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Financial Focus

When you hear the word “budgeting,” your 
� rst thought might be that it’s mostly for young 
people starting out in their careers and adult 
lives. Yet, budgeting can be important for every-
one, no matter their age. And even if you feel 
that you’re in pretty good � nancial shape, with a 
reasonable amount of savings and investments, 
you can still bene� t by establishing a budget or 
improving your current one.

Here’s what budgeting can do for you:
• Give you feelings of control – Not knowing 

where your money is going can be bewildering. 
But when you follow a budget, you’ll get a clear 
picture of your money movements. Consequent-
ly, you’ll feel more in control of your � nances – 
and possibly your life, too.

• Help you identify your priorities – A 
budget is, � rst of all, a practical tool that can 

help you man-
age your � nances 
by showing what 
you must spend 
on your needs – 
mortgage, utilities, 
car payment and 
so on. But a good 
budget should also 
have space for your 
wants – which 
can range from 
mundane things, 
such as new clothes 
and entertainment, 
to more aspira-
tional items, such 
as gi� s to charitable 
organizations you 
strongly support. 
By having your 

needs and your wants in front of you, on a piece 
of paper or a computer screen, you can deter-
mine if you’re spending too much on things that 
aren’t important to you and not enough on those 
that are. Consequently, you may be able to adjust 
your budget in a way that allows you to put more 
� nancial weight behind your priorities.

• Save for emergencies – You never know 
when you’ll need a major car repair or a new 
furnace or face a large medical bill – all of which 
can be true budget busters. � at’s why, within 
your monthly budget, you should designate a 
certain amount to an emergency fund, with the 
money held in a liquid, accessible account. To 
make it easier to contribute to this fund, you can 
set up automatic transfers from your checking or 
savings account into a separate, liquid, low-risk 
account. It’s a good idea to keep at least three 
to six months’ worth of living expenses in your 
emergency fund.

• Help you pay down debt – By sticking to 
a budget, you can determine how much money 
you can devote to paying down your debts. And 
if you � nd opportunities within your budget to 
cut back on your spending, you can use the sav-
ings to reduce your debts further.

• Save for your future – Here’s another 
important category for your monthly budget: the 
future. You should always try to put away some 
money, even if it’s only a relatively small amount, 
to a retirement account such as an IRA. As your 
salary goes up, you can increase these amounts. 
Of course, you may already be contributing to a 
401(k) or similar account where you work, but 
you could spend decades in retirement, so you’ll 
want to accumulate as many resources as you 
can for those years.

A budget is a humble-appearing docu-
ment. But, as we’ve seen, it can play a far more 
meaningful role in your life than you might have 
thought – so use it wisely.

� is article was written by Edward Jones for use 
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
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Notice of Elections for Parent/Business Owner 
School Council Members

4/28, 5/5, 5/12

� e Governor is continu-
ing to prioritize signing im-
portant legislation we passed 
in the General Assembly 
over the last session.  Bills to 
address Georgia’s health-
care needs, protect small 
businesses, and prevent the 
tra�  cking of stolen goods 
on the internet were all part 
of a busy week enacting laws 
that bene� t District 154. 

Healthcare
Healthcare can be 

complicated and expensive 
for Georgians, which is one 
of the reasons I supported 
several healthcare reforms 
this year signed into law by 
Governor Kemp to ease ac-
cess to care and simplify the 
bureaucracy. 

House Bill 733 and House 
Bill 937 both address the 
importance of breast cancer 
screenings for women in 
Georgia, requiring that 
diagnostic examinations be 
covered in the same way as 
mammograms while requir-
ing noti� cation to eligible 
recipients of mammogram 
coverage for women over 40. 

Senate Bill 341 recog-
nizes that compliance with 
insurance regulations can be 
a burden on Georgians by 
allowing a patient to receive 
prior authorization for up to 
a year, cutting red tape for 
those seeking treatment for 
chronic conditions. 

Legislation like this is 
only helpful if care is avail-
able in our Georgia com-
munities, which is why I also 
supported Senate Bill 340 to 
increase access to healthcare 
training, House Bill 1041 
to encourage Georgians to 
� nancially support rural 
hospitals, and House Bill 
1069 to create new licensing 
categories to make mental 
health treatment more read-
ily available.

Small Business Week 
As part of Small Busi-

ness Week, which occurred 
this year from May 3 - 8, the 
Governor signed legislation 
to cut red tape and allow 
Georgia’s small businesses to 
thrive.  

Senate Bill 331, the Pro-
tecting Georgia Businesses 

and Workers Act, prevents 
local governments from 
overregulating the relation-
ship between Georgia’s 
workers and their employers.  

House Bill 1058 simpli-
� es the tax � ling process 
for a�  liated businesses, 
allowing a business owner 
to � le a consolidated return 
rather than multiple separate 
returns. Complying with 
the tax code is hard enough 
- ensuring a fair process is 
better for everyone.  

House Bill 1443 protects 
the safety of Georgia diners 
while simplifying the per-
mitting process for mobile 
food service establishments 
such as food trucks and 
caterers. 

With this legislation, a 
food truck can operate in 
additional Georgia counties 
so long as it has appropriate 
permitting and inspections 
in its home county. 

Enforcing Georgia’s Laws
Platforms like eBay and 

Amazon provide great tools 
for Georgians in all cor-
ners of our state to make 
extra money. Unfortunately, 
criminal gangs have report-
edly begun taking advantage 
of these tools to sell stolen 
loot. 

Senate Bill 332, the 
Inform Consumers Act, 
requires that high-volume 
sellers making over $20,000 

a year on a platform provide 
� nancial and contact infor-
mation, while platforms are 
required to create a report-
ing mechanism. 

With this law in e� ect, 
criminals won’t be able to 
take advantage of Georgians 
by selling them contraband 
and leaving them with no 
recourse. At the same time, 
law-abiding businesses won’t 
have to deal with unfair 
competition from those sell-
ing stolen property. 

Conclusion
I will continue to 

advocate for Georgians in 
District 154, protecting 
access to healthcare while 
supporting small businesses 
and defending you against 
criminals.  

Legislation like that 
signed this week addresses 
many needs in these areas, 
but I know there’s always 
more work to do.  

Should you have ideas 
about legislation that could 
address issues faced by you 
or your neighbors, remem-
ber you can always reach 
out to me at 404.656.9210 
or Gerald.greene@house.
ga.gov. 

Gerald Greene repre-
sents District 154 in the 
Georgia General Assembly 
and serves as the Chair-
man of the State Properties 
Committee.

Important legislation to 
help Georgia’s workforce . . .
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Compassionate Friends group meets 
the second Thursday of every month

Compassionate Friends of South-
west Georgia, an organization made 
up of members who have lost children, 
o� ers friendship, understanding, and 
hope to bereaved families that have 
experienced the death of a child. � e 
group meets monthly on the second 
� ursday of every month at 6:30 p.m., 

at 224 South West Street in Bainbridge. 
� e next  meeting will be held on 

� ursday, May 12th at 6:15 p.m. For 
additional information contact June 
Faircloth at 229-416-6134.

Faircloth commented, “If one 
mother or father is helped by what we 
do, it’s all worth it.  Parents, Grandpar-

ents & Siblings to a child who is gone 
too soon are welcome to our grief sup-
port group. We have all been through 
the struggles and are just a group of 
individuals trying to help others in the 
community.  We learn to lean on each 
others’ shoulders and we are all the 
better for it. Come join us!” 


