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Contrary to the idea 
that the older you get, the 
more you forget, it has 
never been my experi-
ence. I have forgotten 
things for as long as I can 
remember. I even forget 
things that never actually 
happened.

As a young person, I 
was quite fascinated with 
uncle Fred. Everybody 
who knew him called him 
Sir Forgets-A-Lot.

I remember once 
spending a whole day 
with him working on his 
farm. I forget what we 
were doing, but we spent 
our time together. He told 
me one funny story after 
another, and I enjoyed 
them all.

Finally, I had come to 
the point of asking him 
about his nickname.

“Uncle Fred, why 
do they call you Sir 
Forgets-A-Lot?”

He looked at me, 
laughed, sat down and 
began explaining the 
situation. I was eager to 
hear the story from his 
perspective.

“Well,” he said as he 
began his story, “it’s basi-
cally because I do forget 
a lot of things.” And then 
he laughed.

Then he said something 
that sort of stumped me.

“Son,” he said with a 
very serious tone of voice, 
“sometimes the best 
thing you can do is to 
forget something.”

Then he gave me some 
illustrations.

“I’m sorry I didn’t 
show up at your birthday 
party; I just forgot. Please 
forgive me.”

“I’m sorry I didn’t send 
you that money; I just 
forgot. Please forgive me.”

I began to understand 
why anybody who knew 
uncle Fred called him Sir 
Forgets-A-Lot. He got out 
of trouble whenever he 
was in trouble by confess-
ing that he had forgotten 
about it.

He didn’t forget 
anything; he was simply 
manipulating people at 
the time. The great part 
was that very few people, 

maybe I’m the only one, 
ever knew what he was 
doing.

I thought about him 
for a while, and the more 
I thought about him, the 
more I began to under-
stand what he was talking 
about. So no matter what 
problem he was in, he 
could solve that problem 
by saying, “I just forgot. 
Please forgive me.”

Uncle Fred passed 
away a few years back, 
and I can’t forget him. 
I now know why he was 
always smiling, and I 
am interested in what 
he was teaching me. 
Whether he was teaching 
me intentionally or not, 
I am becoming a grade A 
student.

The test of all this 
is in front of The 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. She never 
knew uncle Fred, and I 
have yet to tell her his 
story. Some things are 
better forgotten, if you 
know what I mean.

When I come against 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage, I must 
understand that she 

never forgets anything. 
In fact, I have suspected 
on many occasions that 
she remembered some-
thing that never actually 
happened. I have never 
addressed that in front 
of her. That’s why I’m a 
happy husband.

She will often query 
me by stating, “Did you 
remember….?” I always 
reply, “I’m sorry, my 
dear, I just forgot. Please 
forgive me.”

Forgetting is not just 
the blessing of old age, it’s 
just a blessing.

“For I will be merciful 
to their unrighteousness, 
and their sins and their 
iniquities will I remem-
ber no more” (Hebrews 
8:12).

Even God exercises the 
blessing of forgetting, for 
which I am so grateful.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.james-
snyderministries.com.

Sir Forgets-A-Lot to the Rescue
By Dr. James L. Snyder
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On Saturday, 
October 1, the Old 
Salem Two-Room 
School Reunion will 
be held at noon C.S.T. 
in the cafeteria at 
Salem Elementary. 

Please pass along 
the date to insure ev-
ery knows about it.

Bring your photos 
and anything you 
have to show and tell 
us about regarding 
the time you attended 
school there.

We are so looking 
forward to seeing ev-
eryone as it has been 
several years since we 
have gotten together.

Bring a favorite dish 
and expect to have a 
good time!

We will have a Silent 
Auction if you have 
anything you would 
like to donate.

Drinks and all 
supplies needed for a 
meal will be provided.

The spouses of de-
ceased classmates are 
also invited to attend.

Any question can 
be directed to Pam 
Bradshaw at (270) 
805-1473.

Hope to see a huge 
crowd there!

(Submitted)

Salem two-room school 
reunion returning 
after several years


