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Funeral services for Mrs. Shari 
Anne Schlotfelt Bryson, 80, of 
Iva, SC (formerly of Washington), 
were held on Tuesday, January 
4, 2022, at the Hopkins Funeral 
Home Chapel with Pastor Mike 
D’Avanzo officiating. Burial 
followed at Resthaven Cemetery.  

Mrs. Bryson was born in Or-
chard, Iowa to the late Ralph 
Schlotfelt and Ruth Anne Girdner 
Schlotfelt. She was a caregiver 
to both the young and the old, 
as it was a mission of hers. Shari 
moved to Washington in 1978, 
and married Dr. J. T. Bryson. She 
was a member of the American 
Legion and of the Iowa Chapter 
of the DAR. Local organizations 
that she was a member of includes 
the Lions Club, Kiwanis Club, the 
Washington Little Theater, and 
participated in Meals On Wheels. 
While in Iva, SC, she was a mem-
ber of the Sunrise Seniors, the 
Good Hope Baptist Home Group, 
and enjoyed her “special lunch 
group” that met weekly. Shari was 
still a member of the Washington 
First United Methodist Church, 
that she loved dearly.

She is survived by her three 
daughters, Kathi K. Townsend, of 

Honeapath, SC; Kim K. Vincent, 
of Iva, SC; and Konnie Kvalheim, 
of Washington; nine grandchil-
dren, Davey Fisher (Mellony), 
Jessica Fisher, Joshua Babb, Jus-
tin Babb (Lora), Dixy Townsend, 
Leslee Vincent (Jason), Candice 
Holmes (Jay), Krystle McCarthy 
(Shane), and Kristen Maddox; 
and eleven great grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by her 
daughter, Kristine Fisher.
 Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Cornelia Johnson 
Circle at the United Methodist 
Church, P.O. Box 518, Washing-
ton, GA  30673.
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OBITUARIES

“Whatever It Takes”

Residential, Commercial, Mobile Homes
Sales • Service • Design

Family Owned and Operated
Service on All Makes and Models

All Work Guaranteed • Maintenance Agreements
Financing Available • Licensed & Insured

706-359-6006
611 N. Washington Street

Lincolnton

By ALICIA HOLLOWAY
 for CAES News

 
 It’s almost that time of year 
again: January is the month for 
seed catalogs galore.
 Seed catalogs are the embod-
iment of possibility, a chance 
for gardeners to envision the 
ever-elusive perfect garden. It is 
one of my favorite times in the 
garden year. This year, most of 
us could use something sunshiny 
to ponder. Outside is gray. The 
news seems unceasingly dire, 
and even for the most optimistic, 
envisioning something as hopeful 
as a spring garden seems to take 
more energy than it should. That 
is even more reason to start plants 
from seed this growing season. 
Starting seeds takes attention, care 
and time, and a bit of faith that 
something good will come from 
that diligence, things that I think 
most of us could benefit from at 
the moment.

Plant selection
 In addition to perusing vegeta-
bles and annual flower catalogs, 
the last couple of years I have 
perused native seeds and dabbled 
in seeding native perennials. This 
year I am abandoning the dab-
bling and going at it full force, 
and there are a few reasons I think 
natives are a good choice to focus 
planting plans around, especially 
for this year.
 Native plants are good for wild-
life, including native pollinators. 
They are good nectar sources for 
bees and hummingbirds. Some of 
my selections this year are hosts 
for butterflies, meaning they are 
one of maybe only a handful of 
plant species where a particular 
type of butterfly will lay its eggs. 
My children were utterly fascinat-
ed by the caterpillars on our vari-
ous host plants this past summer. 
They watched the “very hungry 
caterpillars” munch the host 
plants, drew sidewalk chalk cater-
pillars and played caterpillars that 
turned into cocoons repeatedly 
while we had caterpillar guests. 
My husband and I were also fas-
cinated by caterpillar watching 
and checked on the progress of 
our caterpillars and watched other 
insects visiting blooms.
 Doing kind things for the en-
vironment is always heartening, 
but it is even better when you get 
flowers and entertainment in the 

process.
Seed starting with natives

 Native plants are also adapted 
to the area. Siting still matters; 
plants that are from wet environ-
ments will still do better in a sog-
gy area, but when matched with 
the correct site, natives are just 
better adapted to survive Georgia 
weather and climate.
 Starting seeds can also save 
money. At minimum effort and 
cost, natives can be direct-seeded 
in the garden. For a little more in-
vestment, buy a germination mat, 
build a grow-light stand, sanitize 
and reuse old trays, and purchase 
potting soil to start indoors for a 
jump-start on the season and more 
consistent results. Either way, 
buying seeds is much cheaper 
plant for plant.
 Natives can also offer a wider 
selection than you will find in 
most stores. You may find familiar 
plants,  such  as  coneflower  and 
black-eyed Susan when looking 
at native seeds, but also fantastic 
plants such as eastern bluestar, 
spotted beebalm, or rattlesnake 
master, which are much less 
frequent in garden centers and 
landscapes.
 This is an ideal time to start na-
tive perennials from seed, because 
the process takes months. With the 
right planning, an avid gardener 
can make the seed-starting season 
last from now until May.
 The reason starting perennials 
takes longer than most annual 
seeds is because of the need for 
stratification and sometimes scar-
ification. I’ll be the first to admit 
that for at least half of my life, 
these were terms I memorized for 
tests. I was probably taught these 
definitions at least five times be-
fore I started planting perennials 
from seed for pollinators and the 
terms became useful.
Stratification and scarification
 Perennial seeds have mech-
anisms that prevent them from 

germinating too early in the sea-
son, and home gardeners must 
mimic these conditions before 
successfully starting seed. It is 
more complicated than vegetables 
or flowers but still easy.
  A cold period, or stratification, 
is one of those mechanisms. You 
can stratify seeds in your home 
by mixing seeds with slightly 
damp sand, popping them in a 
plastic bag, and leaving them 
in the fridge for a month or so, 
depending on what the particular 
plant requires.
 Likewise, some seeds need 
to  be  scarified. They  need  their 
seed coat to be broken down a 
bit before they will germinate. 
For homeowners, the best way to 
do this is by using sandpaper to 
gently scratch the surface.
 Reputable seed dealers will 
provide information on germina-
tion requirements. Most perennial 
seeds  need  to  be  stratified,  only 
some need to be scarified and 
some have different consider-
ations altogether. Make sure to 
read directions thoroughly!
 As with any plant, pay atten-
tion to the amount of sun and soil 
moisture it needs and its size at 
maturity. Native perennials are 
wildflowers,  and  often  they  are 
taller than their tame cultivar 
varieties, which have been breed 
to be smaller with a more uniform 
growth habit. Also keep in mind, 
some may not bloom in their first 
season, but that is no reason to 
worry.
 Gardeners, I hope you consider 
adding natives to your seed-start-
ing plan this spring. It is an extra 
challenge, but starting the garden 
season early this year seems like 
a similar logic to folks that put 
up their Christmas tree before 
Thanksgiving. Let’s put a real ur-
gency into this year’s seed catalog 
musings and plan/t with a little 
hope and faith that a good spring 
is just around the corner.

Prepare to start plants from seed in 
the new year

By MORRIS BRANSON
Staff Reporter

  On Thursday December 30 the 
Rotary Club met for the final time 
this year.  After a buffet brunch, 
Rotary President, Amy Johnston, 
opened the meeting leading the 
Pledge of Allegiance followed by 
the Rotary Four-Way test.  The 
invocation was given by Jerry 
deBin.   
 The program featured Davis 

Johnston with assistance from 
his sister Kate. His theme was “If 
you can dream it, you can build 
it”, which is also the tag-line for 
Lego’s.  His presentation was 
originally made in Novembers’ 
4H District Project Achievement 
program held at Rock Eagle 4H 
center. For this, students pick a 
project of interest, research the 
topic, write and present a presen-
tation.  This helps them develop 
public speaking skills as well as 
leadership and other abilities.
 On display was a massive Lego 
village along with several other 
projects.  Davis explained that 
the original building was given 
to him by Ed Pope III with the 
understanding that he would build 
it and loan it to the bank to be 
displayed at Christmas time.  He 
went on to explain all of the work 
involved in building such a large 
project and showed the intricate 
design which included offices 
within the buildings.  Although 
Davis was the main builder of 
the design, he graciously added 
that Kate had helped him as well.  
With dreams of being an architect, 
Davis admitted that he might have 
to go to Georgia Tech but added 
that he would still root for his fa-
vorite team, the Georgia Bulldogs.
 President Johnston then closed 
the meeting by wishing everyone 
a Happy New Year.

Rotary Club celebrates the 
end of the year

Kate (left) and Davis (right) Johnston present their Lego project 
to the Washington Rotary Club
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