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Evening Out On 
The County Line

The six stores on the 
County Line Road will be 
having an “Evening Out” on 
Wednesday, August 10.

Pick up a registration 
card at Country Shoe Shop, 
F.D. Miller Feed Company, 
Family Health Foods, Fur-
niture Plus, Shady Crest 
Market, or Tools Plus for a 
chance to win prizes.

All the stores will have 
specials sales and open to 
10:00 pm for your shopping 
convenience. 

Upcoming Events:
August 5 & 6- Steam 

Threshing Days @ IAHC
August 10- “Evening Out 

On The County Line”
August 12-Arthur First 

Bank Free Pool Party @ Ar-
thur Pool

August 12- Lions Club 
Tractor Pull @ Fairgrounds

August 12- Pony Sale @ 
Sale Barn

August 13- Lions Club 
Free Pool Party @ Arthur 
Pool

August 17- Culpepper & 
Merriweather Circus @ Sale 
Barn

August 19 & 20- Heart of 
Amish Country Pro Rodeo 
@ Fairgrounds

August 19- Advertising 
Memorabilia Auction @ Tri-
County Auction Facility

August 20- Antique Cars 
& Trucks Auction @ Tri-
County Auction Facility

August 20- 3rd Saturday 
Market @ Otto Center

August 26 & 27- Men-
nonite Relief Sale @ Otto 
Center

A VARIETY OF ANIMALS can be seen during the drive-through tour at Aikman Wildlife 
Adventure, rural Arcola. File photo by David Porter.

Illinois Amish Heritage Center located between Arthur and Arcola.  Steam Threshing Days 
are scheduled for Aug. 5–6. Friday’s event is 9 a.m. till 8 p.m. and Saturday is 9 a.m. till 3 p.m.

It may be a small drip in a 
$2.4 billion bucket, but two 
federal tourism droplets are 
making a big splash in Douglas 
County.

Gov. JB Pritzker’s office an-
nounced Friday that $10 mil-
lion in funding is being awarded 
for tourism projects through-
out the state. The funds come 
from the federal American Res-
cue Plan Act (ARPA). Trickling 
down are two grants in Douglas 
County — one for $184,000 for 
Aikman’s Wildlife Adventure 
and one for $305,000 for the 
Illinois Amish Heritage Center 
between Arthur and Arcola.

The Aikman grant is for “sup-
port for various improvements 
to Aikman Wildlife Adventure.” 
The grant was awarded to 
S.A.B.L.E., Inc. (Saving Animals 
By Lasting Encounters), a non-
profit corporation with James 
Aikman listed as agent.

Built on the former Rockome 
Gardens site, Aikman Wildlife 
Adventure is a drive-through 
wildlife zoo featuring cam-
els, zebras, bison, deer, sheep, 
horses, emu, turkeys, donkeys 
and more. A walk-through tour 
includes porcupine, macaw, 
ball python, ducks, tortoises 
and turtles, llama, etc. 

The I.A.H.C. grant was 
awarded to Illinois Amish In-
formation Exhibits, Inc., an-
other non-profit which oper-
ates as I.A.H.C. Junior Beachy is 
the agent of record. The grant 
is to help bring historic barns 
to the center where a couple 
of homes and an old German-
language school have already 
been located.

Wilmer Otto of I.A.H.C. said 
the group has already acquired 
and dismantled the oldest 
known Amish barn in the area. 
Built in 1878 by Christian Her-
shberger and located 3 miles 
west of Arthur, the horse and 
livestock barn had not been 
renovated over the years, he 
said. Hershberger was a prom-
inent businessman and Amish 

Steam Threshing Days Friday & Saturday at IAHC

State awards $489,000 in federal funds 
for two Douglas County tourism sites

MARCUS & STEVE OTTO THROWING OUT THE FIRST PITCH. On Saturday, July 30, the Spring-
field Lucky Horseshoes baseball team held a tribute night for team member Lucas Otto who 
passed away earlier this summer. His younger brother, Marcus and his dad, Steve were given 
the honor of throwing out the first pitch before the start of the game.  A large contingent of 
Lucas’s family and friends attended the game.  Throughout the game fundraising efforts were 
held with all proceeds going to the Arthur Sports Boosters at the request of the Otto family.  
The Shoes also made a contribution for every ticket purchased with the code, “OTTO”.  Sally 
McCarthy photos

LUCAS OTTO NUMBER RETIREMENT. At the end of the 
third inning at the Springfield Lucky Horseshoes game 
the announcer directed everyone’s attention to the left 
field area and said,”Springfield Lucky Horseshoes’ pitch-
er Lucas Otto passed away on June 30.  Lucas was from 
nearby Arthur and was in the midst of his second season 
in Springfield.  Lucas was a beloved teammate, friend and 
son and was the light and joy of the Shoes’ Clubhouse.  In 
honor and remembrance of Lucas his number jersey is be-
ing retired and no Springfield player will ever wear num-
ber thirty again.  We ask that you live for Lucas, laugh for 
Lucas, and love for Lucas.”  Sally McCarthy photo

First Bank Pool Party
Join us on Friday, August 

12 for a pool party at the 
Arthur Community Pool! 
Everyone is welcome for 
free swim from 12:00 – 
6:00 p.m. Admission cour-
tesy of First Bank. We will 
have free bottle water and 
a sign up for a Back-to-
School Gift Basket.

leader. The Amish first arrived 
here in 1865, Otto said.

The grant will be used to 
complete the reassembly of 
the barn, Otto said. 

He said the grant “repre-
sents the outcome of many 
people in the community, both 
Amish and non-Amish, who 
want to establish a place for 
authentic information about 
the Amish.” He said the sup-
port from the state “proves the 
importance of what we’re do-
ing to provide historical infor-
mation to those who seek it.” 

There are large Amish set-
tlements in Pennsylvania, Ohio 
and Indiana, but the Arthur 
area is among the top 10 larg-
est Amish communities in the 
U.S., according to AmishAmer-
ica.com. While non-Amish 
tourists show a great interest 
in Amish heritage, attendance 
at I.A.H.C. demonstrates that 
there is strong interest among 
the Amish themselves to learn 
more about their own heri-
tage.

About 45 percent of the visi-
tors to I.A.H.C. come from out-
side of Illinois, according to 
an I.A.H.C. press release. The 
group expects to serve 10,000 
tourists next year and grow to 
20,000 within two years.

In addition to rebuilding the 
Herschberger barn, the funds 
will be used to buy another 5 
acres of land at the site, which, 
among other things, will pro-
vide space for a welcome cen-
ter and museum when funding 
for those is attained.

With the additional land, the 
historic barn will have a per-
manent location on the I.A.H.C. 
campus to accommodate 
horses, livestock, and other 
farm animals; fencing and 
pens will be added for demon-
strations and educational pro-
grams. A petting zoo will be an 
added attraction, showcasing 
farm animals typical of Amish 
farm life. A chicken hatchery 
is expected to be especially at-

tractive to children, organizers 
said. 

The Amish are one of the 
fastest growing populations 
in America and interest in the 
Amish is growing. Visitors will 
learn about Amish history, cul-
ture and traditions and witness 
features of Amish day-to-day 
work and home life. 

Soon, the I.A.H.C. campus 
will regularly feature care of 
horses, the raising of livestock, 
demonstrations of 19th-cen-
tury farm tools, and the use of 

horses in fieldwork, allowing 
visitors to learn more about 
traditional Amish life, and how 
everyone farmed in the last 
century and late 1800s.

Steam Threshing Days are 
scheduled for Aug. 5–6. Fri-
day’s event is 9 a.m. till 8 p.m. 
and Saturday is 9 a.m. till 3 p.m.

Pritzker’s office said this 
round of funding prioritizes 
downstate communities that 
have experienced declines in 
hotel tax revenues. A second 
round of grants totaling $15 

million is open now for appli-
cations. Of that, $5 million will 
be reserved for festivals.

“Our goal is to get people 
traveling again. Period,” Dave 
Lorenz, chairman of the Na-
tional Council of State Tourism 
Directors told the Associated 
Press. And people are traveling 
despite high gas prices. AP re-
ports that travel spending this 
year is projected to exceed $1 
trillion. That’s up 45 percent 
from 2020, according to the 
U.S. Travel Association.


