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BASEBALL,
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This season’s team 
had nine seniors.

“The most I’ver ever 
had,” Rexroat said. “But 
this year, this group of 
nine seniors not only 
won the region, but 
they made a big impact 
on everybody’s life as-
sociated with baseball. 
They’ve had not only an 
excellent year, but their 
whole baseball career 
(including Babe Ruth 
play) has been success-
ful. All of these guys 
are going to go on to 
be something in their 
lives. They’re all going 
to be successful.”

Rexroat said the team 
rose to any and every 
challenge.

“They (seniors) 
started with COVID as 
sophomores and didn’t 
get to play,” Coach 
Rexroat said. “We 
didn’t have a whole lot 
of experience going into 
the junior year.”

“When you re-
ally think about it, they 
missed 22 months of 
baseball,” he said. “We 
played our last game 
in 2019…and we didn’t 
come back til their ju-
nior year. They put in a 
lot of work to get where 
they were.”

“There was ups and 
downs, there was ad-
versity along the way,” 
Rexroat said. “I’m very 
proud of them.”

The Lakers compiled 
a best-ever season 
record of 31-7, and 
fell 11-1 against Saint 
Xavier, of Louisville, in 
the state championship 
game last month.

Coach Rexroat said 
many elements of the 
championship pursuit 
“were awesome.”

He fondly remem-
bered a post on social 
media by the Kentucky 
High School Athletic 
Association (KHSA A) 
showing a huge Russell 
County fanbase in 
attendance with the 
phrase, “When the 
whole county has your 
back.”

“That picture there…
of all those people…was 
so amazing, so special,” 
he said. “It meant a lot.”

Among those fans 
was former teacher and 
school superintendent 
Brooks Bates.

Bates was a member 
of the 1957 Russell 
County Baseball team 
who made it all the way 
to the state.

“Brooks has been 
to a lot of our games,” 
Rexroat said. “He is a 
big Lakers supporter 
through all the years. It 
was just special to look 
up in the stands and 
see somebody from that 
team that made the 
Final Four, and here we 
are in 2022, and he’s up 
there cheering us on.”

Rexroat said it was 
an honor to have Bates, 
and teammate Lloyd 
Coffey attend the 
banquet.

“We’re glad to have 
them here,” Coach 
Rexroat said. 

Coffey and Bates 
were presented base-
balls autographed by 

members of the Laker 
Baseball team.

Rexroat said Russell 
County Baseball, which 
began over six decades 
years ago, is steeped in 
tradition.

“Sixty-five winning 
seasons in 65 years is 
really great for our pro-
gram,” he said. “From 
1955 to 2022 we have so 
many memories to be 
proud of.”

The coach praised the 
Russell County School 
Board “for their vi-
sion,” the community 
“for their support,” and 
parents and guardians 
for their commitment 
to raising exceptional 
student athletes.

“They (students) have 
to have something es-
tablished before we get 
them at the high school 
level,” Rexroat said. 

The Laker Baseball 
Varsity team, Junior 
Varsity, and Middle 
School teams were 
all recognized at the 
banquet.

In closing, Rexroat 
reminded players of 
their legacy.

“The memories you 
made, the ride you 
put us on…we’ll never 
forget it,” Rexroat said. 
“This county will re-
member you guys, the 
whole team, for many 
years to come.”

Watch The Times 
Journal Facebook page 
this week for team and 
individual photos from 
the banquet.

By Lisa Coffey 
Times Journal

A local man has been 
honored with a state ath-
letic award.

Each year, the Kentucky 
High School Athletic 
Association (KHSAA) 
honors the top officials for 
the 10 sports in which it 
licenses officials. 

Finalists in each sport 
are selected through a 
combination of not only 
on-field performance but 
local association activity 
and leadership, training 
efforts and the mentoring 
of newer officials.

One official in 
each sport is named 
“Outstanding Official of 
the Year” for their sport 
in appreciation of their 
dedication and service to 
schools and student-ath-
letes across the state. 

Winners are selected 
following consultation 
with local assigning 
secretaries, veteran of-
ficials’ observers, coaches 
throughout the state and 
additional staff review.

The Outstanding 
Officials of the Year 
for the 2021-22 winter 
and spring seasons are 
James Johns for basket-
ball, Joseph Phillips for 
swimming & diving, Eric 
Friddle for wrestling, Ron 
Rawe for baseball, Randy 
Chapman for softball and 
Sadie Gambrel for track 
& field, while Paul Lewis 
was named the Larry G. 
Boucher Assigner of the 
Year. Each finalist will 
receive a commemora-
tive watch and certificate 
courtesy of the Officials 
Division Trust Fund, with 
the Official of the Year 
receiving an additional 
recognition award.

With officiating 

numbers declining at the 
national level, the KHSAA 
is always accepting appli-
cations from individuals 
interested in giving back 
to their community. 

Officiating remains a 
great avenue to stay ac-
tive, earn extra spending 
money and ensure that 
high school athletics are 
preserved for the current 
and future generations. 

To get involved 
as an official, visit 
KHSAA.org: https://
khsaa.org/officials/
officiating-information/

Jospeh Phillips started 
out running the timing 
console at high school 
meets for the Russell 
County High School Swim 
Team. 

He soon took his test to 
become a swimming of-
ficial and became a Level 

2 KHSAA Swim Official 
and has been officiating 
for many years. 

Phillips has been a 
valuable asset to the 
RCHS Swim Team, serv-
ing as head official, as 
well as organizing and 
communicating with 
teams across the state 
in hosting the Laker Fall 
Preview, Region 3 Swim 
Championships, and 
KHSAA Semi-State meets. 

“He is highly respected 
by coaches and officials 
across the commonwealth 
and Russell County High 
School is blessed to have 
him,” RCHS Swim Team 
Coach Glenda Prater said.

Jospeh is married to 
Dianna Toole Phillips 
and together they have 
three children, Ashten, 
EmmaRae, and Jacob, all 
former or current swim 
team members.

Joseph Phillips

Joseph Phillips named 
as Outstanding Official


