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TUSCOLA JUNIOR Izzy Wilcox (23) defends against War-
rensburg-Latham player Ema Dutcher during a game last
week. The Warriors won the contest and will host the Cen-
tral Illinois Conference Tournament this Saturday. Photo by
Daniel L. Chamness.

By Daniel L. ChamnessEarly in the game, the girl'sgame between Tuscola and theWarrensburg-Latham Cardi-nals looked like a blowout.But, the Lady Warrior play-ers did not believe that itwould end that way. Neitherdid the Lady Cardinals. Tus-cola, who led 12-3 at the firstbreak and by double digits, 25-12, at intermission watchedtheir lead dwindle to just twopoints, 38-36, when EmaDutcher hit a pair of freethrows with 4:34 to play."We battled back all thetime," said Alyssa Riley, War-rensburg-Latham's head coach."We need to put four quarterstogether. I have to have fourquarters from my athletes if weare going to win games."Maybe it was the fact that

the Lady Cardinals had gottenthat close, but within 90 sec-onds the Lady Warriors had hitthe gas and sped away thanksto Taylor Musgrave and herkeen eye from beyond the arc.The senior drained a pair ofthree-pointers from the rightwing."Those were big as anythree pointers I have ever hadthe pleasure of witnessing,"said Tim Kohlbecker, Tuscola'shead coach. "Taylor has not al-ways been a great three pointshooter, but she just keepsplugging along. I hope shekeeps shooting them and getsmore and more confidence."With 4:05 to play, the seniorhit her first one. She then hit asecond one at the 3:10 mark.That was followed by a freethrow by junior guard Ella

Boyer. At that point the War-riors were up by nine points,45-36."I knew when I shot it thefirst one was going in," saidMusgrave of the pair of threepointers. "It looked pretty goodright away. The second one, Iwas not sure about. We knewthey had a height advantageand we had to keep them infront of us and be really in-tense and crash the boards."While the Cardinals wouldget within six in the final 1:15on a Morgan Jones bucket, butit would get no closer.In the final minute of play,Tuscola hit 66 percent, 4-of-6of their charity tosses. SydneyMoss hit two free throws with46 seconds left on the clockand she added one more with:27.4 left to play. Sophia

Kremitzki added another at:17.7 to give the Warriors a 52-42 victory.After leading 12-3 at theend of the first quarter, theWarriors stretched their leadto double figures for the firsttime when Kremitzki nailed abucket. Musgrave andKremitzki scored the finalpoints of the first half withMusgrave scoring at the 1:37mark and Kremitzki scoredwith a layup at the :22 mark."It was a great game for us,"said Moss. "We played withquite a bit of energy. We hadsome down points, but wewere always battling. They hadsome great girls inside. Tallgirls, that were lanky with agood reach. It was tough toplay against a team with awingspan like that."

Tuscola Lady Warriors top
Warrensburg-Latham 52-42




