
By Daniel L. ChamnessThe Champ is Here! Or inthis case, the Champs are here!The Tuscola Lady Warriorscould easily be chanting that atthis point. Not only did the wintheir Central Illinois Confer-ence Tournament quarterfinalgame, with relative ease, theythen advanced to the semi-finaland vanquished Shelbyville, inthe tournament final, theyquite simply avenged an earlierloss, beating the top seed, Clin-ton 50-38. Tuscola, who notonly hosted, but entered thetournament as the number twoseed. Tuscola is 18-7 on theyear. They are 4-1 in the Cen-tral Illinois Conference,"We wanted to finish thisand win this one," said Maddie

Stahler, a Tuscola senior."When they beat us here, thatput some fire in our gut forsure. We got embarrassed lasttime and we wanted to preventthat from happening. Defen-sively, we wanted to step upand not foul. When we wereleading by 15 points after onehalf, it set them back on theirheels a bit."The Warriors, who led onlyby three points, 15-12, at theend of the first stanza, hadopened up a 14-point lead byhalftime. The Maroons did notscore one bucket in the secondquarter and instead they werelimited to just four free throws.Izzy Wilcox started the scoringin the second quarter with apair of charity tosses. That was

followed by a turn-around-jumper by Sydney Moss with5:37 to play in the first half.The sophomore post playergrabbed a rebound and set itskyward to score on a one-footer.With a three pointer fromthe left wing by Taylor Mus-grave at the 4;55 mark, theWarriors had a 10-point, 22-12lead. The Maroons had beenheld scoreless in the quarterup to that point. Midwaythrough the quarter, Clintongot a free throw from CandyceEvans and another from HeidiHumble. The other two werescored later in the period byKaitlyn Rauch.By halftime, the Lady War-riors held a 31-16 lead. HarleyWoodard scored twice early inthe third quarter, both wereregulation buckets. A thirdbucket was scored early bysenior Sophie Kremitzki andthe Tuscola scoring was com-pleted at the 1:08 mark whenjunior guard Ella Boyer, whodrained a three-pointer fromthe left corner.

The Maroons won the thirdand fourth quarter battles, butit was not enough to win thewar. They would close the leadto within single digits twice,once when Rauch nailed a pairof free throws and once whenHumble had a steal and layup.The cutting the lead to eightpoints on two occasions was asclose as the Maroons wouldget. When the the lead was cutto single digits, eight points inboth cases, the Lady Warriorsimmediately responded andput it back in double figures. Amere 20 seconds after the leadwas cut to 42-34, Ella Boyernailed both of her free throwsto increase the lead back to 10points. Kremitzki hit a pair offree throws at the 2:50 mark toput the Warriors ahead by dou-ble digits for good."Defense was responsiblefor the win tonight,' saidMichael Rosenbaum, who wasfilling in as head coach. "Thiswas a huge win for us tonight.We lost to Clinton earlier in theyear. When we lost to them itwas a bit of a wake up call. We

had "A Come To Jesus Meeting"and knew we could not getbeat like that by them again.We knew it was inevitable thatwe would play them again,weather it be in the CIC Tour-nament or the Holiday Hoopla.Harley played the absolutebest game of her careertonight. A big shout out andthank you to her."Woodard led the Warriorswith 14 points. She drained sixfield goals and hit both freethrow opportunities. The jun-ior was joined in double fig-ures by fellow junior Ella Boyer(12 points) and Kremitzki (11points). Boyer drained a pair oftreys and hit one regulationbucket. Boyer was perfect fromthe free throw line, nailing allfour opportunities. Kremitzkiwas even better from the char-ity stripe as she hit 7-of-7. Shealso had two field goals.The scoring for the Warriorswas rounded out by Wilcox,who scored all six of her pointsfrom the charity stripe. Mus-grave finished with threepoints, while Maddie Stahler

and Moss had two each. For therecord, the Warriors netted 21-of-22 free throw opportunities."We hit the charity stripeexceptionally hard this week,"said Rosenbaum. "The girls re-ally bought in to it. We talkedabout clearing your mind andfocusing when you are at thefree throw line. It certainlypaid off in a big way,"Rauch scored 11 points tolead Clinton. Mallory Cyrulikwas also in double figures forthe Maroons, scoring 10points."We beat them pretty hand-ily six weeks ago," said Clintonmentor Josh Williams, "It istough to beat them two timesin a year and in addition, theyhave that "championship expe-rience". They have been in fiveof the six title games. Theywere fired up a little bit and re-ally wanted to win this verybadly. Worse than we did. Theygot us in foul trouble and itforced us not only to makesome adjustments, but weplayed more conservativelyand more timid."
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harley Woodard WorkS her way around a Clinton de-
fender on thursday night. the Warriors, under the guidance
of Michael rosenbaum, the assistant coach, defeated Merid-
ian, Shelbyville and finally, Clinton to win the CiC tourna-
ment. Photo by Daniel L. Chamness.

tuSCola Senior Maddie Stahler decides what to do
with the ball in thursday night's game against the Clinton
Maroons. looking on are one of the three referees and tus-
cola assistant coach Michael rosenbaum. Photo by Daniel L.
Chamness.

Maddie Stahler and taylor Musgrave celebrate while
raising the Central illinois Conference Championship trophy
over their heads. the two helped tuscola top Clinton to win
the title. Photo by Daniel L. Chamness.

Lady Warriors win CIC tourney




