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As Ashli Watts, 
president and CEO of the 
Kentucky Chamber of 
Commerce and member 
of the Campbellsville 
University Board of 
Trustees, prepared 
her keynote address 
for Campbellsville 
University’s School of 
Chiropractic’s first-ever 
White Coat Ceremony 
in Harrodsburg March 
18, she discovered the 
white coat held a special 
meaning. 

“It shows that your 
hard work and dedication 
is not just for a job, but 
for your life’s profession,” 
Watts, a 2004 gradu-
ate of Campbellsville 
University, said to the 
nine students who re-
ceived their white coats 
during the ceremony. 

The White Coat 
Ceremony marked the 
official entry of stu-
dents into the School 
of Chiropractic, and it 
signified the start of 
their journey to become a 
Doctor of Chiropractic. 

Students receiving 
their white coats are 
as follows: Tyler Bragg 
of Campbellsville, Ky.; 
Abigail Davenport of 
Lawrenceburg, Ky.; Macy 
Hagan of Springfield, 
Ky.; Kaylee Wheatley of 
Loretto, Ky.; Samantha 
Hutchinson of Versailles, 
Ky.; Isaac Eshleman of 
Renfew, Penn.; Sean 
Crall of Indiana; Daleyn 
Emerson of Russell 
Springs, Ky.; and Brandon 
Bennett of Columbia, Ky. 

Chiropractic and medi-
cal schools across the 
United States commemo-
rate students’ entry into 
the healthcare profession 
by presenting them with 
their first white coat-a 
short version of the long 
coat typically worn after 
graduation.

“This is a wonderful 
symbol to truly embed 
that being a doctor is not 
simply a job. It’s a much 
bigger responsibility than 
just a job,” Watts said. “It 
is a life’s work, a profes-
sion and a journey.”

Watts encouraged the 
students to reflect and 
enjoy the moment. 

“You’ve worked hard 
and will continue to work 
hard for the privilege to 
care for your fellow hu-
man beings, to respond 
to the call of those who 
are suffering,” Watts said, 
“and offer your presence, 
your compassion, your at-
tention and skill, in hopes 
of making a difference. 

“Ultimately this white 
coat ceremony serves as 
one of life’s mile markers, 
a time to stop and reflect 
on the importance and 
impact of your chosen 
career.” 

Dr. Trevor Foshang, 
dean of chiropractic 
education, said, “This 
is a historic event for 
this institution and an 

important moment for 
these students.” 

Foshang said white 
coats were originally 
worn in scientific labs to 
keep a scientists’ clothes 
clean. They were adopted 
as standard dress in the 
late 19th century. 

“The white coat 
symbolizes an evidence-
informed approach,” 
Foshang said. “It symbol-
izes the responsibilities 
of a doctor to acquire a 
tremendous amount of 
knowledge, apply this 
knowledge in proven 
principles to treat pa-
tients, provide guidance 
and help heal them.”

Foshang said a white 
coat is also used to carry 
tools-such as a stetho-
scope or reflex hammer-
and the weight of those 
tools can make the coat 
feel heavy.

“They should feel heavy 
for several reasons, be-
yond the weight of the ac-
tual coat,” he said. “Every 
time you put that white 
coat on, I want you to feel 
its weight, that its weight 
be a reminder of all the 
work you have put in and 
will put in. Patients will 
expect the very best from 
you, as we do.”

Dr. Dennis Short, as-
sociate vice president for 
chiropractic education 
and dean of chiropractic 
operations, told the stu-
dents they have benefited 
from a network of support 
that has helped them get 
to this point.

“Nobody lives in isola-
tion,” he said. “Behind 
every successful student, 
there is a supportive 
spouse, friends, moms 
and dads, and for this, we 
thank you.” 

Short recognized the 
approximately 100 chiro-
practors in attendance at 
the ceremony. They also 
received a white coat. 

“We are so happy you 
came to celebrate these 
students,” Short said. 

The first cohort of stu-
dents at Campbellsville 
University’s School of 
Chiropractic, which 
opened in January, will 
graduate in 2025.

“I am proud of who 
they are and who they are 
becoming,” Short said. 
“They are some of the 
brightest students and 
most dedicated students I 
have ever known.”

Short then asked the 
students for a favor. 

“I ask we all work 
together,” Short said. 
“Let’s work together to 
tear down the walls that 
separate us and preserve 
and expand this great 
profession.”

The Campbellsville 
University School of 
Chiropractic is the first 
in the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky and the only 

one within a 300-mile 
radius. It is only the 20th 
nationally accredited 
chiropractic doctoral pro-
gram in the country. The 
school is just the fourth 
affiliated with a region-
ally accredited liberal arts 
university.

Unlike traditional 
chiropractic schools, 
Campbellsville University 
has built a contemporary 
and clinically relevant 
program that prepares 
students to succeed as 
a new doctor and as the 
CEO of a small business 
- a distinctive advantage 
considering 85 percent of 
chiropractors own their 
own practice at some 
point in their career, ac-
cording to Career Trend. 

Dr. Donna Hedgepath, 
provost and vice presi-
dent for academic affairs, 
told the students they 
are a history-making 
class, as the first group of 
students at the School of 
Chiropractic. 

“Starting a new school 
during a pandemic is 
not easy,” she said. “But 
I believe things happen 
in their own timing for 
a reason. This group is 
meant to be our first 
cohort. You students are 
creating history. You are 
blazing a trail.” 

Dr. Joseph 
Hopkins, president 
of Campbellsville 
University, said the stu-
dents who graduate from 
the School of Chiropractic 
will not only be chiro-
practic doctors, but they 
will also be a “salt and 
light” to a world in need.

Hopkins thanked stu-
dents’ family and friends 
as well as chiropractic 
professionals for their 
role in the educational 
careers of the chiropractic 
students. 

“Your support and en-
couragement will sustain 
and lift these students 
as they work through 
examinations, labs, read-
ings, practicums and 
applied treatments,” he 
said. “Together, with the 
faculty and staff of this 
school, you will help us 
prepare a mighty army of 
healers who will provide 
genuine care for patients.” 

Following the cer-
emony, and after family 
and friends congratulated 
their white coat students, 
a group photo was 
taken of the students with 
chiropractors and their 
professors. 

Campbellsville 
University is a widely ac-
claimed Kentucky-based 
Christian university that 
has enrolled up to 12,000 
students yearly. The 
university offers over 100 
programs of study includ-
ing doctoral, masters, 
bachelors, associate and 
certification programs. 
The website for complete 
information is www.
campbellsville.edu.

Daleyn Emerson Graduates 
CU School of  Chiropractic

Campbellsville University School of  Chiropractic 
holds inaugural White Coat Ceremony

Daleyn Emerson daughter of Bodie and Tammy Emerson

March 31, 2012

A Russell Springs 
man was convicted 
of second degree 
manslaughter for the 
February 15, 2011 death 
of 38 year old Sherri 
Vibbert.

Wayne County 
murder trial held in 
Russell County. The 
case was transferred 
to Russell County after 
efforts to seat a jury 
in Wayne County was 
unsuccessful.

The large water tower 
located beside the old 
Russell Sportswear 
building in Russell 
Springs was razed on 
Monday, March 26, 
2012. The landmark 
stood in the city since 
1971.

Russell County 
Library began offering 
e-books available for 
download. Mp3 music 
and audio books also 
began to be accessible. 

March 29, 2002

Heavy rains dur-
ing the previous 
week caused Lake 
Cumberland to rise to 
its highest levels since 
1998.

Local basketball all-
stars finish second in 
tournament. Members 
of the team were: 
Adam Justice, Zachary 
Conner, Kyle Burchett, 
Derrick Thomas, Lucas 
Justice, Jordan Best, 

Dillon Downey, Bryson 
McFall, Cody Overby, 
and Jeron Hammond.

March 26, 1992

A section of KY. 80 
in Royville was closed 
for 14 hours and eight 
homes were evacuated 
when a tanker truck 
carrying more than 
8,000 gallons of gaso-
line ran off the road-
way and down a steep 
embankment.

Laker baseball faced 
a rebuilding year after 
the squad lost six 
seniors - all starters - 
from a team that went 
26-13 and won district 
and regional champi-
onships the previous 
season.

The Lady Laker 
softball team began 
its season. The Lakers 
finished the previous 
season 42-9 and fin-
ished ninth in the state 
tournament. 

April 1 & March 
30, 1982

A Jamestown man 
was arrested for traf-
ficking in marijuana af-
ter an undercover agent 
reportedly negotiated 
the purchase of mari-
juana valued at some 
$6,000.

Russell Springs 7th 
and 8th grade students 
appeared on a Will 
Murphy production on 
Channel 27, Lexington.

Kimberly Skeens, 
the daughter of Don 
and Mary Skeens, of 
Jamestown, signed a 
contract with a talent 
agency and manager in 
New York in pursuit of a 
career as an actress and 
singer.

Eight walks and six 
errors proved to be 
the killing blow as the 
Laker baseball team 
lost its season opener to 
Green County 9 to 4.

March 30, 1972

Aubrey C. Eastham, 
Assistant Cashier of 
the Bank of Jamestown 
retired after working at 
the bank since 1939.

Barbara Burdette, of 
Jamestown, was named 
the Chairwoman of the 
Russell County Clean-
Up and Beautification 
Committee.

Carolyn Williams, 
along with several other 
students’ art work from 
the Jamestown Art 
Class, was exhibited 
at the Russell County 
Library.

The Russell County 
Lakers opened their 
1972 season with 38 
games scheduled.

Cynthia Coffey, Salem 
8th grader, wins 4-H 
County Speciality Acts 
Division.

Russell Springs 
Bearcats win County 
4-H Talent Contest.

“Wh ch” was writ-
ten in ink on the palm 
of my hand.  It was 
something important 
I needed to remember 
… today.  I just couldn’t 
figure out what it was.

I often write things 
on my hand with pen or 
marker.  It’s an effective 
way to remind me of 
something major.  

But what did “wh 
ch” mean?  It was 
my handwriting, but 
I couldn’t recall its 
significance.  “Wh ch,” 
I sounded it out, then 
went through words 
that might sound simi-
lar:  what, why, when.  
I walked around the 
house whispering, “Wh 
ch, wh ch.”  (It sounded 
like a train.)  There was 
something big I needed 

to remember THIS 
MORNING.  

I headed to work 
with the letters barely 
visible.  

Writing on my hand 
is mighty handy.  If I 
see it enough times, it 
will stick in my brain, 
reminding me of impor-
tant things.  

Isaiah, the prophet, 
was told by the LORD 
to write: “See, I have 
engraved you on the 
palms of my hands 
…” (Isaiah 49:16).  
“Engrave” means it 
won’t wear off like ink 
or permanent marker.

Regarding Isaiah 
49:16, The Life 
Application Study Bible 
comments: “The people 
of Israel felt that God 
had forsaken them in 
Babylon; but Isaiah 
pointed out that God 
would never forget 
them, as a loving moth-
er would not forget her 
child. When we feel that 
God has forsaken us, 
we must ask if we have 
forsaken and forgotten 
God.”

Life is hard.  Every.  
Day.  Yet, I am remem-
bered, seen, and loved 
by my Father in heaven.  
I have His daily texts-
His Word, to remind 
me of that.  God is not 
trying to sound out my 
initials or figure out 
what “DR” means. He 
remembers ME even 
when I don’t remember 
HIM.  

God will not forget us.  
(Feel free to say that out 
loud.)  When we pull 
away from Him, neglect 
His Word, and spend-
ing time talking to Him, 
it can seem like He is 
far away.  In reality, He 
is not the one who has 
moved.  

As I prayed on my 
way to work, I pondered 
the day ahead.  And it 
hit me:  wheelchair.  I 
was supposed to pick up 
a wheelchair!  Merging 
to the turning lane, I 
flipped on my signal.  I 
had just enough time to 
go back for it.  

Next time, I will just 
write out the whole 
word.

Dawn Reed

ON THE PALMS OF HIS HANDS


