
Wilbur PflumWilbur Eugene Pflum, 90, alifelong resident of Tuscola,peacefully passed away onThursday, December 30, 2021, atthe Tuscola Health Care Center.Visitation will be held from9–10:30 a.m., Wednesday Janu-ary 5, at the Hilligoss ShraderFuneral Home, 705 South MainStreet, Tuscola.Mass of Christian Burial willfollow at 11 a.m., WednesdayJanuary 5, at Forty MartyrsCatholic Church, 201 East VanAllen, Tuscola, with Fr. AngelSierra officiating. Burial will fol-low at the Tuscola TownshipCemetery.Mr. Pflum will be remem-bered for his community in-volvement around Tuscola andDouglas County. He was activelyinvolved with the Republican
Party and served as a precinctcommitteeman for many years;he worked on local issues withthe drainage commission, Soiland Water Conservation District

and the Farm Bureau. He was al-ways eager to support and assistthe community. Mr. Pflum was aveteran of the United States AirForce and a supporter of theVFW.Mr. Pflum’s passion was farm-ing and caring for the land. Hewas an active farmer in Tuscolafor over 50 years and was astaunch believer in preservingthe family farm; the Pflum farmremains active today with thefourth generation. Mr. Pflum en-joyed the outdoors where hewould hunt and fish. When farm-ing slowed in the winter, Wilburand Blanche spent their time inLeesburg, Fla., where Mr. Pflumenjoyed fishing.Mr. Pflum was preceded indeath by his wife Blanche, par-ents Clarence and Lillian (Man-non), and sister Mary Lou.He is survived by his children,

John and Kathleen (Caulfield)Pflum of Tuscola, Janet (Pflum)and Michael Nielsen of Cham-paign; his grandchildren,Stephanie (Pflum) and SamuelStumpf of Columbia, Michael andHolly (Nichols) Pflum of Tuscola,Matthew and Kirsten (Flod-strom) Pflum of Champaign,Rachel Pflum of Lakewood, Colo.,Lauren (Nielsen) and BryanSagray of San Antonio, Texas,and Jillian Nielsen of South LakeTahoe, Calif.; his great-grandchil-dren, Alaina, Wyatt and JacobStumpf, Colette, Mia and Harri-son Pflum.In lieu of flowers, donationscan be made to Tuscola FFAChapter or the Douglas CountyMuseum Association.Online condolences may beshared via hilligossshraderfh.com.
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Pflum

Paul CosletPaul Wayne Coslet, 90, ofTuscola passed away on De-cember 29, 2021, at the CarleFoundation Hospital in Ur-bana.Mr. Coslet was born on No-vember 18, 1931, in Hindsboroto Isaac and Nora (West)Coslet. He married ShelbyCoslet on February 19, 1955, inOakland.He is survived by three chil-dren, Gary Coslet, Gail (Kyle)Hoke, and Glenda (Dave Rosen-baum) Coslet; two grandchil-dren, Ashley (John) Allbrittonand Tyler (Kara) Hoke; threegreat-grandchildren, Greyson,Camdyn, and Sawyer; one sis-ter, Marcella (Warren) Vande-venter; and many nieces andnephews.He was preceded in deathby his parents, Isaac and NoraCoslet; his wife, Shelby Coslet;and four sisters and fourbrothers.Mr. Coslet graduated fromBrocton High School in 1949and would later serve in theU.S. Army during the KoreanWar from 1952 to 1953. Onceout of the Army, he went towork for USI for almost 40years. Mr. Coslet enjoyedwatching all sports but had aspecial love for watching the St.Louis Cardinals. As his grand-

children got older and beganplaying sports themselves, heloved to be there to watch andcheer them on. In Mr. Coslet’slater life he took up golf andwas very proud of the hole-in-one that he made on a par 3.A funeral service was heldMonday, January 3, at theJoines Funeral Home (VillaGrove) with Ted Shearer offici-ating. Burial followed at the Ca-margo Cemetery. A visitationwas held prior to the service atthe funeral home.Memorial donations may bemade to the Rural Grace FoodPantry (P.O. Box 20 Murdock,IL 61941) or to the St. JudeChildren’s Hospital.

Coslet

Don HartDonald Earl Hart, Sr., 66, ofBrazil, Ind., formerly of Tus-cola, passed away at 10:40p.m., Monday, December 27,2021, at Union Hospital, TerreHaute, Ind.Funeral Services were heldMonday, January 3, at theHilligoss Shrader FuneralHome, Tuscola, with Dr. LannyFaulkner officiating. Burialwith military gravesiderites accorded was in the Tus-cola Township Cemetery. Visi-tation was held Monday at thefuneral home.Mr. Hart was born on No-vember 7, 1955, in TerreHaute, Ind., the son of Earl andBetty Keep Hart. He marriedSharon Taylor on September20, 1975, in Terre Haute. Shepreceded him in death on May16, 2019. He married SharonZabel Petersen on August 21,2021, in Brazil, Ind. She sur-vives.Also surviving are his chil-dren, LaDonna (Geoff) Saul ofCloverdale, Ind., Travis (Merry)Skinner of Fernandina Beach,Fla., and Krista (Albert) Brownof Tuscola; daughter-in-law,Katy Patient of Atwood; 14grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren; step-children,Kris Blakey of Horse Cave, Ky.,

Jennifer Logsdon (Brad Rus-sell) of Glasgow, Ky., BrandonBlakey of Glasgow, Ky., Macayla(Jacob) Ford of Jacksonville,N.C., Trenton Ballard (MakaylaMiller) of Charlotte, N.C.He was preceded in deathby his parents; son, DJ Hart;grandsons, Christopher Scottand Jeffrey Saul, Jr.; sisters,Linda Cooksey and Ruth Lowe.Mr. Hart worked as a truckdriver for Liquid Transport be-fore his retirement. He was aU.S. Army Veteran. He enjoyedcamping, boating, hunting andfishing.Online condolences may beshared via hilligossshraderfh.com.

Hart

Denny ObrechtDenny Burlin Obrecht, 74, ofTuscola, passed away at hishome surrounded by familymembers on Saturday, January1, 2022.Funeral Services will beheld at 10:30 a.m., Friday, Jan-uary 7, at the Three HierarchsGreek Orthodox Church, 2010Three Hierarchs Court, Cham-paign, with the Rev. FatherMichael Condos officiating.Burial will follow at the Tus-cola Township Cemetery withmilitary graveside rites.Visitation will be held from5 to 7 p.m., Thursday, January6, at the Hilligoss Shrader Fu-neral Home, 705 South MainStreet, Tuscola. Please followCOVID protocols.Mr. Obrecht was born onMarch 31, 1947, in Detroit,

Mich., the son of Burlin C. andFrances V. (Lemny) Obrecht.He married Susan E. Vaughn onApril 27, 1974, in Chicago. Shesurvives.Also surviving are hisdaughters, Angela (Dan)Bronke of Nashville (Illinois),Crystal (Bryan) Bourcier of Ft.Wayne, Ind., and Bonnie(Edwin) Fernandez of Aurora,Colo.; grandchildren,Josephine, Johnathan andJacob Bronke, Caillat andCullen Bourcier, Ellasandra andEzra Fernandez; brother, Greg(Beverly) Obrecht of Tuscola;aunts, Sandra Gerth of Tuscola,and Mary Goddard of Mel-bourne, Fla.He was preceded in deathby his parents.Mr. Obrecht was a devoutlifelong member of the Three
Hierarchs Greek OrthodoxChurch in Champaign.He graduated from TuscolaCommunity High School in

1965. He earned an associatedegree in Dental Technologyfrom SIU-Carbondale in 1973.Mr. Obrecht owned and op-erated Obrecht Dental Lab inTuscola until his retirement in2008.He served his country in theU.S. Army during the VietnamWar.Mr. Obrecht was a memberof the Elks Club and TuscolaMoose Lodge.He loved vintage cars, espe-cially corvettes and was amember of the Coles CountyCorvette Club. He loved spend-ing time on his boat.Memorials are suggested tothe American Cancer Societyor Three Hierarchs Church.Online condolences may beshared via hilligossshraderfh.com.

Obrecht

Joyce KauffmanJoyce Gayle Kauffman, 64, ofArthur, passed away at 6:21p.m. on Friday, December 31,2021, at Sarah Bush LincolnHealth Center in Mattoon.There was a private familygraveside service at JonathanCreek Cemetery on Tuesday,January 4. The Rev. Tim Hen-derson officiated. The EdwardsFuneral Home assisted witharrangements.Mrs. Kauffman was born onSeptember 4, 1957, in Tuscola.She was the daughter ofClarence Allen and Edith Caro-line (Williams) White. She wasa graduate of Villa Grove HighSchool in 1975. Mrs. Kauffmanmarried Elva “Pete” Kauffmanon July 1, 1977, in Villa Grove.She was a member of theJonathan Creek ChristianChurch in Sullivan. She and herhusband Elva spent manyyears traveling together as partof their transportation busi-ness.Mrs. Kauffman leaves be-hind her husband, Elva “Pete”Kauffman; siblings, Jesse(Nancy) White of Camargo, Di-anne (Glen) Workman of Ingra-ham, and Debbie Sharp ofIngraham; brothers-in-law,Dale (Louise) Kauffman andPaul (Fern) Kauffman; and sev-

eral nieces and nephews.She was preceded in deathby her parents; her in-laws,Levi and Mary Kauffman;brother, Jeffrey Kauffman;nephew, Wendall Kauffman;and her grandparents.Mrs. Kauffman took pride incollecting genealogy for herfamily. She was an active mem-ber of her church and commu-nity.Mrs. Kauffman was thebackbone of her family and willbe greatly missed.Memorials may be made tothe Jonathan Creek Church inMrs. Kauffman’s name.

Kauffman

Joyce Miller
HancockJoyce Miller Hancock, 87, ofArcola, passed away at 7:30p.m. on Saturday, December25, 2021, at Carriage Crossingin Arcola.Funeral services were heldThursday, December 30, 2021,at the Edwards Funeral Home,Arcola. Pastor Brent Budd offi-ciated. Burial was in the ArcolaCemetery. Visitation wasWednesday, December 29,2021, at the funeral home.Mrs. Miller Hancock wasborn on April 11, 1934, in Ar-cola. She was a daughter ofPerry Ward and Florence (Gar-ber) Ghere. She married Don-ald G. Miller in Tuscola on June15, 1954; he passed away onOctober 7, 1997. She later mar-ried Byford P. Hancock on Oc-tober 1, 2000; he passed awayon October 7, 2015.She is survived by one son,Daryl Miller and his wife Dianaof Arcola; one daughter, PamHarter and her husband Toddof Napa, Calif.; four grandchil-dren, Trish Miller of Clare-mont, Calif., Joshua and JeromyKnaus of Effingham, and Jor-dan Miller of Arcola; five great-grandchildren; and onebrother-in-law, Robert VanCleave of Tuscola.

She was preceded in deathby her parents; two husbands;six siblings, Harold Ghere, BobGhere, Carl Ghere, EvelynSwisher, Margaret Van Cleave,and Sadie Ethel Goulden.Mrs. Miller Hancock was amember of the First ChristianChurch of Arcola and the Ar-cola Lions Club.Mrs. Miller Hancock was anAvon lady for many years. Sheenjoyed delivering meals onwheels and loved playing cardswith her family and friends.Memorials may be made tothe Arcola First ChristianChurch or the Arcola LionsClub.

Miller Hancock

Bettie BirdBettie Lou (Cruzan) Bird, 88,of Tuscola, passed away peace-fully at 9:30 a.m., Thursday, De-cember 23, 2021, at St. Mary’sHospital, Decatur.Funeral Services were heldWednesday, December 29, 2021,at the Hilligoss Shrader FuneralHome, Tuscola, with the Rev.Terri Haas officiating. Burial wasin the Tuscola Township Ceme-tery. Visitation was held prior tothe service at the funeral home.Mrs. Bird was born on July 13,1933, in Tuscola, the daughter ofHarmon and Annabel RideoutCruzan. She married Paul Birdon March 19, 1955, in Tuscola.He preceded her in death on Jan-uary 12, 2012.Mrs. Bird is survived by her

son, Bruce Bird and wife Karrieof Mt. Zion; daughter, Laura BirdSmith and husband Gordo ofLongmeadow, Mass.; four grand-children, Justin Bird, ElizabethBird, McKelvie Smith and KyleeSmith; and her beloved specialcompanion, Dean Crider of St.Joseph.She was preceded in death byher husband, Paul Bird; her par-ents; and her sister, Lois Adams.Mrs. Bird graduated fromTCHS in 1951 and from St.Luke’s Hospital School of Nurs-ing in Chicago in 1954. Sheworked as a pediatric nurse inColorado until she and Paulstarted their family; she thenstayed home to raise the chil-dren. She returned to work inthe early 1980s at First FederalBank of Tuscola, where she worked for 20 years, retiring asBranch Manager in 2001.Spoiling her grandchildren,

raising African violets, traveling,playing dominoes and cards, so-cializing at morning coffee gath-erings, and taking drives oncountry roads were some of herfavorite pastimes. She was alongtime member and officer ofthe Margaret Scott African VioletSociety, and she was an originalmember of the Happy KeenagerKitchen Band. She was a mem-ber of the Tuscola UnitedMethodist Church.Memorials are suggested toDream Catchers of MaconCounty, c/o Judi Sturgell, 1163Buckeye Lane, Decatur, IL 62521.Online condolences may beshared via hilligossshraderfh.com.
Bird




