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member/band director at both Martin Middle 
and Westview contributed to him becoming 
“more than a band director, for me, he was a 
mentor” who she said was ready to talk and 
to listen. 

Shaw noted that her guest Westview 
teacher Laura Sterrett was kind, compassion-
ate and “not only a teacher and avid boating 
expert but also a friend who goes above and 
beyond to help every single student.”

Long brought Gleason English teacher and 
yearbook sponsor Melissa Stafford. “She re-
ally influenced me, especially in working on 
the yearbook, because it gave me a good idea 
of what I wanted to do as a career. It really 
helped me in how to deal with deadlines and 
how to deal with working with a staff of your 
peers,” she said. 

Thompson explained that his choice for 
influential teacher, Gleason’s Jason Stephens 
was unable to attend because he was sup-
porting his child’s graduation. “He started 
out when I was young as the PE coach and 
everyone loves the PE coach,” Thompson 
said. “As we moved up, and he became our 
English teacher, he really changed how I saw 
school.” 

Ferrell returned to Dresden Elementary 
and selected her third grade teacher Becky 
Anderson as her special guest because “she 
really pushed me to study hard.” 

Mallon said her choice, Dresden’s Ben 
Milbrath, will “forever be the most memo-
rable teacher.” Noting the Algebra and Cal-
culus teacher is “always honest and despite 
my many tears in his class, he was willing to 
help, and he never gave up on me. I think I’ll 
always be good at math because of him.”

Greenfield science teacher Amee Hayes 
joined Darby for the luncheon. “Anytime you 
need someone to talk to she’s always there 
with the right words to say,” Darby shared, 
underscoring, “That’s why I love her.” 

Griffin chose Greenfield’s government 
teacher Chris Leo who she acknowledged 
had become a “father figure” for her. “One 
thing I really like about Coach Leo is that he 
doesn’t come to school to teach; he comes 
to school to build bonds with people.” She 
also complimented his teaching of govern-
ment, what she described as a “difficult sub-
ject,” adding, “He was able to teach me so 

well that I could spout government like I’ve 
known it my whole life!”

In response to what was next, Westview’s 
Kang said she plans on attending Georgia 
Tech to pursue a medical career. Shaw is go-
ing to the University of California Irvine to 
major in engineering. 

Long will relocate from Gleason School to 
Bellarmine University to major in communi-
cations and minor in broadcast journalism. 
Thompson will attend UT Martin and study 
computer science. 

Dresden salutatorian Ferrell will attend 
UTM for accounting with the goal of one 
day owning her own loan firm as a business 
attorney. Valedictorian Mallon will travel to 
the University of Kentucky where she will 
study agriculture and medical biotechnology 
with plans to become a virologist and eventu-
ally return to Dresden and her grandfather’s 
company NeoTech.

Darby is heading to the University of Ten-
nessee at Knoxville with plans to pursue a 
career as a dermatologist. Griffin will attend 
Austin Peay University with the goal of be-
coming a radiation therapist. 

In his concluding remarks, Director Fra-
zier thanked the group for their observations 
and noted that much has been gleaned from 
previous such conversations. He recounted 
when he began his role as superintendent 13 
years ago, the first response from valedictori-
ans and salutatorians was a request for more 
dual enrollment. At the time, Westview and 
Dresden had one such course and Greenfield 
and Gleason had none. 

“I think we are probably seeing in this 
room that most of you already have your 
first year of college almost knocked out due 
to dual enrollment,” he observed of the now 
substantial number of such offerings. 

Frazier ended the gathering with words of 
advice, “Find a job you love to do, and you’ll 
never feel like you’ve worked a day in your 
life.” 

He then spoke of the relationships repre-
sented in the room and underscored the im-
portance of continuing to invest in such rela-
tionships, “Whatever you do, make sure you 
pay back,” he added. “I know many of us 
chose careers in education because of people 
like those you chose to invite today. You’ll 
have your opportunity to put your imprint 
on someone. Do your very best. We are so 
proud of you.”
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