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National poll shows Multi-county rescue operation
some parents need
to enforce better
safety rules on
fireworks;
sparklers can be
dangerous
By Melissa Patrick

KY H ealth News

As communities and
families prepare to
celebrate the Fourth
of July, some parents
overlook the risks of
burn and injury that
fireworks pose for
children, according
to a national study.
A national poll by
the children’s hospital
at the University of
Michigan found that
one in five parents
said their children
were less than 100
feet, the recommended
distance, from where
fireworks were set off.
Kentucky law prohibits igniting fireworks within 200 feet
of homes, vehicles,
structures or other
people, and cities and
counties have ordinances that apply even
if they are more stringent than state law.
Why keep your distance? Because fireworks are unpredictable, poll co-director
Sarah Clark said in
the news release: “It’s
essential that parents
keep children far away
from where those firew o r k s a r e s e t o f f.”
The poll also found
that over a third of
parents said their children or teens helped
set off fireworks in the
past two years, with
one in five parents
saying they’d allow a
child 10 or younger
to help. Another third
said they’d let kids
ages 11-15 help, and
more than a quarter
said they’d let older
teens get involved,
the release said.
“Parents differ on
what age they would
allow their child to be
part of setting off fireworks,” Clark said.
“But parents need to
ensure children are at

the right age and maturity level to understand the dangers involved and importance
of carefully following
all safety rules. If the
child is not ready to
do these things, their
risk of burns, eye injuries and other accidents is increased.”
Kentucky law
says you must be
18 or older to buy
or set off fireworks.
Sparkler safety
Sparklers pose an
extra risk, because
parents often perceive
sparklers as a safe
option for kids, not
realizing that they
can burn at temperatures of about 2,000
degrees Fahrenheit,
which is hot enough
to melt some metals,
according to the U.S.
Consumer Product
Safety Commission.
The poll found that
two in three parents
say their children always follow the rules
when using sprinklers,
and a majority said
they enforce the rules.
However, just half of
parents said they have
sand or water nearby
to dispose of used but
s t i l l - h o t s p a r k l e r s.
Most parents also
said they talk to their
children about safety
rules for fireworks,
and more mothers
than fathers said the
believe they are always
careful about supervision, the release said.
“Sparklers are only
safe if parents enforce
all safety measures
and children follow
t h e m ,” s a i d C l a r k .
About 15,600 people
went to emergency
rooms because of fireworks injuries in 2020,
a 56 percent increase
from the 10,000 injured in 2019, according to the latest annual report from the
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Green County EMS personnel, North Metcalfe County volunteer firefighters and Air Evac personnel
load Butch Stone, 77, of the Crail Hope Community, on an Air Evac helicopter June 22 for transport to
a Lexington hospital after he suffered a medical emergency. The helicopter landed in a hayfield about
a quarter-mile west of Crail Hope.

Consumer Product
Safety Commission.
The report says that
in 2020, 18% of the
estimated fireworks
injuries were in children younger than 15.
Michigan Medicine
offered tips for
safe Fourth of July
celebrations:
Stay at least 100 feet
away from where any
fireworks are set off.
If setting off your
own fireworks, purchase legal ones that
are clearly labeled for
consumer use and follow directions and safety guidelines carefully.
Never use fireworks while impaired
by alcohol or drugs.
Never point or throw
fireworks, including
sparklers, at anyone.
Wear safety goggles or other eye protection if setting off
f i r e w o r k s y o u r s e l f.
Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose
nearby in case of a fire.
Douse all used
fireworks with water before discarding
to avoid trash fires.
Only light one firework at a time and don’t
try to relight the duds.
Wa i t u n t i l f i r e works cool before picking them up, possibly
e v e n t h e n e x t d ay.

Buying?
Selling?

See Fireworks,
page 6B

Gear Up for
Summer Driving!

Dodge Challenger

Cow Days Hellcat 700hp
In a hurry to get to Cow Days?
The Hellcat Cow Car will get you there
in style and on time.
6.2 supercharged, automatic.
$43,900

2017 Ford F-150

3.5 Eco-boost, 4x4,Full Pano roof,
All power options, 72,679 miles.
Drive Home!

$24,900

2016 Ram 2500 Laramie

6.7L Stock, Tan/Brown interior, 4x4, Auto,
All power, Leather/ Loaded, Will have new
bumper, 35’s/Sunroof, 127,431 miles.
Drive Home!

$37,900

WHY PAY MORE?
Call Jerry Dile
270-299-5010

Dile Realty is your BEST CHOICE!
→ 30+ years conducting professional auctions.
→ Whether you have one acre or 500, one tractor
or a full line of farm machinery, antiques or
personal property, or simply want to list Real
Estate to sell at private market.
→ Ask about our discounted commission rates.
→ You can set a minimum price.
→ On-site bidding.
→ Live on-line bidding.
→ Online timed auctions

2018 Ford F-150

2017 Ford F-250 Lariat

$29,900

$42,000

3.5 Eco-boost, 29,000 miles.
Drive Home!

6.7 Diesel, 79,000 miles.
Drive Home!

2014 Ford Flex

AWD, Leather, Loaded. 77,000 miles.
Drive Home!

$7,900

Anthony’s
Autos
7469 Campbellsville Rd., Columbia

visit us at: auctionzip.com or dilerealty.greensburg.ky.net

Mon-Fri. 8:30 - 4 p.m. CT • Sat. 8:30 - 12
270-384-9085 • anthonysautos1@gmail.com
270-805-8444 - Call or Text Anytime

