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SUDOKU CROSSWORD100 years ago
January 19, 1922• As a result of an epidemicamong livestock in the area,E.F. Thaye
100 years ago
January 26, 1922• An "old fiddler's contest"was held at the Moose home.Tuscola contestants includedJustice George Richards,Wilbur Hoel, and Harve Bar-nett.• Henry Hahn and EarlJones purchased the TuscolaCash Meat Market from GeorgeTate.• Two people in a Saxon cartried to swipe some chickensfrom Mrs. James Williams atWest Ridge. Freddie Williamscame home about that timeand the thieves ran.• Oliver Williams was shotby careless hunters while hewas watering his father'shorses in a stalk field. He wasseriously injured.• The log cabin built by At-torney Joe Walker on NorthNiles Avenue, which was soldto William Riley, was strippedof the logs and boarded up.
75 years ago
January 23, 1947• The fire department re-sponded to a call at the E.E.Craw residence on North MainStreet. A motor on the furnacewas smoking.
65 years ago
January 24, 1957• Seniors Twylla Rahn andFrank Lincoln were namedDAR and SAR winners.
60 years ago
January 25, 1962• Juanita Merrifield, editorof the USI Perspective, was

elected to membership in theIllinois Press Association.
55 years ago
January 26, 1967• Raymond Lee Jr. waselected treasurer of the U of ILaw School Alumni Associa-tion. • Miss MarySchable announced her retire-ment as a beautician after 39years. Her shop at 202 W.VanAllen will be operated byShirley Hausmann.
50 years ago
January 27, 1972• The Tuscola Warriorsboosted their season record to7-6 with a win over Warrens-birg-Latham. Doug Dietrich,Rudy Huber and Phil Waterswere in double digits.• At the recommendation ofPrincipal Bill Butkovich, theschool board approved classcredit for speech and debate.• Mrs. Don Daugherty andbaby son, Preston, were guestsof honor at a coffee Saturday inthe home of Mrs. Deane Wa-caser. Preston was born De-cember 19, 1971, at JarmanHospital.• East Prairie held a peprally Thursday led by cheer-leaders Jarie Shook, MaureenApgar, Cheryl Page, Janice Oak-ley, and Marianne Romine.• Robert Harper was in-stalled worshipful master ofTuscola Lodge 332, AncientFree and Accepted Masons.Clyde Colwell was installing of-ficer.• Alderman Jane Lovekampsaid the majority of Mead-owview residents want toannex into the city but don'twant to be taxed until sewerservice is put in.

PUZZLES

CLUES ACROSS1. Nature expedition7. Take the energy from10. Bungled12. Young salmon13. Botanical gardens14. Source of chocolate15. Country singer LeAnn16. Yokel17. Unit of energy18. Plant of the lily family19. Tusked wild pig21. Form of “to be”22. Formerly27. Letter of the Greek alpha

     bet28. Former First Lady33. News organization34. Shining brightly and     intermittently36. Brew37. Teams’ best pitchers38. Edible fruit39. Pitching stat40. __ or bust41. Baby product     manufacturer44. Monetary unit of Finland45. Small spherical structures     in cells48. Pouches49. Reached50. Investment account51. Oft-repeated slogan
CLUES DOWN1. Nuclear undersea weapon2. Helps the skin3. Evergreen coniferous trees4. Relieve of employment5. A way to drench

6. Journalist Tarbell7. __ and Venzetti8. Alcoholic liquor9. An athlete who plays     for pay10. Where to get drinks11. Japanese art form12. Baseball great Satchel14. Winged angelic beings17. One point south of     due east18. Group of islands in     Polynesia20. A place to play: __ center23. Masses of gray matter     in the brain24. Belgian city (alt. sp.)25. Millilitre26. Beloved Will Ferrell film29. Railway above ground30. Satisfaction31. Aggregate of molecules32. Type of barometer35. Type of college     teacher (abbr.)

36. Long periods of time38. Native people of Nebraska     and S. Dakota40. Deliver41. Thin, narrow piece     of wood42. Modern Israel founder43. Small NY college44. Pounds per square inch45. Veterans battleground46. Hollywood talent agency     (abbr.)47. Popular kids’ channel

By Colleen Lehmann
DCHD public health liaisonIt was reported on an IDPHWebex this morning that todaymarks the two-year anniversary ofthe first COVID case being recordedin Illinois. Even more sobering,30,000 Illinoisans have lost theirlives to COVID since that day. Thedeath of another Douglas Countyresident was reported to us lastweek, bringing the total number ofcounty deaths to 55. From Jan. 17-24, 2022 DCHD performed 422rapid tests, 165 of which were pos-itive. That was a positivity rate of39.1% for rapid testing at DCHD inthat timeframe. IDPH figures showthat, as of Jan. 18, the 7-day rollingpositivity rate (for all types of test-

ing) for Douglas County residentswas 25.7%, and for Region 6 thatnumber was 18.9%.IDPH data shows 50.62% of Dou-glas County residents have had atleast one vaccine dose, while46.11% of residents are fully vacci-nated. Percentages of fully vacci-nated residents, broken down byage group, are as follows:Age 65+ = 76.73%Age 18-64 = 50.36%Age 12-17 = 29.44%Age 5-11 = 9.11%COVID testing at DCHD …Today is the day! Appointment-based COVID testing started, and fora first day it was a surprisinglysmooth process. At least that’s the

case on our end, and hopefully resi-dents are finding it much more con-venient to come at a specific timeand avoid a long wait to get tested.The same online system used tomake COVID vaccine appointmentsis being utilized. Go todchealthdept.org and click the ap-propriate link for the test you areseeking … rapid, PCR, or both. As al-ways, an insurance card is requiredfor PCR testing.Have you signed up to receivefree rapid antigen tests at yourhome, courtesy of the federal gov-ernment? Residential householdscan order one set of 4 free testsfrom USPS.com. The link to do so ishttps://special.usps.com/testkits.Up-to-date isolation and quaran-

tine guidance is just a click away onthe IDPH website. Go tohttps://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/quarantine-guidance.html for information.School-related guidance can befound at https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/school-guidance/quaran-tine-guidance.html.Testing continues Thursdays byappointment at Tuscola CommunityBuilding. Go online towww.dchealthdept.org to sign upfor your J&J, Moderna, or Pfizer vac-cine or booster. Another vaccine-re-lated resource is the free Vax Verifyportal at https://idphportal.illi-nois.gov, where Illinois residentscan find a record of their immuniza-tions, including COVID vaccines. Be

aware you will have to set up an ac-count the first time you log in.Additional information on anynumber of COVID-related subjectscan also be accessed online athttps://dph.illinois.gov/covid19.htmlIf there is anything else we canhelp you with, just let us know. Inthe meantime, have a happy, healthyweek!Colleen Lehmann, public healthliaisonDouglas County Health Depart-ment217-253-4137 ext. 1229Colleen.lehmann@douglascoun-tyil.com

Douglas County sees another COVID death

Thompson: Region faces historic crisis in teacher
shortage; quality of education is jeopardized

The Regional Office of Ed-ucation #11 is calling forcommunity collaborators indetermining how to addressa continuing, growing prob-lem throughout the regionand Illinois as a whole: Theshortage of qualified educa-tors to teach children in itsschool districts.“The problem is criticaland has only become worsesince the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic,” says Dr. KyleThompson, Regional Super-intendent of Schools. “TheIllinois Association of Re-gional Superintendents ofSchools (IARSS) conducts anannual survey throughoutthe state in every county,” hereports. “It asks detailedquestions of local school dis-trict superintendents and thefindings from our school dis-tricts are what we’ve known

and feared for some time.”Thompson reports the fol-lowing results from localschool districts that re-sponded to the IARSS surveythis past fall:
• 94 percent say we havea teacher shortage problem
• 100 percent say we havea substitute teacher shortageproblem
• 35 percent say COVID-19 increased teacherturnover
• 24 percent of postedteacher positions went un-filled or filled with a less thanqualified hire
• 88 percent say logisticalconcerns caused an increasein educators employed be-cause of the pandemic
• 82 percent say budgetshortfalls caused an increasein educators employed be-cause of the pandemic

• 94 percent say theteacher shortage problem isgetting worse
• 94 percent say they areconcerned about futureteacher shortages
• 29 classes were can-celed and 14 converted on-line because of shortages
• 24 percent reported anadministrator shortage prob-lem, but 38 percent say theyare concerned about futureadministrator shortages
• 94 percent say the sub-stitute teacher shortage isgetting worse
• 88 percent are con-cerned about future substi-tute shortagesThe IARSS’ 2021 IllinoisEducator Shortage Survey re-flects months of collabora-tion among partners GoshenEducation Consulting and Illi-

nois State University. This isthe fifth year of consecutivesurveys that ask detailedquestions about the depthand reach of Illinois’ ongoingteacher shortage and com-piled responses from morethan 660 school districtsstatewide.Results from the past twoyears of surveys indicate thata number of educators re-tired early attributable to theongoing COVID-19 pandemic.This decrease escalated theeducator shortage in thestate, creating a void in thenumber of qualified teachersentering the educator jobmarket both years.“Without qualified andproperly educated teachers,the quality of education weprovide in ROE #11 is inperil,” Thompson says. “I andother education administra-

tors in our area will be reach-ing out to our local electedrepresentatives, civic andcommunity leaders, state ed-ucation officers, and collegeand universities to see howwe can collaborate and findanswers to these problems sothat current and future edu-cators can feel secure andsucceed in their profession.We want to ensure our stu-dents receive the educationthey rightly deserve frompublic schools.”The President of the IARSSagrees. “Our schools needhelp, now more than ever,”says Mark Klaisner, Directorof the West40 ISC in westChicago. “For five years of thestudy, we have shown howschools are struggling to findqualified teachers and areunder tremendous stress toprovide the best education

possible while understaffedand overwhelmed. COVID-19has only made those chal-lenges worse.” Klaisner is op-timistic despite the survey’snegative results when consid-ering where the teaching pro-fession must go for thefuture. “We hope these newresults will emphasize the ur-gency we all feel to find morededicated educators who seethe wonderful value of help-ing our children learn andgrow and to take on this dif-ficult and multi-faceted prob-lem with a renewed focusand passion,” he says.For more information con-cerning the 2021 IARSS Illi-nois Educator ShortageSurvey, go tohttps://iarss.org/2021-edu-cator-shortage/.




