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“Today’s Blessings”
	 Whatever is happening in your life, don’t preoc-
cupy yourself with the question why, but rather pon-
der more on where these events will be taking you. If 
you keep your faith, keep your trust and keep the right 
attitude, you will see God open new doors. Have faith 
in God and declare your victory. God is in charge.

2 Chronicles 7:14
Matthew Ch. 24
2 Timothy Ch. 3

-The Modern Day Noah
Submitted by Evangelist Brenda Moore

Good Shepherd Catholic Church
Invites you to attend services

Saturday at 4 p.m. • Sunday at 11 a.m.
Wednesday and Friday at 9 a.m.

1401 Greenwood Hwy., McCormick
Father JP Narichetti

Confessions: Saturday 3 - 3:45 p.m.
Wednesday and Friday 8:15 - 8:45 a.m.

For additional information call 852-4722

First Friday Mass, Eucharistic
Adoration and Benediction 9-10 a.m.

Lutheran Church By The Lake

Highway 378 & Twelve Oaks Drive • McCormick

We invite you to worship with us.
Sunday morning 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.

LCBTL.org • 864-391-3000

Building relationships
with God and neighbors

Chris Gulledge, Pastor 
Stacey Gulledge, Director of Children & Youth 

108 S. Oak Street, POB 416, McCormick, SC 29835  
www.mccormickfbc.org     864-852-2640 

McCormick First Baptist Church 

Sunday:

  

Wednesday:

Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 

Study/Prayer 6:00 PM 

McCormick United Methodist Church 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

We Welcome You to Join Us  
in Worship this Week  

 
Sundays at 10AM 

 
Rev. C. Nels Ledwell…..Pastor  

200 Gold Street          mccormickumc.org             (864) 852-2394 

By Kittye Craig – Jackson
From a New Hope
Baptist pew
	 The Rev. Butler preached from Mark 10:17-23 – the 
title of his sermon was “Are you willing to sacrifice?”
	 In Luke’s account, he is explicitly called a “ruler” (Luke 
18:18). The rich young man may miss entering the King-
dom of God as much because of his slavery to status as 
because of his slavery to wealth per se.
	 In today’s workplaces, status and wealth may or may 
not go hand in hand. For those who grow in both wealth 
and status through their work, this is a double caution. Even 
if we manage to use wealth in a godly manner, it may prove 
much harder to escape the trap of slavery to status.
	 Recently a group of billionaires received much public-
ity for pledging to give away at least half of their wealth. Is 
it any different for workers of more modest means? Does 
regard for status keep us from devoting more of our time, 
talent and treasure to the things we recognize as truly im-
portant? The same question can be asked of people whose 
status does not correlate with wealth.
	 Academics, politicians, pastors, artists and many others 
may gain great status through their work without necessar-
ily making a lot of money. Status may arise from working 
at a particular university or remaining the toast of a certain 
circle. Can that status become a form of slavery that keeps 
us from jeopardizing our positions by taking an unpopu-
lar stance or moving on to more fruitful work elsewhere? 
How painful might it be to put our work-related status at 
risk — even a little bit — in order to serve another person, 
diminish an injustice, maintain your moral integrity or see 
yourself in God’s eyes?
	 Jesus had all this status and even more. Perhaps that’s 
why He worked so hard to set aside His status through daily 
prayer to His “Father” and by putting Himself constantly in 
disreputable company.
	 Are you willing to sacrifice anything, even yourself, for 
the sake of the Gospel? Are you willing to give up the parts 
of your life that need to change or be removed for you to 
become more like Jesus? Your time, your children to serve, 
your money, your life – all these things already belong to 
God if you are His son or daughter.
	 The question should not be, “What do I have to give 
up?” Instead, it should be, “What can I offer God?” Let’s 
be good stewards of all He has entrusted to us. Authentic 
Christianity requires that we give God the ultimate sacri-
fice of self, body, mind and spirit. The world needs to see 
Christ-followers who are walking holy lives because they 
have offered their bodies as living sacrifices for the cause 
of Christ.
	 Will you live out God’s amazing plan for you? Or will 
you worship false things: power, money, fame, technology, 
false idols, false pleasures etc. God is ready to lead you, so 
pick up the light burden of God. Are you ready to pick up 
your daily cross and be led?
	 So I guess the question the Rev. Butler was asking in 
his sermon is, “Are you willing to pick up your cross and 
follow Jesus?”
	 Ask God to show you what is holding you back. Ask 
Him to show you what you have yet to renounce in order 
to truly be a disciple. And then ask Him for the grace that 
you need to let go of everything that is preventing you from 
giving your whole life over to Him. Count the cost – it will 
be worth it. Whatever your sacrifice might be, it is just a 
token compared to all that God has done for you.
	 The Rev. Butler shared an insightful message about the 
expected outcome of our Christian faith. He taught what it 
means to be “living sacrifices” and the five kinds of sac-
rifice specifically called for by God from us. We will rest 
safely, deeply, in the greatest sacrifice the world will ever 
know — that of Jesus, who traded His life for ours so that 
we can be called sons and daughters of God!
	 Who makes the bigger sacrifice: the person who dies 
throwing himself in front of a speeding car to save a child or 
the one who dedicates their entire life as a 24/7 caregiver? 
In a very real way, Jesus did both. When everything in life 
is stripped away, when all the stuff we think is so important 
is stripped away — and it will be someday — there is one 
thing for those who believe in Jesus that will remain – the 
supreme worth of knowing Jesus Christ. Through Jesus, we 
can be “great hearts” with courage to sacrifice. Jesus sets 
the ultimate beautiful example of a life of sacrifice for oth-
ers. Jesus is the treasure that is worth sacrificing everything 
else for. Are you willing to sacrifice?

Are you willing to sacrifice?

Church Calendar
Bordeaux Worship 

Center
• Services at 10:30 a.m. on 
Sundays.

Buffalo Baptist
3699 Hwy. 28 N.

• Worship service at 11 a.m. 
Sunday school at 10 a.m. 
Services can also be viewed 
on Sundays on the Buffalo 
Baptist Facebook page at 11 
a.m. The Rev. Martin Wiles 
is pastor.

First Bethany
Baptist

853 Hwy. 378 E., McCormick
• Sunday school is held 
at 10 a.m. each Sunday. 
Church worship is held at 
11 a.m. each Sunday. Mask, 

gloves and hand sanitizer 
are available. Social dis-
tancing is practiced. Servic-
es are also available on the 
church Facebook page and 
the website. Nursery and 
children’s church are open 
during Sunday morning 
service. Adult Bible study 
is held each Wednesday 
night at 6:30 p.m. Starting 
Jan. 12, Wednesday activi-
ties will include a meal at 6 
p.m. and class at 6:30 p.m. 
for all ages. Bible study is 
also available on the church 
Facebook page and the 
website. For more informa-
tion, contact the Rev. John 
Alexander at revjohnalex-
ander@gmail.com.

Holloway’s 
Thursday Hour

of Power
Hardy Foundation Building, 

Carolina St.
• Thursdays at 6 p.m. The 
congregation will be spac-
ing and worshiping. All 
are welcome. Bring your 
Bibles. The Rev. Dr. R.C. 
Holloway is founder and 
pastor.

Holy Spring 
Baptist

226 Kennedy Rd., P.O. Box 389
• Regular worship service 
each Sunday at 10 a.m. 
COVID-19 precautions will 
be observed. Please meet 
at “The Spring” and arrive 
15 minutes prior to service. 
Dr. Linda Murray Tucker is 
pastor.

Little Mill Baptist
• Little Mill has resumed in-
person morning worship at 
11 a.m. Wednesday evening 
Bible study at 6:30 p.m. 
The Rev. Gregory Allen is 
pastor.

McCormick First 
Baptist

• Beginning Feb., 1, 2022, 
Women’s Bible study will 
be held Tuesdays from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. “Trust-
worthy.” “Overcoming our 
greatest struggles to trust 
God.” Beginning Feb. 28, 
2022, Women’s Bible study 
will also be held Mondays 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. “Twelve 
women of the Bible.” “Life 
changing stories for women 
of today. Call 852-2640 for 
more information or to sign 
up.

Modoc Baptist
• Sunday school at 10 a.m. 
Worship at 11 a.m.

Mt. Zion A.M.E.
185 Mt. Zion Church Rd.

• Worship begins at 9:30 
a.m. on Zoom. Zoom in-
formation is https://zoom.
us/j/99823046889 or dial 
1-301-715-8592 with Meet-
ing ID 998 2304 6889. No 
in person services until fur-
ther notice. For more infor-
mation, call 864-391-2986 
or email mtzionamemcc@
wctel.net. The Rev. Lebbie 
Ligon is pastor.

New Hope
Missionary Baptist

1680 New Hope Rd.
• In-person worship servic-
es are returning at 10 a.m. 
on Sundays with limited 
seating. Masks are required, 
and social distancing will 
be observed. Services may 
still be attended online at 
https://www.gotomeet.me/
JohnJordan2/newhope-
missionary-baptist-church-
services or by phone by 
dialing 1-872-240-3212 
and using Access Code: 
ID) 331-565-389. Prayer 
on Conference Call may be 
attended Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. by dialing 1-425-436-
6200 and using access code 

297139. The Rev. Michael 
A. Butler is pastor.

New Macedonia F.B.H.
209 Deason St.

• Sunday service with Sun-
day school at 10 a.m. and 
worship service at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday prayer at 6 p.m. 
The Rev. Ronald Williams 
is pastor.

Pine Grove A.M.E.
317 Pine Grove Church Rd., 

Plum Branch
• No more service until fur-
ther notice. Services will be 
virtual. The Rev. H.D. Mill-
ing Jr. is pastor.

Plum Branch Baptist
106 Church St.

• All services and classes 
are meeting except Sunday 
evening worship. Current 
sermon series, “Growing in 
Spiritual Maturity.” Masks 
are no longer required but 
are welcome for those who 
feel them to be necessary. 
Social distancing is still ob-
served, and sanitizing sta-
tions are available.

Republican
United Methodist
865 Chamberlain’s Ferry Rd.

• Sunday school 10 a.m. 
Church Service 11 a.m.
• Youth ages three and up 
meet every first Sunday at 
5:30 p.m.

Spirit and Life
615 Hwy. 378 West

• Sundays: Corporate prayer 
at 9:30 a.m., Sunday school 
at 10 a.m., worship experi-
ence at 11 a.m.. Communion 
service every first Sunday.
• Wednesdays: Telephone 
Bible study at 6 p.m. Dial 
in number is 701-802-
5425, and the access code 
is 517164. Guest teachers 
from South Carolina, Geor-
gia, New York and Pennsyl-
vania.
• Bishop Donn M. Lee is 
founder and pastor.

Springfield A.M.E.
776 Chamberlain Ferry Rd.

• Back in the church. Sun-
day worship services at 10 
a.m. Church school at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesdays. Bible 
study at 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
days. Call toll free to listen: 
1-760-548-9927. The Rev. 
Marilynn Galbreath is pas-
tor.

St. Paul United 
Methodist

301 Edgefield Rd., Plum Branch
• Sunday service at 9:45 
a.m. Come as you are. Bible 
study at 9 a.m.

Village Church
of Christ

• Village Church of Christ 
meets Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Contact Michael Kolb at 
864-391-4543.

Willington 
Presbyterian

• Services are held on the 
first, third and fifth Sundays 
of the month at 10:45 a.m.

GREENWOOD - Lander University conferred bachelor 
and master degrees upon 198 students during the Univer-
sity’s 164th commencement ceremony on Dec. 15, 2021. 
Dr. Jonathan Bassett, a psychology professor and chair of 
Lander’s Department of Psychological Science and Human 
Services, delivered the keynote address during two formal 
programs held inside Finis Horne Arena.
	 The Fall Class of 2021 includes graduates from local 
communities and cities in the state of South Carolina and 
across the U.S., as well as internationally. The names of 
graduates are listed alphabetically by city, and are also 
available online at www.lander.edu.
	 Graduates receiving honors for their academic achieve-
ments are noted with the award received. Descriptions of 
those awards are below.
	 • Summa cum laude is a distinction awarded to gradu-
ates with a cumulative GPA of 3.90 or higher.
	 • Magna cum laude is a distinction awarded to gradu-
ates with a cumulative GPA of 3.75-3.89.
	 • Cum laude is a distinction awarded to graduates with 
a cumulative GPA of 3.50-3.74.
	 • Golden L. Award is given to graduates who earned a 
cumulative GPA of 3.50 or higher, during the last 60 hours 
of instruction at Lander.
	 • Thayer Award is given to the graduate with the high-
est grade point average of any member of the University’s 
graduating class for Fall 2021.
	 Local graduates include Kaisha Houston of Clarks Hill, 
B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies, Golden L. Award, and 
Ryan Fyffe of McCormick, B.S. in Computer Information 
Systems, cum laude and Golden L. Award.
	 Founded in 1872, Lander University is a state-assisted, 
four-year institution that serves approximately 3,800 stu-
dents. Located in Greenwood, the institution offers over 90 
areas of study in the liberal arts and sciences, with profes-
sional programs in STEM, education, business and nursing. 
To learn more about Lander, go online to www.lander.edu.

Lander University
announces Fall 2021 graduates

CHARLESTON - The dean’s list is a recognition given 
to cadets and students who are registered for 12 or more 
semester hours and whose grade point average is 3.20 or 
higher, with no grade of I (Incomplete) and no grade below 
C for work in a semester.
	 The more than 1,300 cadets and students recognized for 
their academic achievements during the fall 2021 semester 
include Dietrich Heinz of Clarks Hill.
	 Cadets who are named to the dean’s list receive a med-
al, which is worn on their uniform during the semester fol-
lowing their academic achievement. Non-cadet students on 
the dean’s list are presented a certificate; veteran and active 
duty students are also awarded challenge coins.
	 Academics at The Citadel are divided between five 
schools: the Tommy and Victoria Baker School of Busi-
ness, the School of Engineering, the School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, the Swain Family School of Science 
and Mathematics and the Zucker Family School of Educa-
tion.
	 The Citadel, with its iconic campus located in Charles-
ton offers a classic military college education for young 
men and women focused on leadership excellence and aca-
demic distinction. The approximately 2,400 members of 
the S.C. Corps of Cadets are not required to serve in the 
military, but about one-third of each class earn commis-
sions to become officers in every branch of U.S. military 
service. Citadel alumni have served the nation, their states 
and their communities as principled leaders since 1842. The 
Citadel Graduate College, founded more than 50 years ago, 
offers dozens of graduate degree, graduate certificate and 
evening undergraduate programs in the evening or online. 
The Citadel was consecutively named Best Public College 
in the South by U.S. News & World Report for 11 years and 
No. 1 Best Public College for Veterans in the South for four 
years.

Cadets and students 
named to The Citadel’s 

fall 2021 dean’s list

Monday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Red RoosteR empoRium
something foR eveRyone!

118 South Main Street McCormick 
864-852-9244

Visit the Messenger’s online events calendar to get the 
word out about your community and church events:

themccormickmessenger.com/event-calendar/


