
meet Marti, tour the 
facility, and register for 
classes.

Students could choose 
classes for tap, ballet, 
jazz, acrobatic tum-
bling, pre-school tap, 
ballet, and tumbling, 
and adult tap, ballet, 
and “excerdance.”

And so with 35-40 
students, The Dance 
Shoppe began.

They quickly out-grew 
their original location.

With humor, Terry 
recalled a unique situa-
tion with being located 
close to a feed mill. 

“I remember when 
chickens showed up 
when the kids were 
dancing one afternoon 
and walked right in,” 
she laughed.

Marti went on to  rent 
a couple more buildings 
before finally saving 
enough to purchase the 
building in which she is 
now located. 

“It was the old pool 
room,” Terry said. “I 
believe there’s still a 
bullet hole in the front 
window.” 

The new location was 
quickly readied for her 
students. 

Her parents, Corky 
and Irma Sallee, 
laid tiles in the now 
Dance Shoppe iconic 
shape of a ballerina that 
is still there.

Throughout the years 
The Dance Shoppe 
grew and hundreds of 
children were given the 
opportunity to dance. 

One of those dancers 
stayed with the studio 
and continues on now. 

“Lifetimer” Lisa 
Gosser started with Ms. 
Marti eager to learn. 

“The Dance Shoppe 
and I have shared 
many wonderful recit-
als, halftime shows, 
special event appear-
ances, Nutcracker and 
Christmas productions 
together,” Lisa said.  

“I started teaching 
gymnastics in 1990 
and never stopped 
(only to have children),” 
she said. “This is my 
40th Recital. You learn 
so much more than 
dance and gymnastics 
at the DS, you learn 
commitment, loyalty, 
dedication, strong work 
ethic something I’ve 
carried with me to 
adulthood.” 

Jamie McQueary is 
another student that de-
veloped a love of dance 
under Marti’s tutelage. 

“I have been a part of 

“The Dance Shoppe” for 
39 years,” she said. “It is 
by far one of the great-
est loves of my life. Miss 
Marti has taught me 
discipline, resilience, 
dedication and so much 
more. The one thing 
that’s never changed is 
my love for this studio 
and Martha Sallee.”

Inspired by Ms. 
Marti, students like 
Jamie and Jessica Critz 
have even discovered 
a love of teaching and 
have gone on to become 
educators themselves.

“It’s difficult to find 
the words to describe 
someone that has had 
such a lasting impact on 
your life,” Jessica said.

“Marti has been a 
huge part of my life 
since I was ten years 
old,” she said. “Thirty 
years later she is so 
much more than a 
dance teacher, a mentor, 
or an employer. She is 
family. Her dedication 
to The Dance Shoppe 
helped me to learn 
how to not be afraid to 
have high expectations 
for myself and those 
around me. She was 
also the first person 
to see that I had po-
tential teaching kids. 
I often tell people that 
I learned how to be an 
effective teacher years 
before I graduated 
from college. I learned 
by watching her and 
trying my best to make 
her proud. Those years 
teaching tiny dancers at 
The Dance Shoppe ulti-
mately led to my career 
in education.”

Now, 40 years after 
its inception, The Dance 
Shoppe employees 16 
instructors - includ-
ing Marti’s sister, Patty 
Grider, and nephew 
Zach Grider.

Patty appreciates the 
influence her sister has 
had on her children.

“She’s taught my kids 
responsibility and hard 
work and not to quit 
when things get tough,” 
Patty said.

With the dance-
wear demand of now 

hundreds of students 
from Russell and sur-
rounding counties, 
The Dance Shoppe 
has grown to have its 
own store, Onstage 
Dancewear, operated by 
Patty.

With the 40th annual 
recital approaching, 
Zach looks back with 
deep love and gratitude 
for his aunt and the 
legacy she has created.

“I’m forever thankful 
for Marti and the dream 
she had 40 years ago,” 
Zach said. 

“She has taught me so 
much more than dance 
and gymnastics,” he 
said. “She’s taught disci-
pline, respect, responsi-

bility, and how to really 
perform (and not just 
on a stage). My favorite 
thing she says is ‘It’s 
better to look good than 
to feel good’ and I truly 
believe that! It’s tough 
to work with family, and 
Marti and I butt heads 
a lot. She’s the ‘bad 
cop,’ I’m the ‘good cop,’ 
but that’s why we’re a 
successful team. The 
dream team, if you will. 
I’m excited to continue 
on her legacy (whenever 
she decides to give it up) 
and I hope I can con-
tinue to bring the art 
of dance and the skill 
of gymnastics to this 
community that I call 
home!”

The Dance Shoppe’s 
40th recital, themed 
“Ms. Marti’s Mixtape,” 
is a tribute to Marti’s 
favorite music artists 
and will include a solo 
performance by Ms. 
Marti. 

Several of her stu-
dents can be seen in a 
“parade” of costumes 
worn by Marti herself 
throughout the years.

With hundreds of 
performers, the an-
nual recital outgrew 
local venues and is 
held at the Center of 
Rural Development in 
Somerset. 

“Ms. Marti’s Mixtape” 
will be performed this 
Saturday, June 25th in 
Somerset at Noon CDT.
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Wilbur Barnes' family, B.B., Paula, 
Brad, Jalena, Garrett, and I are eternally 
grateful to our many relatives and friends for 
their love and support during the loss of our 
loving husband, father, and grandfather.

We are also grateful to 
H.E. Pruitt Memory 
Chapel, the ministers 
and singers who 
conducted Wilbur's 
funeral services; along 
with our family and 
friends who assisted 
with Wilbur's burial.

Wilbur would have 
been proud!

Margie & Family

DANCE,
     — Continued from Page One

An ad promoting the opening of the Dance Shoppe 
printed in an 1982 edition of The Times Journal.


