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BASEBALL,
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First of all, these young 
men have spent count-
less hours practicing and 
competing from a very 
young age. 

Most of this team 
began playing together 
during T-Ball, and all of 
the Seniors (except Cody 
Luttrell, who suffered an 
injury) played together 
at the Babe Ruth World 
Series - along with Aiden 
Antle. 

Late nights often led to 
early mornings, back at 
school or a return to the 
road. 

They’ve undoubt-
edly missed out on a few 
things while chasing their 
passion. 

Being an athlete takes 
a tremendous amount of 
dedication and discipline. 

One of my favorite 
quotes has always been, 
“Hard work beats talent 
when talent does not work 
hard.” 

Secondly, the par-
ents, siblings, and 

grandparents…

How about those moms? 

Washing uniforms, pre-
paring coolers, encourag-
ing, supporting, and loving 
unconditionally. 

I can tell you there’s no 
bigger fan than the mom-
mas - they are fierce, even 
when the score doesn’t 
reflect a win. 

To the dads who always 
said “yes” when their son 
asked them to pitch to 
them, in the rain, in the 
cold, when they’ve worked 
all day and just sat down 
to rest.

The grandparents, who 
along with the rest of 
the family, would travel 
anywhere to watch their 
favorite player. 

The siblings who’ve 
tagged along, sitting 
through the games and 
trips, for the most part, 
without complaining.

To the schools and the 
board members and all of 
those involved in providing 

the funding to continue 
supporting athletics. 

To the coaches and 
coaching staff who tire-
lessly give their time 
because they see the po-
tential in the players, and 
encouårage them to be the 
best they can be on and off 
the field.

Last but not least, the 
fans and the community. 

To the businesses, fans, 
and all of those who finan-
cially support these teams. 

Their support helps pay 
for uniforms, traveling 
expenses, and equipment. 

Russell County is so 
proud of these young men, 
win or lose!

So, let’s not forget all 
that goes into achieving 
what these players have 
accomplished.

Now for the recap…

On Friday, the Lakers 
defeated Woodford 
County, 10-0 to advance 
to the finals of the state 

tournament held on 
Saturday. 

Russell County secured 
the win thanks to six runs 
in the fifth inning. 

Maxon Gosser, Mayes 
Gosser, Nathan Lawson, 
Isaac Roy and Evan 
Hammond each had RBI’s. 
Nathan Lawson, again, 
delivered an outstanding 
performance from the 
mound, lasting six innings, 
allowing zero runs on four 
hits, striking out eight and 
walking zero. 

Trace Stringer and 
Mayes Gosser led the 
Lakers in scoring. 

The semifinal win 
secured the spot for the 
Lakers to take on the 
Tigers of St. Xavier. 

The Lakers accumulated 
seven hits on the day - with 
Trace Stringer and Nathan 
Lawson having two hits for 
Russell County. 

Unfortunately, at the end 
of the game, the Lakers 
historic run came to an 
end. 

The Lakers finish their 
season as 16th District 
Champions, 4th Region 
Champions, and Runner-
Up State Champions. 
At the end of the game, 
Nathan Lawson, Nick 
Aaron, and Cody Luttrell 
were named to the all-
tournament team, and Alex 
Reynolds was awarded the 
Logan Billings Memorial 
Scholarship.

Russell County is so very 
proud of this team and 
they have no doubt left an 
impactful memory in our 
community. 

EDITOR’S NOTE-Please 
visit SmugMug for an 
amazing documentation of 
the Lakers at state by Chris 
Zollner/ Carpe-Imago 
Studio

From left, Lakers Isaac Roy, Cody Luttrell, and Nathan Lawson among teammates 
after earning the state runner-up title Saturday. (Photo by Chris Zollner/ Carpe-Imago 
Studio)

Erika Kelly, DO, is now accepting new patients at Russell Family Medical 
Center.  As an  internal medicine physician, Dr. Kelly joins Dr. Holly Von 
Gruenigen; Dr. Stefanie Dolen; Sharon Benson, APRN; John Partin, APRN; 
Shannon Young, APRN-CPNP; Miranda Jewell, APRN-CPNP; Susan Wilson, 
MSW, LCSW; Jana Bowmer, LCSW; and Anthony Holmes, LPCC-S.  Dr. Kelly is 
passionate about internal medicine and treats patients age 18 years & older.  

There’s a new
doctor in town.
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Russell Family Medical Center 
404 Steve Drive   Russell Springs

Monday - Friday: 7:00 AM to 4:30 PM CT

Schedule an appointment

270.866.3161
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