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RCIDA,
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Right, Lucas Witt, of MWM Consulting, spoke about industrial prospects to Russell 
Springs Mayor Eddie Thomas, left, and members of the Russell County Industrial 
Development Authority. 

Cabinet of 
Economic 
Development...for 
funds to be used for 
site development 
and infrastructure 
improvements.”

Witt said area 
development dis-
tricts across the state 
were recently asked 
to present sites for 
consideration.

“In terms of imme-
diate outcome from 
the presentation, I 
don’t think we know 
yet,” he said. “We 
had a really good 
conversation with 
the governor and 
(Senior Advisor to 
Kentucky Governor 
Andy Beshear) Rocky 
Adkins afterwards, 
so that was good.”

Witt said there has 
been recent interest 
expressed in Russell 
County from at least 
two industries.

“We’re get-
ting hits,” he said. 
“We’ve been busy 
responding.”

Witt presented 
the authority with a 
report regarding the 
inquiries.

“It gives you a good 
perspective of all the 
things we’re working 
on,” he said.

The authority, 
itself, did not know 
specifics about 
some of the requests 
because due to its 
competitive nature, 
industrial recruit-
ment is a delicate, 
detailed, and often 
confidential process.

Witt said he be-
lieves good things 
are on the horizon.

“I don’t think 
it’s a coincidence 
we presented in 
front of Economic 
Development earlier 

this

month...and we got 
these inquiries,” he 
said.

“I hope we hear 
something within the 
next month or two,” 
he said.

Witt said Russell 
County has recruit-
ment strength, and 
stands out over other 
areas by having the 
only Certified, Food 
& Beverage Shovel-
Ready site in the 
state.

A stand-out of the 
Lake Cumberland 
Regional Industrial 
Complex, located in 
the French Valley 
area, is an up to 
250,000 square-foot 
site boasting a “pad 
ready” designation.

A “pad ready” site 
is attractive,” Witt 
said, because an 
interested industry 
“could start building 
on it tomorrow.”

“There’s a lot in the 
market right now,” 
he said. “We need to 
push that pad-ready 
site.”

RCIDA Member 
Scott Pierce asked 
about the possibility 
of building a second, 
pad-ready site.

“I would say yes,” 
Witt said, “but if 
you’re going to in-
vest more money...I 
would consider buy-
ing more property.”

He said additional 
land would offer 
“more flexibility” 
when trying to re-
cruit industry with 
unique or challeng-
ing needs.

Good land is avail-
able at the site, Witt 
said, but he told 
the authority they 
need to consider the 

needs of prospective 
industry.

“If a project comes 
in that needs 100 
acres and they need 
it to lay a certain 
way, and our cur-
rent property doesn’t 
work,” Witt said, 
“(Additional land) 
is something to 
consider.”

RCIDA Board 
Chairman Clint Voils 
said an effort should 
be made to identify 
available property 
for possible purchase 
in the future.

Russell Springs 
Mayor Eddie Thomas 
praised Witts for 
his efforts on behalf 
of the industrial 
authority.

“I’ve seen him 
work…saw him pres-
ent in Frankfort,” the 
mayor said. “I was 
really impressed. I’d 
put him up against 
anybody.”

Mayor Thomas 
said work is under-
way on a road to 
connect two pieces 
of property behind 
the Five Star off U.S. 
127 near the Louie B. 
Nunn Cumberland 
Parkway.

The RCIDA wel-
comed Christopher 
Ramsey to the board.

Ramsey, who was 
recently placed 
on the IDA by the 
Russell Springs 
City Council, will 
fill the seat of long-
time authority 
member Stephen P. 
Branscum.

(Watch for a future 
feature on Branscum 
and his tenure with 
the RCIDA).

The RCIDA’s next 
regular meeting is 
scheduled for April 
20.


