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What the World Needs Today Are Fathers

By Dr. James L. Snyder

There is much talk
today about what’s
wrong with our society.
That list is pretty long,
but the most important
cause of problems in
our culture today is
the lack of fathers. So
many children grow up
without a father in the
home. How tragic.

My father passed
away a little over 12
years ago. I remember
many things he taught
me or at least tried to
teach me. One of the
most significant things
was when I became a
teenager, he said, “Son,
just because you get a
girl pregnant doesn’t
mean you're a father.”

I didn’t quite un-
derstand what he was
talking about at the
time. Years later, I un-
derstood what he was
talking about.

My parents would
come down to Florida
as snowbirds every year
and stayed not far from
where I lived. For the
last week of my father’s

life, I was with him, and

most of the time, he
was in a coma state.

Then, much to
everybody’s surprise,
he woke up one day as
though nothing was
wrong with him.

One of the things
my father did was talk
to me, “Son, I don’t
want to stay here in
Florida. I want to get
ready and go back to
Pennsylvania. Can
you drive me back
tomorrow?”

We had a long discus-
sion about this, and I
cheerfully said, “Oh,
dad, of course, I'd be
happy to drive you
home tomorrow.”

One of his friends
overheard our conver-
sation. Towards the end
of the day, he took me
out to the garage and
had a rather straight-
forward conversation
with me.

“Do you know how
serious your father is?
Do you know that he
could never last that
trip home?”

When he was done
ranting about all this
and quieted down, I

explained what was go-
ing on.

“I know how sick
my father is,” I said as
seriously as possible.
“I know that my father
will not last more than
a couple of days, and
I do not want my last
conversation with my
father to be a vicious
argument. Whatever he
wants now, I am willing
to go along with.”

My father’s friend
looked at me and said,
“I'm so sorry. I never
thought of it like that.”
Pausing for a few mo-
ments, he said, “You are
absolutely right to make
your father happy in the
last moments of his life.
You are a good son.”

The rest of that night,
my father and I talked
about how we would
travel back home to
Pennsylvania tomor-
row. Whatever he said, I
enthusiastically agreed,
and we had a wonderful
conversation.

The next day my fa-
ther went back into that
coma, and the following
day he passed away.

I was so glad I had that
conversation with my
father before he passed
away. A good son is a
result of a good father.
Although my father was
not perfect, I learned a
lot of life lessons from
him and I'm only now
beginning to appreciate
all that he taught me.

Thinking about this
I was reminded of a
very special verse of
Scripture. “The father
of the righteous will
greatly rejoice, And he
who sires [gives birth] a
wise son will be glad in
him” (Proverbs 23:24).

My goal in life is to be
a reflection of my father
to my children and
grandchildren and all
the people around me.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala, FL with
the Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage.
Telephone 1-352-216-
3025, e-mail james-
snyder51@gmail.com;

website www.jamessny-
derministries.com.
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RETIREMENT PLAN?

If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or
profit sharing plan, call the Mid-America Pension
Rights Project at (866) 735-7737 to get free legal advice.
Funded by the US. Administration on Aging, MAPRP
staff provides free legal assistance to anyone with a
question about their retirement plan.

CALL US TODAY 1.866.735.7737
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"| can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." -Philippians 4:13 (NKJV)

3trees Church
270-866-8811
270-250-7904
Russell Springs Location
3515 KY- West 80

Campbellsville Location
1 Living Grace Drive
(First Wednesday of each
month)

Battlefield Baptist Church
954 W. Steve Wariner Dr.
Russell Springs

Beckham Ridge
Separate Baptist
Hwy 1729

Bernard Ridge
Church of God

241 Stephens Ridge Rd.
Russell Springs

Bethel United Baptist
Church
Decatur Road, Dunnville

Bethel United
Methodist Church
Bethel Church Road

Jamestown

Bethesda Community
Fellowship
3109 S. Hwy 127
Russell Springs

Bethlehem Separate
Baptist Church
West Hwy 80
Russell Springs

Cedar Springs United
Baptist

Clearfork Baptist Church
760 Clearfork Rd. Eli, KY
(270) 866-7683

Clear Springs Missionary
Baptist Church

Est Hwy 619, Bernard Ridge,
Russell Springs

Coffey's Chapel United
Methodist Church
Eli, KY

Coffey's Friendship
Separate Baptist
Off S. Hwy 55 (V2 mile on
Coffey's Schoolhouse Rd)

Coffey Grove Separate
Baptist Church
1330 Blankenship Road
Jamestown

Concord Wesleyan
Church
6033 S Highway 1680
Jamestown

Creelsboro Church of
the Nazarene
Creelsboro Christian
Church
4286 S. HWY 379
Jamestown

Cross Creek Church
1673 N. Main St. Jamestown

Cumberland Baptist
Church
627 E. Cumberland Ave.
Jamestown
Bus Ministry Available:
(270) 343-3738

Fairview Baptist Church
E. Hwy. 80

Fairview Separate
Baptist Church
4313 N Hwy. 55

Jamestown
Bro. Doug Baldwin, Pastor

First Baptist Church
of Russell Springs
392 E. Hwy 80,
Russell Springs
Sunday

Faith Temple Full
Gospel Church
West Hwy 80 (Royville)

First Apostolic Church
3563 E. Hwy 80
Russell Springs

First United Methodist
Church of Jamestown
157 N. Main Street
Jamestown
Phone: (270)-343-4187

Freedom Christian
Church
Sun. School 10 a.m.
Worship Service 10:45
Wed. Service 6:30 pm
Garrett Crawford, Pastor
Avery Gengelbach, Youth
Minister

Friendship Baptist
E. Hwy 80

French Valley United
Methodist Church
2272 Hwy 379
Russell Springs

Good Tidings Baptist
W. Hwy 76 - Russell/Adair
line

Grace Family Fellowship
170 Stephens Ridge Rd.
Russell Springs

Grace Independent
Baptist
Dowell Road
Russell Springs
Phone: (270)-866-2554

Greater Hope
Christian Fellowship
N. Hwy 127 Russell Springs

Grider's Chapel United
Methodist Church
3913 Highway 1058

Jamestown

Hayes Chapel
Church
1353 W. Hwy 619
Russell Springs

Holy Spirit Catholic
Church
406 N. Main Street
Jamestown

Jamestown Christian
Church
65 S. Main St.,, Jamestown

Jamestown Church of
the Nazarene
132 S. Main St., Jamestown

Jamestown Community
Church
312 Monument Square
Jamestown

Jamestown First
Baptist Church
165 W. Cumberland Ave.
Jamestown

Jamestown Seventh-Day
Adventist Church
100 Freedom Church Road
—Junc. 55 & 127 Jamestown
Phone: (270) 507-9434

Liberty Baptist Church
Wilson Street,
Russell Springs

Main Street Church of
God

Manntown United
Methodist

Mt. Calvary Baptist
Church
Damron Creek Road
Russell Springs

Mt Eden United Baptist
Church
Mt. Eden Road

Mt Hope Separate
Baptist Church
Jamestown

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Phone: (270) 585-9299

Mt. Pleasant UMC
3944 W Hwy 92
Russell Springs

Phone: (270) 343-2100

Mt. Vernon Baptist
Church
S.Hwy 619, Jamestown

New Victory Baptist
Church
460 Arles Hale Rd.
Russell Springs

Oak Grove Separate
Baptist Church
Blair School House Road

Old Liberty Community
Church
W. Hwy 92
Russell Springs

Ono Community Church
Hwy. 1611

Pine Grove Separate
Baptist Church
Below Eli

Pine Grove United
Baptist Church
Gosser Ridge Community

Pine Top Church of Christ
Pine Top Rd. Russell Springs

Poplar Grove Baptist
Church
North 127

Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church
250 French Valley Court
Russell Springs
Phone: (270) 866-4656

Rockhouse Christian
Church

Royville Friendship
Church
West Hwy 80
Russell Springs

Russell Springs
Christian Church
Main & College St.

Russell Springs

Russell Springs Church of
the Nazarene
1442 W. Steve Wariner Dr.

Russell Springs
Lighthouse Church
86 Owenstown
Schoolhouse Rd.
Russell Springs

Russell Springs United
Baptist Church
Junction 80&127

The Church
at the Springs
226 Jamestown St.
Russell Springs
Phone: (270) 866-5180

Sano Baptist Church
3005 Hwy 1729
Russell Springs

Phone: (270) 343-4378

Sewellton Church of God
of Prophecy
253 Ballinger Road
Jamestown

Solid Rock Church
189 West Drive
Russell Springs

Phone: (270) 866-4097

Springs of Free Life
Church
635 Main St.
Russell Springs
Phone: (270)-866-8748

The Church of God
PO.Box 2121 - Hwy 1729
Russell Springs

Union Baptist Church
3525 Gosser Ridge Road

Union Chapel United
Methodist
Pastor: Dennis Kiser
Phone: (270) 566-1596
999 Hwy 1058
Jamestown
Worship 9:30
Sunday School 10:30
Follow us on social media!

Welfare Baptist Church
Middletown, Hwy 127

West 80 Church of God
3733 W. Hwy 80
Russell Springs

Whites Chapel Separate
Baptist Church

Willow Oak Church of
Christ
Half-Acre Road

Word of God Church
240 Hopper Street
Phone: (270) 866-2696

EPPERSON

Plumbing | Electric

Est. 1970 Insured & Licensed
WWw.eppersoninc.com
License #M01101, MP7304, CE6437

606-679-7476
800-679-7475

Air Conditioning | Heating
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McDonald's
Russell Springs ¢ 866-7155

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
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Russell County
Hospital

270-866-4141

FEATURE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE!
Call us at
(270) 866-3191




