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By Daniel L. ChamnessIt took until overtime, buta victory is a victory.The Tuscola Warriors trav-eled to Warrensburg-Lathamand earned a win. To earnthat win, they basically had tosnatch victory from the jawsof defeat or pull one out ofthe fire as it were.The Warriors posted anine-point, 55-46 victory.After posting three wins lastweek, beating Central A&Mand Schlarmann as well, theWarriors are 17-4. They are4-0 in the Central IllinoisConference."We got in some foul trou-ble and we did not take careof the ball like we shouldhave," said Vic Binkley, War-rensburg-Latham's headcoach. "I hope we learn andgrow from this. The CentralIllinois Conference Tourna-ment is coming up and hope-fully we get to play Tuscolaagain. The top four teams inthat tournament will bepretty tough."After the Warriors had dugthemselves into a hole in thefirst half, they battled backand at the end of regulation,the two teams were knottedat 41. While the Warriorsheld the Cardinals to just fivepoints in the overtime, threein the first two minutes and athree-foot jumper in the finalminute of the four-minute

overtime period, Jalen Quinn,a senior went to work.The future NCAA Division Ihardwood player proved, ashe has time and time again,that he is at his best when thepressure is on. He would startthe overtime period with twofree throws. He would followthat with Tuscola's only twopoint bucket of the quarter.Before the first two minutesof overtime had run off theclock, sophomore guardJosiah Hortin nailed a three-pointer and the Warriorswere boasting a 49-44 leadwith less than two minutes toplay.Quinn and Hortin gave theWarriors the lead, but JamesParsley put on the finishingtouches. The 5-foot-10 seniorguard, who had spent thegame defending MJ Murphy, aCardinal sophomore andtheir scoring machine, hitthree-of-four free throw op-portunities in the last 30 sec-onds of the game to put it outof reach."I take a great deal of pridein trying to stop their bestplayer," said Parsley. "I did nottotally lock him down, but Iam happy with how I didoverall."Jordan Quinn, a Tuscolasophomore, also scored in thefinal minute, hitting two char-ity tosses of his own.The Warriors were down

by double digits in the thirdquarter, but they battled backand started the closing stanzadown 35-28. With only 2:38to play in the contest, Warriorsenior Jalen Quinn nailed anold-fashioned three to closethe Cardinal lead to one, 37-36.The senior was not donethere as he kept the Warriorswithin striking distance. Hewould cut the lead to one, 39-38 one more time, with 1:32left in regulation. Hortinnailed a three-ball from theright corner with 45 ticks lefton the clock to give the War-riors a slim 41-40 lead. Cardi-nal senior Jake Sarver hit oneof two free throws with 32seconds left to send the gameinto overtime."I feel like we had the mo-mentum when I hit that threepointer," said Hortin. "I feellike with this win, we mighthave secured the top seed inthe conference tournament."Jalen Quinn would finishwith 25 points. The seniorwould miss only one freethrow on the game. He hit fiveregulation shots and onethree pointer.The senior was the onlyWarrior in double figures.Five other Warriors scoredthe other 30 points to roundout the scoring. Parsley andHortin had seven points each,while Preston Brown had six.

Jordan Quinn and EastonCunningham each had five."We got them in some foultrouble," said Justin Bozarthof the Cardinals. "One of thebest players in the conference(Evan Yaroch) fouled out. Wethought we needed to juststay the course. Jalen is a spe-cial player, but everyoneknows it. He was not going tolet us lose. We worked theball around great in the over-time period team. James did agreat job guarding Murphy,but it is very tough to stophim or slow him down."

Jalen Quinn (3) watches an unidentified warrensburg-latham player closely as in a central illinois conference game
between the two teams. tuscola won the game in overtime and stayed perfect in cic play as they improved to 17-4 overall
and 4-0 in the league. Photo by Daniel L. Chamness.

Tuscola wins in overtime




