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Yard & Garden Service
36  Years Experience - Dependable

Commercial, Residential,
Cemeteries, etc.

Bo Patterson
Firewood

Leaf Raking
*Clean Fence Lines & Empty Lots   *Bush Hogging
*Now is the best time to get bushes cut back & fence lines cleaned.
*We also install Septic Tanks and Sewer Lines.  *Stump Grinding
*We also cut limbs hanging over houses and trim shrubs.

Free Estimates
We do Trenching for Water Lines.
* We Specialize in Grass Planting & Lawn Preparation.
125 Victor St., Durant     601-416-0069     662-633-2379

(Anywhere in Holmes County)

Q: Our 13-year-old eighth-
grader says he doesn’t like 
the small private school he 
attends and wants us to put 
him in public high school 
next year. His grades are 
fine, he’s got several close 
friends, and he’s on the bas-
ketball and track teams, but 
he says that he’s bored and 
wants to attend a bigger 
school that offers more in the 
way of classes and activities. 
We are concerned because 
the high school he would 
attend has a reputation for 

Living With
      Children

By John Rosemond
Copyright 2017, John K. Rosemond

being a risky environment. 
We’ve heard horror stories 
of previously good kids fall-
ing in with the wrong crowd, 
getting into drug use, and the 
like. In our estimation, our 
son is the sort who might 
cave to peer pressure. He as-
sures us that we have noth-
ing to worry about. What are 
your thoughts?

A: Well of course he as-
sures you that you have 
nothing to worry about! As 
today’s young people are 
prone to remarking, “Duh!”

Do you think for a second 
that he’s going to respond 
to your concerns with, “You 
know, Mom and Dad, now 
that you mention it, I agree 
that I’m just the sort of young 
teenager who is likely to fall 
in with the wrong crowd and 
begin experimenting with 
various forms of juvenile de-
linquency. You guys are ab-
solutely correct! I’d be much 
better off staying right where 
I am! Thank you for being 
the voices of reason in my 
life!”

No, he’s not. He’s going 
to promise, and with good 
intentions, that putting him 
in a viper pit is not going to 
result in a viper bite.

The fact remains, your son 
is not gifted with being able 
to tell the future and neither 
are you and neither am I. 
You and I are adults, how-

ever, and adults are far more 
adept than young teens when 
it comes to assessing possi-
bilities and probabilities. In 
that regard, the possibility 
that your son will fall in with 
the wrong crowd in the pub-
lic high school in question 
is a given. The actual prob-
ability of that may be less 
than, say, 20 percent, but 20 
percent may be triple or even 
quadruple the chance of his 
becoming bit by a viper if he 
stays put.

I am reminded of the ad-
age, “If it ain’t broke, don’t 
try to fix it.” In every re-
spect, things are fine at the 
small private school. Right? 
Right! Therefore, I would 
recommend that you leave 
him there. If I were in your 
shoes, I would much rather 
my young teen son be bored 
(if that is truly the case) than 
tempted daily by the forces 
of evil.

The problem is that you 
have already stepped into 
quicksand by including your 
son in the discussion. I just 
hope you’re not the sort of 
wimpy parents who can’t 
bring themselves to make 
their children unhappy, 
who are forever negotiating 
and compromising with the 

emotion-driven terrorists-in-
residence because if you take 
my recommendation, your 
son is going to be unhappy. 
For a while, that is. And then 
he will snap out of it and 
move on.

Just say, “We have decided 
to leave you where you are. 
We aren’t going to explain 
ourselves to you because we 
aren’t going to argue with a 
13-year-old, and we aren’t 
going to change our minds, 
but you are welcome to 
make us prove that to you.”

And then, brace yourselves 
for the storm of the century. 
But that, too, will pass.

John Rosemond: johnrose-
mond.com, parentguru.com.

“When COVID-19 shut 
down businesses and sent 
people home without pay-
checks, Mississippians re-
lied upon MDES to be able 
to get them the enhanced 
unemployment benefits 

quickly. That money was 
a lifeline for so many 

families, and fraud like this 
made it that much harder 

AG Fitch Announces Sentencing in 
COVID Unemployment Fraud Cases

for people truly in need of 
this assistance.” Lynn Fitch  

Attorney General Lynn 
Fitch announced the sentenc-
ing of two individuals this 
month involved in a scheme 
for defrauding the Missis-
sippi Department of Em-
ployment Security (MDES) 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

“When COVID-19 shut 
down businesses and sent 
people home without pay-
checks,” said Attorney Gen-
eral Lynn Fitch, “Missis-
sippians relied upon MDES 
to be able to get them the 
enhanced unemployment 
benefits quickly. That money 
was a lifeline for so many 
families, and fraud like this 
made it that much harder for 
people truly in need of this 
assistance.  I want to thank 
the Mississippi Department 
of Corrections (MDOC), 
MDES, and U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor for their part-
nership with my office in the 
investigation that led to this 
just outcome for all the Mis-
sissippi taxpayers.”

The scheme prosecuted by 
the Attorney General’s Of-
fice Public Integrity Divi-
sion involved one defendant, 
Lawrence Scott Riley, filing 
fraudulent unemployment 
benefit applications for two 
individuals in MDOC cus-
tody, including Hanh Huynh. 
Judge Christopher Schmidt 
of Hancock County Circuit 
Court, sentenced Riley to 
a maximum of 23 years in 
the custody of the MDOC, 
with 10 years to be served 
in MDOC’s Intensive Su-
pervision Program. Riley 
was also ordered to make 
full restitution in the amount 
of $124,442.00 to MDES. 
Judge Schmidt also sen-
tenced Huynh to 5 years in 
the custody of MDOC.

A trial before Hancock 
County Circuit Judge Lisa 
Dodson involving the other 
individual involved in the 
scheme, William “Tally” 
Vaughn, is scheduled for Au-
gust 2022. That case is also 
being prosecuted by the At-
torney General’s Office Pub-
lic Integrity Division. 


