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Crawfish Chimneys in the Lawn

KENTUCKY DAILY GRAIN PRICES
bids for next day

WEEKLY FEED INGREDIENT
bids for next day

WHOLESALE PRICES, $ PER TON
Owensboro, KYCorn #2 Yellow - Louisville (7.97-8.00) Pennyrile (7.60-7.470)

Soybeans #1 Y - Louisville (16.08) Pennyrile (16.22)
Wheat #2 SRW - Louisville (NA) Pennyrile (10.34-10.39)

Soybean Meal 48% ........442.80
Soybean Hulls .......220.00

Bryanna Smith, Russell Springs, and Josh Jasper, Nicholasville, representing the Kentucky Junior Angus Association, 
were among several Angus youth at the 2022 National Junior Angus Association’s Raising the Bar conference, March 31 
- April 3 in Lubbock, Texas. Seventy-eight juniors from 20 state junior Angus associations participated in the conference, 
to help youth grow as leaders and explore future college and career opportunities, while networking with peers. Photo 
by Peyton Schmitt, American Angus Association

Source: Ric Bessin, UK Extension Entomologist

A common request in the spring is how to get rid 
of crawfish that are making unsightly mud chim-
neys in lawns. Crawfish can be common in lawns 
and other low-lying areas where the water table 
is close to the surface. A single crawfish can dig a 
burrow that can extend several feet deep, and there 
may be dozens near a low spot in a lawn or near 
ponds and creeks.

Fortunately, craw-
fish and the chimneys 
they create do not 
hurt plants or turf. 
They don’t feed on 
plants or roots and are 
considered detritus 
feeders; some are car-
nivorous. But spring is 
when they are spawn-
ing and cleaning out 
and enlarging their 
burrows. The burrows 
with their chimneys 
are, however, unsight-
ly and cause increased 
wear on mowing 
equipment. A practi-
cal way to deal with 
the chimneys is to rake them out or wash them 
away before mowing, but this can be time consum-
ing. Here are some other strategies that may or may 
not work:

• Try to lower the water table or direct drain-
age away from the area to promote drier soil condi-
tions. This can make the area much less favorable 
for crawfish; however, this can be expensive and 
may not be effective during periods of regular 
heavy rains.

• Pesticides and other chemicals are not 
recommended. As crawfish are associated with 
high water tables, there is a high risk that anything 
put into the burrow may contaminate the water 
table. There are no pesticides labeled for crawfish 
control by the EPA or for use in Kentucky. There 
are no chemical treatments of any type that can be 
discussed or recommended.

• Trapping of crawfish can reduce their 
numbers in an area. There are commercial crawfish 
traps, and some designs can be used for trapping 
on lawns. Generally, these are baited with pet foods 
or putrefied meat and need to be checked regular-
ly and bait replaced as needed. Keep in mind that 
these baits will also attract raccoons, opossums, 
and other wildlife, as well as cats, so they need to 
be anchored to the ground with lawn staples or 
stakes.

While there is no silver bullet to control crawfish 
in lawns, the problem is usually seasonal. When the 
drier months of the summer arrive, the problems 
should diminish.

Announcements

Celebrating Russell County Women in 
Agriculture Meeting – May 26, 6:00 PM at the 
Russell County Extension Office. 

Topics: Worm Composting, Succulent Gardens

The Russell County Extension Office will be 
closed May 30 for Memorial Day.

Educational programs of the Kentucky 
Cooperative Extension Service serve all people 
regardless of economic or social status and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic 
origin, national origin, creed, religion, political 
belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, ge-
netic information, age, veteran status, or physical 
or mental disability.

Figure 1. Crawfish chimneys 
are unsightly, but not harmful 
(Photo credit: Chazz Hesselein, 
A l a b a m a  C o o p e r a t i v e 
Extension System, Bugwood.
org).

Smith represents Kentucky at 
National Junior Angus conference

STAR Students

Mrs. Leah’s RSES Kindergar-
ten Vaida Sharp

Mrs. Leah’s RSES Kindergar-
ten Natalie Grimsley


