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Visit us in Tchula, Lexington, 
Durant, Pickens and Canton.

MON. - FRI. 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M.  •  662-653-4106  
15481 BOWLING GREEN ROAD •  DURANT, MS

Need help getting approved 
for Long Term Care?

Let us guide you through 
the application process.

• 662-834-9007 •

Need help starting or 
growing your business?

● Loan application service
● Business plans, etc.
● Marketing operations
● Industry-specific training
● SERVICES FREE OF CHARGE

Are Monarch butterflies, 
one of the most visible post-
er insects of earnest home 
garden environmentalists, 
really disappearing as a spe-
cies?

These large, 
orange-and-black 
creatures, which 
migrate through 
successive gen-
erations from 
their overwinter-
ing site in Mexico 
to as far north as 
New England and 
Canada, were re-
cently listed as an 
“endangered spe-
cies” by a prominent interna-
tional science group. But it 
turns out, this may not be the 
headline-grabbing bad news 
it appears to be. 

In spite of the huge decline 
over the past three decades 
caused by habitat loss and 
the widespread, increased 
agricultural use of herbicides 
killing the flowers that both 
adult Monarchs and their 
larvae depend on, all of the 
recent data about monarchs 
has painted a positive pic-
ture. 

I’ve nearly gone blind sift-
ing through dozens of of-
ficial butterfly publications 
and science blogs written by 
hard-core butterfly research-
ers with their voluminous 
data collected over the past 
30 years and more. And, as 
my wont, I’ve crunched sci-
entific jargon into garden-

Monarch butterflies
variety language. 

Bottom line seems to be 
that contrary to popular 
belief based on alarmist 
headlines of news articles 

citing outdated 
or misleading in-
formation, Mon-
arch butterflies 
are not in danger 
of extinction. In 
fact, across North 
America they have 
increased sub-
stantially in num-
bers over the past 
several years. So, 
what’s up?

Turns out, most 
of the alarm is based on 
dwindling numbers reaching 
the overwinter sites in Mex-
ico and California. There 
are all sorts of debates on 
the underlying causes, so, to 
ease my mind, I dug in deep. 
Really deep. 

For several reasons “big 
picture” reasons (beyond 
gardeners’ control), adult 
Monarchs headed to their 
frost-free winter homes have 
taken a hit. Efforts to change 
this are gaining traction, 
mostly with habitat protec-
tion in Mexico and refuges 
planted along our southern 
borders.  

However, the winter losses 
don’t actually affect their 
booming reproduction rate 
once they make it back to the 
States; the latest data show 
that they are actually increas-
ing in numbers and range. 

Other words, in the summer 
they are making more new 
butterflies than ever.

Want to invest garden 
space, time, effort, and mon-
ey saving monarchs? Easy: 
Plant a big, easily-visible 
flowerbed or border full of 
pollinator-friendly flowers 
that bloom over a long time, 
period. Adult monarchs don’t 
actually feed as much on 
milkweed flowers as they do 
many other plants, including 

FELDER
 RUSHING

natives like Liatris, coneflow-
ers, and asters of all types (in-
cluding goldenrod), plus de-
pendable nonnatives such as 
zinnias, lantana, salvia, and 
others that attract butterflies 
and bees in general. 

Because Monarch butter-
flies lay eggs only on milk-
weed plants (Asclepias spe-
cies), include some of those 
for their larvae, but don’t 
stress over this - there are 
plenty of milkweeds around 

MONARCH LARVAE FEED ONLY ON 
MILKWEED PLANTS

MONARCH BUTTERFLIES LOVE
TROPICAL MILKWEED

our woodland edges, river-
banks, fencerows, and in-
frequently-mowed ditches. 
Really.  

What about the tropical 
milkweed plant being sold 
by the thousands in garden 
centers? True, it can host a 
microscopic parasite that 
weakens Monarchs some-
what; however, this is blown 
way out of proportion, just 
like how nandina berries 
supposedly are killing all our 
birds (they aren’t). This isn’t 
a garden scale problem; the 
concern is mostly along the 
Gulf Coast and Southwest 
Texas where the Mexican 

native plant spreads by seed 
and doesn’t die down in the 
winter. Just cut yours down 
in the fall. 

Don’t let shrill purists beat 
you up for planting tropical 
milkweed, which is a stun-
ning garden plant, flowers 
nonstop, and hosts Monarch 
larvae. A few tropical milk-
weed plants in your garden 
are just fine and won’t slow 
down the overall Monarch 
boom.   

Monarchs are doing better 
than many other butterfly spe-
cies. Help one by helping them 
all, by planting long-blooming 
flowers. Of all types. 


