinet
making business, added
commercial clients, and
invested in state-of-the-art
equipment.

Currently, they have eight
full-time employees, and
anticipate adding five to 10
new employees by 2024.

Relocating into the new fa-
cility will give their manufac-
turing business more room

utilize the Kentucky Career
Center - Cumberlands for
finding local employees as
needed,” Casey said.

Jamestown Mayor Regena
Hinton said she is glad to see
new manufacturing come to
the city.

“We appreciate Von
Gruenigen Cabinet and
Furniture Makers moving
to Jamestown and will be
happy to assist with whatever
we can to help them move
forward in their business,”
she said.

“The RCIDA worked
diligently and quickly with

former spec building in the
Lake Cumberland Regional
Industrial Complex Site One,
Lake Cumberland Family
Medical will operate a distri-
bution center.

Neat Distributing is build-
ing a new manufacturing
facility in the northern part
of the county, and Davis Gate
and Wire Manufacturing is
expanding their operation
with a new, 75,000 square
foot plant near Jamestown.

The Russell County
Industrial Development
Authority is set up to stream-
line the entire process of relo-
cation, expansion or creating

From left, Ed and Casey Von Gruenigen, Russell County Judge Executive Gary D.
Robertson, Jamestown Mayor Regena Hinton, Russell Springs Mayor Eddie Thomas,
and RCIDA Board Chairman Clint Voils gathered last week for an announcement
regarding the Von Gruenigen'’s business. (TJ/Lisa Coffey)

for production and expan-
sion, but it’s not a far move
for the company.

“We chose to locate in
Russell County because it
is our home,” Casey Von
Gruenigen said. “This is
the area that we have lived,
raised our families and
have our friends. Russell
County means a lot to us
and we want to see it grow
and prosper. We believe that
expanding our local economy
begins with investing in the
local workers and providing
opportunities to the local
workforce.”

With a focus on quality

Owner:
Jeff Warner

the Von Gruenigen team

as they needed to identify

a facility for their growth,”
RCIDA Board Chairman Clint
Voils said. “They have been
alocally-grown company
which made this deal even
more attractive.:

“The RCIDA acquired this
building years ago to ensure
we had an opportunity to
recruit a company such as
Von Gruenigen Furniture
Makers,” Voils said. “We look
forward to their continued
success in our community.”

The Von Gruenigen’s at-
tribute their success to the
support of their customers.

anew development in Russell
County, Kentucky. RCIDA
can help locate available

state and local incentives,
efficiently channel building
permits, provide statistical
information, secure quality
service accounts and deliver a
whole range of other services.

The RCIDA Board draws
its members from key areas
of the county’s business
and industrial community,
with executives represent-
ing the areas of finance,
public utilities, construction,
development, education and
business.

Concerned About Hepatitis A?
Come by Jamestown Pharmacy and speak
with one of our Pharmacists.

Jeff Warner, Holly Adams, Allie Williams

Along with Hepatitis A, we also provide
vaccination for Hepatitis A & B, Pneumonia,
Flu, and Shingles. These are covered by

most health insurance plans.

1417 North Main Street in Jamestown, KY
Phone; 270-343-4443
Hours: Monday - Saturday from 8:00am - 5:30pm
Saturday from 8:00am - 12:00pm




