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"And the star-spangled banner
forever shall wave

O’er the land of the free and the
home of the brave!" 

Francis Scott Key

As we celebrate Independence Day, we are once 
again reminded that freedom is not free. Just as 

America fought for independence in 1776, American 
troops continue to defend freedom around the world 

today. July Fourth is a day to honor the men and 
women who have sacrificed so much to protect our 

liberty. It’s a day to proudly celebrate our great 
country and the ideals it represents.
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Happy Birthday, America! 
Have a safe and happy July 4th!
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In 2022, America will celebrate its 
247th birthday. Independence was 

achieved from Great Britain following 
the Revolutionary War. The founding 

fathers signed the Declaration of 
Independence on July 4, 1776.

Thank a 
Veteran for the 
sacrifices they 
made to keep 
America free. 

Pray for 
America.

Happy Birthday 
America!
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Residents of  the 
United States spend 
July 4th celebrating 
the country’s indepen-
dence. Though July 4 
has served as Ameri-
ca’s Independence Day 
for centuries, many 
other significant and 
memorable  events 
have taken place on 
the fourth day of July.

1744: The Treaty 
of Lancaster is signed 
in Pennsylvania. The 
treaty dictates that 
the Iroquois will cede 
land between the Al-
legheny Mountains 
and the Ohio River to 
the British colonies.

1776: The United 
States Declaration 
of Independence is 
adopted by the Sec-
ond Continental Con-
gress. July 4 actually 
marks the day the fi-
nal wording of the dec-
laration, which had 
been submitted on 
July 2, was approved.

• 1802: The Unit-
ed States Military 
Academy off icial ly 
commences  opera-
tions. Located in West 
Point, New York, the 
USMA is the oldest 
of the five American 
service academies.

• 1826: On the fifti-

Notable events that have 
taken place on July Fourth

eth anniversary of the 
adoption of the Dec-
laration of the Inde-
pendence, the second 
and third presidents 
of the United States, 
J o h n  A d a m s  a n d 
Thomas Jefferson, re-
spectively, pass away. 
Both men were in-
strumental to Ameri-
can success during the 
American Revolution.

1831: Samuel Fran-
cis Smith’s “America 
(My Country, ‘Tis of 
Thee)” is performed 
i n  p u b l i c  f o r  t h e 
first time. The per-
formance took place 
during a children’s 
Independence  Day 
celebration in Boston.

1845:  Naturalist 
and essayist Henry Da-
vid Thoreau moves into 
a cabin on Walden Pond 
in Concord, Massachu-
setts. His experiences 
there would later be de-
tailed in “Walden Pond.”

1913 :  Pres ident 
Woodrow Wilson ad-
dresses veterans of the 
American Civil War at 
a reunion marking the 
fiftieth anniversary of 
the Battle of Gettys-
burg. More than 50,000 
veterans of the war, in-
cluding roughly 9,000 
Confederate veterans, 
attend the reunion.

1939 :  New York 

Yankees first baseman 
Lou Gehrig announces 
his retirement to a 
crowd at Yankee Stadi-
um, informing them he 
feels he is “the luckiest 
man on the face of the 
earth.” Gehrig had re-
cently been diagnosed 
with amyotrophic lat-
eral sclerosis, a dis-
ease that would later 
be widely referred to as 
“Lou Gehrig’s disease.”

1983: Twenty-four-
year old New York Yan-
kees left-hander Dave 
Righetti throws a no-
hitter against the rival 
Boston Red Sox at Yan-
kee Stadium. Righetti 
struck seven of the first 
nine batters he faced 
and even overcame 
a delay in the eighth 
inning when umpire 
Steve Palermo suffered 
a knee injury. Outspo-
ken Yankees owner 
George Steinbrenner 
did not attend the game, 
as he was in Florida 
celebrating his 53rd 
birthday with family.

2004: The corner-
stone of the Freedom 
Tower is laid on the 
Wor ld  Trade  Cen-
ter site in New York 
City. Now known as 
O n e  Wo r l d  T r a d e 
Center, the  bui ld -
ing formally opened 
in November 2014.  


