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Pandemic projectThe year 2019 is attached to the name,yet here we are, already into 2022 and still… COVID-19 continues to directly affect al-most every aspect of our lives. Time inex-orably moves on as we look at navigating(who would have guessed) year THREE ofan historic global pandemic.How are we doing it? In what ways hasthe process changed over time? What havethe impacts been to our families, work-places, schools, health, social interactions?What have we learned along the way? Find-ing, gathering, and documenting the an-swers to those questions is at the very heartof a project to capture this seminal momentin Douglas County history while it’s stillhappening in real time.Douglas County Health Department islooking for submissions from people of allwalks of life – students, senior citizens,teachers, administrators, parents, athletes,small and large business owners, employ-ees, consumers, healthcare workers, privatecitizens. We all have stories to tell, observa-tions to relate, opinions to offer on thisshared experience.What should your submissions include?Entirely up to you, including the format.Journal entries, letters to your kids/grand-kids, photos, stories, video clips, oral orvideo interviews, random collections ofthoughts and memories, physical objects …any of these would be good. Did you haveCOVID? If so, what was it like for you? Didyou take up a hobby during quarantine orisolation, perhaps start a new family tradi-tion? Tell us about--better yet show exam-ples of--those. Make this your project; we’lljust serve as the custodian.We’ll be sharing your submissions peri-odically, so stay tuned and stay healthy.Can’t wait to see what you have to offer!Submissions can be sent to ColleenLehmann in the following ways:Email colleen.lehmann@douglascoun-tyil.comMail or drop off to DCHD at Tuscola Fac-tory Outlets/Building J600/Tuscola, IL61953Questions? Call Colleen at 217-253-4137ext. 1229 (M-Th. 8-4:30 p.m.)
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Thomas Brown (33) driBBles the ball with his right hand as arcola's Tanner Thomas defends for the Purple riders. Photo by Nancy Rair-
den.

Carle to build 12,000-sq. ft.
medical clinic south of mall

$1

The Tuscola City Council, onDec. 27, 2021, accepted an offer of$280,000 for three lots south of theoutlet mall from Carle Health. Thehealthcare company plans to builda 12,000-square-foot medical clinicthere with 16 examination roomssupporting eight providers.The single-story plan also callsfor two treatment rooms, an outpa-tient lab and imaging space as wellas offices, a waiting room and atelecom/data room. The project in-cludes an outdoor walking paththat will be accessible to the public“to promote a healthier work envi-ronment and life style.” Construc-tion materials are brick, metalpanels and an aluminum glass

storefront. Landscaping inclludes“native plants and grasses” to re-duce maintenance.The city acquired the lots whenthe mall was built as compensationfor putting in the road. They arelots 1, 2 and 7 of Amishland Coun-try Village south of the Big RedBarn at the end of a cul de sac.Since the site is in a tax incre-ment finance (TIF) district, the cityrequested proposals from anyonewanting to develop the property.Carle was the only responder to therequest. Drew Hoel, city manager,said the price offered is about $1per square foot.Hoel said Carle discussed trad-ing its current clinic at the corner

of U.S. 36 and Egyptian Trail. Herecommended to the Council thatthe city take a “first right of refusal”on that property. He said he ex-pects to close on the sale of the lotsin three months.In other business, the Councilapproved a $1.8 million reimburse-ment to Love’s Travel Stops &Country Stores, Inc. as part of a re-development agreement that in-cluded the construction of MooreAvenue.Also approved was a Commu-nity Building lease to TuscolaHome Center for a Christmas partyJan. 15. It was also announced thatall 2021 golf cart permits have ex-pired; residents wishing to renew

their permits can do so on the city’swebsite, tuscola.org.In his written report to theCouncil, Hoel said Cabot Corpora-tion has agreed to pay for the pre-liminary surveying andengineering on the proposed waterline replacement between the Tus-cola and Arcola meter stations. Thecounty has been asked to con-tribute $1 million of its federalAmerica Rescue Plan Act funds to-ward the project.Alan Shoemaker served asmayor pro tem in the absence ofMayor Dan Kleiss. Also absent fromthe Council meeting was alderper-son Terra Waldrop.
By Colleen Lehmann

DCHD public health liaisonChristmas has come and gone… wouldn’t it be great if COVIDdid the same? No such luck, un-fortunately. The 7-day rollingpositivity rate for DouglasCounty as reported by the Illi-nois Department of PublicHealth (IDPH) on Dec. 24 was12.6%, while that same resultfor Region 6 was 10.2%.From Dec. 20-27 the DouglasCounty Health Department(DCHD) saw 133 new cases, 113of which were unvaccinatedfolks. As of yesterday, we weremonitoring 292 actives/closecontacts. Total county cases nownumber 4,119 and there havebeen 46 deaths.On the vaccination front,IDPH figures show 44.77% ofDouglas County residents arefully vaccinated, while 48.85%have had at least one dose. Therehave been 3,046 booster dosesadministered to county resi-dents.On January 6, 2022 DCHD re-sumes weekly COVID vaccineclinics on Thursdays at TuscolaCommunity Building for J&J,

Moderna, and Pfizer first/sec-ond/booster doses. Appoint-ments can be made online atdchealthdept.org. We stronglyencourage you to take advantageof this free health service.
News on the
COVID front …--News is plentiful, but atleast for this moment in time inDouglas County, it is preliminary.IDPH is our boss when it comesto recommended practices, sogetting official word from thatentity is necessary for DCHD tobegin implementing them. Thatsaid, there is a recent CDC rec-ommendation to shorten isola-tion and quarantine times inspecific situations.If and when IDPH adopts theCDC recommendations, thenCOVID isolation/quarantineguideline changes would likelybe as follows:Asymptomatic positive cases= 5 days isolation followed by 5days mask use around others

Direct exposure to COVID-
positive cases would be as fol-
lows:If unvaccinated = 5 days quar-

antine followed by 5 days strictmask useIf fully vaccinated with pri-mary series but unboosted* = 5days quarantineFully vaccinated and boostedOR had COVID less than 6 mos.prior = no quarantine as long asasymptomatic*Fully vaccinated and 6 mos.out if Pfizer or Moderna, 2 mos.out if J&J means vaccine immu-nity has likely waned. If your pri-mary vaccine series was lessthan the aforementioned time-frames, the no quarantine optionwould likely be recommended.Soaring numbers of positivecases making it increasingly bur-densome for local health depart-ments to keep up with contactinvestigation and tracingprompted IDPH to develop a sin-gle, centralized center for thisaspect of COVID management.This approach is scheduled tobegin Jan. 13, but due to manyquestions and unknowns re-garding the process, DCHD is notsure when, if or to what degreeit will participate. We hope tolearn more in the comingdays/weeks and will provide

specific information as it is re-ceived. In the meantime, don’t besurprised if you have a positiveCOVID result and receive anIDPH text message, as startingtoday they will be doing so withany new positives recorded inthe state system.
This week’s updateHappy New Year to all . . .hope you are well as we begin tonavigate 2022. The end of2021/start of 2022 has been achallenge at J600, with recordnumbers of positive COVID casesand testing demands. Just thispast week, Dec. 27-Jan. 2, therewere 218 new cases (170 unvac-cinated, 48 vaccinated). Four ofthose daily totals were 56, 48,59, and 40 – and that was cuttingdown testing time to 3.5 hoursdue to staffing shortages.By comparison, the previousweek’s total number of newcases was 133. The 7-day rollingpositivity rate for DouglasCounty as of Dec. 27 was 13.9%,with Region 6 positivity rate at11.5%Currently, DCHD is following292 active/close contacts, and

the county has seen a total of4,331 cases and 46 deaths sincethe pandemic’s start. Testing sofar today is on pace to set an-other record number of positivecases.Speaking of testing … we areexperiencing a backlog in rapidtesting supplies so are having tomake changes to our testingschedule this week. I have at-tached a PSA regarding thosechanges and the reasons forthem. I’d also like to point outthat we are trying to discouragepeople from lining their vehicleson roadways when waiting inline for a COVID test. The lineshould remain within the park-ing lot area of Tuscola OutletMall, so as not to disrupt trafficflow.With December coming to aclose, I can report the followingCOVID numbers for 2021. Therewere 2,402 new cases and 14deaths recorded in DouglasCounty for 2021. We beganrecording vaccination status inSeptember 2021. In that four-month period there were 1,379new cases -- 1,162 of them un-vaccinated and 217 vaccinated.

IDPH figures show DouglasCounty has 49.02% of residentswith at least one vaccine, and44.83% are fully vaccinated.There have been 3,133 boostersadministered to county resi-dents.
News on the
COVID front …Late last week, IDPH adoptedCDC guidance on shortening iso-lation and quarantine periodsfor the general public. This is foreveryone other than schools,higher education, corrections fa-cilities, and long-term care facil-ities – interim guidance for theseentities is expected any day andwill be shared as soon as it is re-leased.DCHD looks forward to rein-stating weekly COVID clinics thisweek. On Thursday, Jan. 6 wewill be back at Tuscola Commu-nity Building for appointment-based vaccinations of J&J,Moderna, and Pfizer. Appoint-ments can be made online atdchealthdept.org. As of today, wehave almost 200 appointmentson the schedule this week.

Holidays spark increase in COVID infections




