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WILLIAMS,
     — Continued from Page One

Gospel artist/Russell County native Kevin Williams with members of the Russell County 
School Board and local Family Resource/Youth Services Centers.  

presented a total 
of $91,610.91 to the 
Russell County School 
System.

Since 2014 (Except 
during the pandemic), 
gospel musician/hu-
morist Williams has 
held concerts in his 
hometown to raise 
money for children fac-
ing challenges.

“I was one of those 
kids,” he said. “I was 
a kid who grew up in 
a trailer park here in 
Russell County and I 
had a lot of help.”

Williams has per-
formed all over the 
globe, and is known 
for his work with the 
Gaither family and 
numerous other gospel 
legends.

Each year he looks 
homeward.

“In 2014, we set out 
to do something really 
kinda unheard of and 
crazy to help future 
generations,” he said. “I 
poured this little idea 
out to this precious 
community…”

“In this society today, 
you see a drastic lack 
of motivation to go out 
and be something,” 
Williams said. “You see 
a lack of role models…
and I could go on and 
on down the list.”

Always armed with 
an impressive array 
of facts and figures, 
Williams said one of 
every three children in 
Russell County “is in 
poverty.”

“We wanted to take a 
stab at that,” he ex-
plained. “And it begins 
with meeting some 
basic needs. So we said, 

‘Can we maybe provide 
shoes for a kid that 
needs shoes?’ ” 

“The county game 
together that first year 
in 2014 and raised 
$20,000,” Williams 
proudly recalls. “And it 
has kept going up and 
up.”

Which made last 
Thursday very special.

“It’s a very mean-
ingful day for me,” 
Williams said. 

The nearly $92,000 
raised through fund-
raising efforts and a 
recent free concert at 
the Russell Springs 
First Baptist Church 
will be distributed to 
each resource center 
“based on the number 
of kids served,” he told 
the board.

“This probably 
couldn’t happen some-
place else,” he said. 
“There’s no other 
county out of 120 coun-
ties in Kentucky doing 
this and doing it this 
way for the kids. You’re 
looking at a grassroots 
effort right here in 
Russell County.”

Williams praised the 
Russell County School 
Board for their support 
and involvement.

He also pointed 
out money raised for 
Kevin’s Kids is in a 
“protected fund…used 
only for these needs.”

“I’m grateful for 
that,” he said. 

He applauded re-
source centers for the 
work they do to meet 
specific needs for 
children

“They’ve been 
great stewards of this 
money,” Williams said. 
“They have managed it 
so well. They’re truly 
amazing people.”

Russell County 
School Superintendent 
Michael A. Ford in-
formed Williams fund-
ing through Kevin’s 
Kids is doing more and 
more for local children 
- including things such 
as assisting with dental 
needs.

“There’s no funding 
stream for that type of 
stuff,” Ford said. “We 
would have never been 
able to do those types 
of things….without 
Kevin Williams.”

“There’s all kinds 
of things we never 
dreamed of when we 
started,” Williams said. 

“We’re pretty proud 
of this,” he said. “This 
couldn’t have been done 
without a county that 
cares.”

Williams said Kevin’s 
Kids has gained recog-
nition over the years, 
and even has annual, 
out-of-state donors.

“We are truly 
blessed,” he said. 
“We’ve all been a part 
of the success of this 
program.”

As Williams de-
parted, Russell 
County School Board 
Chairperson Sheila 
Wicker asked to make a 
comment.

“This is what out stu-
dents can look up to,” 
she said of Williams. 
“This is what Russell 
County is. We want to 
thank you for being a 
good role model.”


