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A growing emphasis 
on STEM has emerged 
within the educational 
sector over the last de-
cade or more. 

Schools and students 
have put forth extraor-
dinary effort into fos-
tering science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and 
mathematics in curric-
ulums and through per-
sonal pursuits. 

Although there are 
many proponents of 

STEM classes and ca-
reers, many people feel 
that creative endeav-
ors, namely arts educa-
tion, have been largely 
pushed aside in favor of 
STEM. 

But as evidence that 
arts-based learning has 
a positive effect on all 
aspects of education 
continues to mount - in-
cluding improving stu-
dents’ test scores on the 
SAT as well as in math 

and science - many ed-
ucators are reintroduc-
ing art in schools. 

For example, prior to 
2017, Mann Elementa-
ry School in Detroit had 
not offered art classes 
in 20 years. 

By 2017, some art 
and music classes had 
been restored. Students 
in Lebanon, Penn. al-
so are learning the im-
portance of the arts 

through the STEAM 
concept. 

First implemented 
by the Rhode Island 
School of Design, the 
“A” in STEAM stands 
for “Arts.” STEAM en-
courages students to 
think not only analyti-
cally but creatively, es-
sentially blending the 
best of math and sci-
ence with the arts. 

A recent study from 

PayScale.com even 
notes that graduates 
obtaining art degrees 
from certain schools 
can expect healthy re-
turns on their educa-
tional investments. 

This furthers the 
push for a reintroduc-
tion of arts education, 
as it indicates that a ca-
reer in the arts can be 
a potentially lucrative 
pursuit.

Did you know?


