
U.S. Senate Republi-
can Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell (R-KY) deliv-
ered the following re-
marks today on the Sen-
ate floor regarding the 
flooding in Kentucky:

“Eastern Kentucky 
is reeling from some 
of the worst flooding 
in our state’s history. 
The area is still expe-
riencing rainfall today. 
This horrible, tragic 
crisis is far from over.

“In Jackson, waters 
reached  43-and-a -
half feet high, break-
ing an 83-year record. 
Drone footage shows 
who le  t owns  sub -
merged. Roadways 
have turned into riv-
ers. Rising waters 
have reached rooftops.

“Across more than a 
dozen counties, severe 
rainstorms have cre-
ated crisis conditions. 
Water rose too quickly 
for many to react, with 
tragic consequences.

“The Governor has 
conf irmed that  35 
Kentuckians lost their 
lives amid the flash 
floods, including chil-
dren. Sadly, I’m told 
that number will rise 
in the coming days.

“Even the families 
who were lucky enough 
to get out unscathed 
have lost homes, busi-
nesses, and heirlooms. 
In many communities, 
the waterlogged de-
struction is absolute.

“Eastern Kentucky 
is well known for its 
steep hilltops, rolling 
forests, and deep hol-
lers. Those features, 
which make the region 
one of the most unique 
in the country, also cre-
ate complications for 
emergency personnel.

“Our heroic first re-
sponders, including 
the National Guard 
from Kentucky and 
surrounding states, 
are working overtime 
to find and recover 
stranded residents. 
They’ve rescued more 
than 1,400 individu-
als since floodwaters 
hit, nearly half by air.

“Late last week, I 
joined with every mem-
ber of Kentucky’s con-
gressional delegation to 
support the Governor’s 
request to the President 
for a Major Disaster dec-
laration to give our first 
responders federal help.

“President Biden is-
sued that declaration 
promptly and resourc-
es are already flow-
ing into the Common-
wealth to assist local 
emergency personnel.

“I’ve spoken to the 
President and FEMA 
D i r e c t o r  C r i s w e l l 
to thank them for 
their speedy action.

“Director Criswell 
traveled to Kentucky 
last week and has 
been on the ground 
assisting with recov-
ery efforts directly.

“My staff in South-
eastern Kentucky are 
in close touch with local 
officials in that area, 
providing all the help 
we can. I will visit the af-
fected communities my-

self in the coming days 
to meet with constitu-
ents and offer support. 

“Unthinkably pain-
ful stories continue to 
come to us out of East-
ern Kentucky. However, 
we’ve also heard mov-
ing reminders of Ken-
tuckians’ selflessness.

“Last  December, 
the city of Mayfield in 
Western Kentucky was 
devastated by torna-
does. The town lost its 
fire station in the storm.

“But despite their 
own challenges, last 
week the Mayfield Fire 
Department filled an 
ambulance with equip-
ment and rushed to 
Eastern Kentucky to 
aid relief efforts. They 
didn’t have to think 
twice before helping 
fellow Kentuckians.

“We saw generosity 
all across the affected 
region. Residents with 
boats, jet skis, and 
kayaks put their own 
lives at risk to res-
cue their neighbors.

“Schools, churches, 
parks, and businesses 
opened their doors 
to displaced families.

“As one resident 
put it over the week-
end, no matter what, 
Eas tern  K entuck -
ians ‘help each other.’

“I’m monitoring this 
situation closely and 
doing all I can to as-
sist. Kentucky leaders 
on both sides of the po-
litical aisle are working 
together to coordinate 
further federal aid.

“I’m thankful to ev-
eryone who sprang into 
action to help with the 
rescue efforts, whether 
they were profession-
al first responders or 
just good Samaritans.

“And I’m thankful 
for the help our state 
has already received 
from FEMA. Their con-
tinued assistance will 
be vital for rebuilding 
in the months ahead.

“Eastern Kentucky 
has been devastated 
by these floods. Our 
recovery process will 
take months and, in 
some places, years.

“But I know we will 
bounce back. Ken-
tucky has faced chal-
lenges before. And 
we always overcome.”
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Mural in Campbellsville

Campbellsville boasts a new mural at the intersection of Main Street and South Columbia Ave, on the 
Big Dawg radio station building. The mural was painted by Taylor County natives Emily Osborne 
Anderson and Natalie Osborne Brockman over a four- day period and it was completed in time for 
the annual July 4th Celebration. Larry Smith organized and formed a committee made of 12 people 
to create the new mural to promote many facets of the Campbellsville community. Even Coca-Cola, 
which was housed in that building from 1901-1929, was incorporated into the project. Pictured in front 
of the mural is artist Natalie Osborne Brockman and Larry Smith.

Green River Lake Shore 
Cleanup to run til Sept. 30

T h e  2 0 2 2  L a k e  
Shore Cleanup will 
be virtual this year. 

The event, hosted by 
the US Army Corps of 
Engineers at Green Riv-
er Lake and the Friends 
of Green River Lake, say 
the event will run all 
summer until Sept. 30.

Part ic ipants  are 

required to sign a 
volunteer form and 
submit two photos 
of themselves clean-
ing up trash from the 
shoreline and dispos-
ing of trash properly. 

Fo r  e a c h  t r a s h 
bag picked up, par-
ticipants will be en-
tered into a draw-

ing for a kayak prize 
package work $300. 

Vo lunteer  forms 
may be emailed, filled 
out in person, or on the 
GRL’s Facebook page.

For  more  in for-
mation, an instruc-
tion form, or to sign a 
group or organization 
up, call 270-465-4468.

Staff Reports

Kentucky State Po-
lice Post 15 will be 
conducting periodic 
traffic safety check-
points in the Post 15 
area, which includes 
Green, Taylor, Mari-
on, Washington, Rus-

se l l , Casey, Adair, 
Metca l f e ,  Monroe , 
Cl inton, and Cum-
b e r l a n d  c o u n t i e s .  

These checkpoints 
will be conducted as 
part of Post 15’s high-
way safety efforts.  

Troopers wil l  be 
checking for viola-

t ions  o f  Kentucky 
traffic and regulatory 
laws relating to mo-
tor vehicle equipment 
safety, l icensing of 
drivers, motor vehicle 
registration, and op-
eration of motor vehi-
cle while under the in-
fluence of intoxicants.

KSP Post 15 to conduct 
traffic safety checkpoints

Senator Mitch
McConnell on 
ongoing Ky. 

Flooding
‘Eastern Kentucky 

is reeling from 
some of the worst 

flooding in our 
state’s history. The 
area is still expe-
riencing rainfall 
today. This hor-

rible, tragic crisis 
is far from over… 

I’m monitoring this 
situation closely 
and doing all I 

can to assist. Ken-
tucky leaders on 
both sides of the 

political aisle are 
working together to 
coordinate further 

federal aid.’

Gov. 
orders 
flags 

to 
half-
staff

Gov. Andy Bes-
hear ordered flags 
at all state office 
buildings be low-
ered to half-staff in 
honor of Kentucki-
ans lost to or impact-
ed by the historic 
Eastern Kentucky 
f l o o d i n g  e v e n t s 
that began July 26.

Flags at  state 
o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g s 
should be lowered 
to half-staff begin-
ning Aug. 2, and 
remain  so  unt i l 
sundown Monday, 
Aug. 8. Gov. Bes-
hear is encouraging 
individuals, busi-
nesses and orga-
nizations through-
out Kentucky to 
join in this tribute.

T h e  G o v e r n o r 
also  asked Ken-
tuckians to light 
their homes and 
businesses in green 
– the color of com-
passion – in honor 
of the flood victims: 

“Let ’s  pull  out 
those green lights 
again and let the 
people of Eastern 
K e n t u c k y  k n o w 
w e  l o v e  t h e m .”

Buying?Buying?
  Selling?  Selling?

visit us at: auctionzip.com or dilerealty.greensburg.ky.net

Dile Realty is your BEST CHOICE!

Call Jerry Dile
270-299-5010

→ Whether you have one acre or 500, one tractor    
    or a full line of farm machinery, antiques or    
    personal property, or simply want to list Real   
    Estate to sell at private market.
→ 30+ years conducting professional auctions.
→ Ask about our discounted commission rates.
→ You can set a minimum price.
→ On-site bidding.
→ Live on-line bidding.
→ Online timed auctions


