
THE TIMES JOURNAL | www.russellcountynewspapers.com June 16, 2022 A3

JEFF JOBE, GROUP PUBLISHER
jobe@jobeinc.com 
270-590-6625  Cell

CORPORATE CONTACTS: 
JOBE PUBLISHING INC.
Advertising / Printing / Business 
Operations
270-786-2676 Office  
print@jpinews.com

Michelle Rowe, President
michelle.rowe@jpinews.com

Anissa Meredith, 
Vice President Operations  
anissameredith@jpinews.com 

Lesia Logsdon, 
VP Reader Services
lesialogsdon@jpinews.com

Pam Wright, VP Finance
pamwright@jpinews.com

Becky Jones, 
VP Visual Communications 
beckyjones@jpinews.com

Jessie Crabtree, VP Sales 
270-590-8633
jccrabtree@jpinews.com

Courtney Douglas , 
Susan Forbes 
Production Team Leaders 
print@jpinews.com

Reneé Daffron, Graphics
renee@jobeinc.com

Citizen-Times/Scottsville Office
Crissy Bryant, Graphic Designer
Lake Doss, Graphic Designer
270-237-3441
Crystal Spencer, Advertising/
General Manager
crystal@thecitizen-times.com. 
270-622-2025
 
Barren County Progress/ 
Glasgow Office
Jennifer Moonsong, General Mgr.
jupitermoonsong@yahoo.com   

Cumberland County News/ 
Burkesville Office
Greg Wells, Editor
Billy Guffey, Layout/Graphics
Jessica Pitcock, Office Mgr.
ccn@burkesville.com
270-864-3891 Office
J.R. Jessie, Sales
jrjessie@jpinews.com. 
270-861-9395

Butler County Republican 
Banner/ Morgantown Office
Lynzie Embry, Managing Editor
sales@jpinews.com. 
270-792-4384

Edmonson County News/ 
Brownsville Office
Lynn Bledsoe, Reporter
Jessica Pitcock, Reporter
ednews@windstream.net. 
270-597-3115 Office
Lisa Tarter, Sales  
lisa@jobeinc.com

Hart County News Herald/ 
Horse Cave Office
Mary Beth Sallee, Reporter
marybeth@jpinews.com   
270-786-2676 Office

Edmonton Herald News/ 
Edmonton Office 
Jennifer Moonsong, General Mgr.
jupitermoonsong@yahoo.com. 
PJ Martin, Editor  heraldnews@
jpinews.com  270-432-3291 
Office

Times Journal/ 
Russell Springs Office
Wade Daffron, Editor
Lisa Coffey, Reporter/Office Mgr.
270-866-3191 Office
news@russellcountynewspapers.com
J.R. Jessie, Sales
jrjessie@jpinews.com   
270-861-9395
Jessie Crabtree, Sales 
270-590-8633
jccrabtree@jpinews.com

The Times Journal
USPS 617-680

Periodicals Postage Paid At 
Russell Springs, KY 42642

Postmaster send change of address to 
THE TIMES JOURNAL 

PO Box 190, 
Russell Springs, KY 42642

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
In Russell and adjoining counties $29.00 Both print and online 

THURSDAY PAID
Out of County $39.00 | International $89.00

The Times Journal is part of the Jobe news and advertising network; serving more homes in Allen, Barren, Butler, Cumberland, Edmonson, Hart, 
Metcalfe, and Russell than all others combined. Russell County’s oldest continuous news source.

GOSPEL,
     — Continued from Page One

The Blakey Quartet, presently consisting of from left, 
standing, Keith Blakey, Junior Blakey, and Bob Ford, 
and seated, Ron Readnour, is hosting the “Bill Twyman 
Gospel Sing” here this weekend.

worthy of being preserved.”

The “homecoming style” 
gospel “sing” sprang from a 
desire to keep those sacred 
songs relevant.

“He feared they would 
disappear from many of 
our worship services un-
less we kept them as a part 
of our worship,” Blakey 
said. “He knew the songs 
were more important than 
the singers - thus removing 
the arrogance and compe-
tition among us.”

The fact 16 amazing acts 
are part of this weekend’s 
event proves Tyman was 
truly on to something.

“The only way the com-
munity gospel singing 
could be successful was to 
love each other and to love 
God,” Blakey said. “One 
individual cannot assemble 
a choir like this but God 
could.”

“This is a group of sing-
ers, that most weekends, 
are out ministering but 
come together three to four 
times per year to sing these 
old songs in a Gaither-style 
homecoming choir,” Blakey 
said. “These folks are dedi-
cated and very talented 
singers and musicians that 
come together for these 
special events - dedicat-
ing their time, talents, and 
finances while receiving no 
compensation - to further 
spread the good news 
about Jesus Christ and to 
keep the old hymns alive.”

“We have been blessed 
with congregations and 
wonderful people with like 
minds across the state of 
Kentucky and I believe God 
has liked this combination 
also,” Blakey believes. 

He considers it a bless-
ing to have the singing here 
at “home.”

“This event has been 
held several times at First 
Baptist in Russell Springs, 
but it has been a few years 
since we’ve been back 

locally,” he said. “Since 
this is the first year that 
we have put this event 
together, we wanted to 
start in our home county 
and present this evening of 
southern gospel music to 
our home folks.”

The Bill Twyman 
Gospel Sing has been 
held in Bowling Green, 
Elizabethtown , Louisville, 
Somerset, Shepherdsville, 
and Versailles over the past 
few years.

Due to health reasons, 
Twyman is stepping aside, 
but assisting the Blakey 
Quartet with the continua-
tion of these events. 

He said he is thankful 
for the Blakeys commit-
ment to tradition.

“I am so excited about 
our singing at Bernard 
Ridge Church of God this 
Saturday!” Twyman said. 
“Some of the best south-
ern gospel singers and 
groups in Kentucky (and 
Tennessee) will be there. 
I love this choir and the 
harmony. These songs have 
been blessing folks for de-
cades and I can already tell 
it will be a great time.”

Blakey said a wide 
range of performers 
including: Joymakers 
Quartet, Leland Humphrey 
Family, Cumberland 
Thunder, Family Legacy, 
Commonwealth Quartet, 
Victory Road, Revelators, 
Jody Wheeler, Community 
Quartet, Kenny and 
Laura Roberts, Jay and 
Sandra Boyd, New Harvest 
Singers, The Noblemen, 
Denise Watts Wilson, The 
Blakey Quartet, and the 
man himself, Bill Twyman, 
with Kelly Cruze are per-
forming FREE at the local 
celebration.

The Bill Twyman 
Gospel Sing will be held 
this Saturday, June 18, 
6:30 p.m., at the Bernard 
Ridge Church of God, 170 
Stephens Ridge Rd, in 
Russell Springs.

A love offering will be 
taken, and proceeds will go 
to support the youth of the 
Bernard Ridge Church of 
God (BRCOG).

Blakey said widespread 
interest has been shown 
for the event.

“Hopefully this will be 
one of many more in years 
to come,” he said.


