
Dollie IrvinDollie Mae Irvin, 84, of Tus-cola, passed away at 4:30 a.m. onSaturday, January 8, 2022, at theMattoon Rehabilitation & HealthCare Center.Funeral services will be heldat 1 p.m. on Wednesday, January12, at the Edwards FuneralHome in Arcola. Pastor StevenStern will officiate. Burial will bein the Arcola Cemetery. Visita-tion will be held one hour priorto the funeral at the funeralhome.Mrs. Irvin was born on July21, 1937, in Trumann, Ark. Shewas a daughter of Leo Josephand Lucille (Settle) Ladd. Shemarried Robert Morris Irvin onMarch 19, 1954, in Chicago. He passed away on June 6, 1998.She is survived by three chil-

dren, Robert Morris Irvin Jr. andhis wife Paula of Jacksonville,Fla., David Andrew Irvin and hiswife Candace of Springboro,Ohio, and Dianne ElizabethBrannon and her husband RickHock of Arcola; six grandchil-dren, Robert Morris Irvin III ofJacksonville, Fla., Sarah AshleyIrvin and her wife Jennifer Mil-lisor of Columbus, Ohio, JaredDavid Irvin of Springboro, Ohio,Matthew Gage Irvin of Dayton,Ohio, Patrick Andrew Irvin ofSpringboro, Ohio, and RyanJames Brannon of Columbus,Ohio; as well as five great-grand-children.Mrs. Irvin was preceded indeath by her parents; her sib-lings, Thelma Oldham, WilliamLee “Sonny” Ladd, Betty Azar

and Robert Raymond Ladd; anda granddaughter, Natalie Rojas.A loving mother, Mrs. Irvinworked at both the Tuscola Visi-tors Center and the DouglasCounty Museum, as well as vol-unteering with the cafeterias ofthe Tuscola Schools publicschool system.Above all, she was proudestof her many years spent playingpiano for the First Church of Godin Tuscola.Mrs. Irvin was beloved by herfamily, including her children,grandchildren, and great grand-children. She will be missed byall who were blessed to knowher.
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Youth survey highlights rising
depression among local students

Irvin

Kim BusboomKimberly Ann Busboom, 59,of Royal, died at 7:50 p.m. Sat-urday, January 8, 2022, at herhome.Funeral services will beheld at 1:30 p.m. Thursday,January 13, at ImmanuelLutheran Church of Flatvillewith the Rev. James T.Lehmann and the Rev. GregBusboom officiating. Burialwill follow in Kopmann Ceme-tery.Visitation will be from 4–7p.m. Wednesday, January 12, inDiers Hall, Immanuel LutheranChurch of Flatville, with aprayer service at 3 p.m. BaierFamily Funeral Services,Flatville is handling arrange-ments.Mrs. Busboom was bornJune 23, 1962, in Tuscola, thedaughter of William andSharon Day Rogers. She mar-ried Maury Busboom February4, 1992, in Las Vegas, Nev. Hesurvives.Along with her husband,Maury, she is survived by herparents, Bill and SharonRogers of Camargo; a son, Brad(Kara) Busboom of California;

two grandchildren, James andJohnna Busboom; a brother,Kirk (Theresa) Rogers of Ca-margo; a special niece, LexiRogers of Urbana; a mother-in-law, Luella Busboom ofFlatville; and her guide dog,Farley, who she loved so much.She is also survived by severalaunts, uncles, nieces, nephews,great nieces and greatnephews.She was preceded in deathby her grandparents; father-in-law, Raymond Busboom; and anephew, Tyler Dale.Mrs. Busboom had juvenilediabetes at the age of 11. InJanuary of 2001, she went intorenal failure, and on November1 of 2001, she had a kidney andpancreas transplant. In April of2017, she lost her pancreasand became a diabetic again. Inthe summer of 2020, she be-came legally blind, and in De-cember of 2021, she lost herkidney.Mrs. Busboom graduatedfrom Villa Grove High School in1980, and from Parkland Col-lege in 1992, with a degree innursing. She earned her BSNfrom St. Francis University. Shewas employed at Carle Hospi-

tal, Urbana, since receiving herdegree. During her career atCarle, she was a SICU nurse,field nurse, flight nurse and aLevel 4 nurse exemplar. Shetaught parish nursing classesand also worked at DigestiveHealth and Orth-Max.She was a member of Im-manuel Lutheran Church ofFlatville, a Sunday Schoolteacher and a parishnurse. Mrs. Busboom was alsoa firefighter and EMT para-medic for the Ogden-Royal Fire

Department. She served astrustee for the Royal VillageBoard. Mrs. Busboom was in-strumental in bringing thesewage system to downtownRoyal and went to Washington,D.C., and Springfield to lobbyfor money. She and her friend,Faith Roberts, helped start aVial of Life program.In addition to her busy ca-reer, she was a Mary Kay con-sultant and did improv. Shewas an avid St. Louis Cardinalfan, enjoyed antiques, lovedhelping people and sharing herdelicious homemade muffins.Mrs. Busboom also enjoyedgoing to Florida in the winter.Her greatest joy was beingOma to James and Johnna,whom she loved dearly.Mrs. Busboom touched somany lives both professionallyand personally. She will begreatly missed.Memorial contributions canbe made to Leader Dogs for theBlind, American Diabetes As-sociation or an organization ofthe donor’s choice. Memoriesand condolences may beshared with the familyat www.baierfuneralservices.com.

Busboom

Lloyd LowderLloyd Arthur Lowder, 85, for-merly of Atwood, passed awayon Sunday, December 26, 2021,at his home in North Lauderdale,Fla.Masonic and Funeral Serviceswere held Tuesday, January 11,at the Hilligoss Shrader FuneralHome, Atwood. Burial with mili-tary rites accorded were held atthe Lake Fork Cemetery, rural At-wood. Visitation will be heldprior to the services at the fu-neral home.Mr. Lowder was born on May7, 1936, in Douglas County, theson of George and Carrie RobertsLowder. He was raised in At-wood, attending all 12 grades inthe village. Mr. Lowder lovedmusic and participated in themusic program playing thedrums from 6th through 12thgrade. After graduation in 1954,he attended the University of Illi-

nois, Urbana, studying chemicalengineering. While a student, heplayed in the marching, concertand jazz bands. In 1956, hetransferred to the University ofMiami, Coral Gables, Fla., tostudy accounting.Mr. Lowder married his highschool sweetheart, DorothyBaker, on June 29, 1958, at theLake Fork Church where theyare both members. The earlypart of their marriage was spentin Aruba, NA. Returning to At-wood in 1959, Mr. Lowderstarted Lowder Trucking, Inc.Three months later he wasdrafted by the U.S. Army servingas a top-secret crypto operatorfor the 97th Signal Corp in Ger-many. During this tour of duty,Lloyd and Dorothy spent asmuch time as possible touringGermany and surrounding coun-tries. In the summer of 1961,Lloyd, Dorothy, and 3-month-oldNatalie returned to the states,

where Mr. Lowder continued op-erating Lowder Trucking. In1970, the family relocated toSouth Florida and Mr. Lowderjoined Local 349 in Miami as anelectrician. Mr. Lowder was a de-voted family man and enjoyed

listening to jazz while tinkeringin the garage or tending to hiswell-manicured lawn and gar-den. Unfortunately, Parkinson’sDisease made his remainingyears challenging.Mr. Lowder is survived byDorothy, his wife of 63 years;children, Natalie (Joseph) Ren-gen, Beverly Watkins, Ronald(Doreen) Lowder and CliffordLowder; grandchildren, Jennifer(Antonio) Gonzalez, Randall(Elyse) Watkins, and StephenWatkins; great-grandchildren,Aurora Gonzalez, Ethan Watkins,Tiara Watkins, and AlexisWatkins; sister, Carolyn Lowder;and several nieces andnephews.Preceding him in death arehis parents; sister, Kathryn Ava-los; brother, Barry Lowder; andson-in-law, Michael Watkins.Online condolences may beshared via www.hilligossshraderfh.com.
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Depression among local stu-dents continues to climb, ac-cording to the 2020 IllinoisYouth Survey. More than 20 per-cent of high school studentshave seriously considered at-tempting suicide in the past year.Forty percent of students feltso sad and hopeless almostevery day for two weeks or morein a row that they stopped doingsome usual activities. This is a 7percent increase from the 2018survey. The Illinois Youth Surveywas completed by students inClark, Coles, Cumberland, Dou-glas, Moultrie, and Shelby coun-ties.“Kids today face problemsthat didn’t exist even a decadeago. They absorb everythinggoing on in the world and be-come very sad. We are desperatefor crisis professionals likeschool counselors. We know ourkids need to talk to someone, es-pecially on hard topics like de-pression and suicide, but we justcan’t find them,” Kyle Thompson,ROE #11 regional superintend-ent, emphasized.Although the AmericanSchool Counselor Associationrecommends a 250-to-1 ratio ofstudents to school counselors,the national average is actually424-to-1 for the 2019–2020school year. Thompson ex-plained that despite greater fed-eral funding for education andmental health professionals, thedistrict has struggled to recruitand retain all school personnelbecause of the pay and rural lo-cation. Schools try to addressthese concerns by encouragingteachers to guide kids towardsocial services, including mentalhealth topics in assemblies, andeducating teachers on self-careand mindfulness so they canpass it on to their students.The Illinois Youth Survey isan initiative that measuresteenagers’ feelings about sub-stance abuse, nutrition, drinkingand driving, weight control andbody image, depression, suicide,safety at school, bullying, and to-

bacco use. Sarah Bush LincolnHealthy Communities partneredwith CEAD Council and theHuman Resources Council ofEdgar and Clark Counties to ad-minister the study in the springof 2020 before the COVID-19pandemic.Survey data is used by SBLHealthy Communities, schoolsand other agencies to under-stand teen risk behaviors andform strategies to improve thelives of area youth. The 2020survey results include the fol-lowing findings:
• Nearly three-quarters of students feel that

there is a teacher or other adult at their school
who really cares about them, and more than
two-thirds of students feel safe at their school.

• Suicide and depression continue to be the
top health concern of students by a large mar-
gin. Drug use remains the second highest
health concern among students.

• Students use e-cigarettes at a much
higher percentage than cigarettes.

• Alcohol use and impaired driving in-
creased slightly among students.

• The perceived risk of harm from marijuana
use decreases significantly from 8th grade to
12th grade at a 21-percentage-point difference.
Personal disapproval of marijuana use de-
creased 32 percentage points from 8th grade to
12th grade.Mike Tozer, SBL LicensedClinical Professional Counselor,explained that while technologycan contribute to worse mentalhealth and behavior, it isn’t nec-essarily the problem – the prob-lem is the content on kids’screens.“Kids have pressures todaythat didn’t exist years ago. Main-taining social media feeds orSnapchat streaks take up timeand energy, and if kids feel likethey don’t measure up to theirpeers, they can feel depressed,”Tozer clarified.Tozer recommends that par-ents seek out their Human Re-sources department to see iftheir employee assistance pro-grams offer free therapy serv-ices. Seeking an appointmentwith a pediatrician can also helpidentify any physical and mentalissues.For info about SBL HealthyCommunities or to read the fullreport, visit https://www.sarah-bush.org/healthycommunities/.




