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State, opponents urge court ruling
on school mandate despite JCAR vote

Thursday afternoons on Facebook
www.facebook.com/TuscolaReviewFor Reservations Call 1-800-543-1770. Tuscola number: (217) 253-2278.Skim milk and desserts with no sugar added are available in many locations.Ask the Site Supervisor for information.Sometimes we need to substitute on our menus. We still guarantee a nutritious meal.The Peace Meal Senior Nutrition Program suggests a donation of $3.50 for each congregate and home delivered meal. Noolder person shall be denied a meal because of their inability to contribute towards the cost of the meal.We accept the Illinois Link Card. ADVERTISING DEADLINE FRIDAY, 5 P.M.
publisher@tuscolareview.com

Peace Meal
February
& March

CITY OF TUSCOLA
SWIMMING POOL SUMMER HELPThe City of Tuscola is accepting applicationsfor the followingseasonal swimming pool positions:Certified LifeguardSwimming Pool CashierSwimming Pool ManagerEOE.Applications are available at

Tuscola City Hall
214 N. Main St.

Or on the internet at www.tuscola.orgSubmit Applications not later than March 18, 2022 to:Tuscola City Administrator, 214 N. Main, Tuscola, IL61953, or e-mail to: info@tuscola.org
CITY OF TUSCOLA

STREET DEPARTMENTThe City of Tuscola is accepting applications and/or re-sumes for employment in the City Street Department. Thisfull-time position involves street repairs, maintenance andcleaning, sidewalk construction, general facilities mainte-nance, and snow removal. Duties may include equipmentoperation, excavation and underground utility repairs,meter reading, and various manual labor tasks. Successfulapplicant will be familiar with equipment operation andconstruction techniques. High School diploma or generalequivalency diploma and valid driver’s license required.Starting hourly wage dependent on qualifications, with gen-erous benefits package. EOE. Send application and/or re-sume not later than March 18, 2022 to:
City Administrator

City of Tuscola
214 N. Main St.

Tuscola, IL 61953
Or e-mail to: info@tuscola.org

FARM BUREAU ANNUAL MEETING
OFFICIAL NOTICE is hereby given that the Annual Meetingof the Douglas County Farm Bureau will be held on Tuesday,March 15, 2022 beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the DouglasCounty Farm Bureau, Tuscola, Illinois for the purpose ofhearing reports from officers and employees and electingDistrict Directors from District 1, 2 and 3, and conductingany other business which may properly come before themeeting. Jeffrey Young, SecretaryDouglas County Farm Bureau

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED MISC

NOTICE

PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

phancock@capitolnewsillinois.comSPRINGFIELD – The ques-tion of whether K-12 schools inIllinois can continue to enforcemask mandates and otherCOVID-19 mitigations re-mained unclear Wednesday asall three branches of state gov-ernment tried to grapple withit. Gov. JB Pritzker saidWednesday that his executiveorder requiring those meas-ures remains in place, at leastin districts not named in apending lawsuit even though alegislative panel voted Tuesdaynot to renew a set of emer-gency rules that were meant toimplement that executiveorder.Meanwhile, the 4th DistrictCourt of Appeals in Springfieldasked attorneys in the lawsuitto explain how the vote by theJoint Committee on Adminis-trative Rules affects that law-suit and whether the court stillneeds to review a temporaryrestraining order pertaining to

the mandates.That order was issued by aSangamon County judge ear-lier in the month, blocking en-forcement of the mandates inthe roughly 170 school dis-tricts involved in the case.“As I've said, the ruling bythe Sangamon County judgecreated an enormous amountof confusion, which is whywe've asked the appellatecourt to move quickly to re-spond,” Pritzker said at a newsconference Wednesday. “Theexecutive order requiringmasks is still in place. Schooldistricts that aren't part of thelawsuit should follow the exec-utive order.”At the center of the confu-sion are a set of lawsuits filedby parents and students inabout 170 school districtsacross the state challengingthe mitigation mandates.Beginning last fall, Pritzkerissued a series of executive or-ders requiring face masks to beworn in school buildings, thatschool staff be fully vaccinatedor submit to regular testing,

and that schools exclude fromtheir buildings any student oremployee who had a con-firmed or probable case ofCOVID-19 or who had been inclose contact with someoneelse with a confirmed or prob-able case.In addition, the Illinois De-partment of Public Health is-sued a set of emergency rulesto implement that executiveorder.The cases were eventuallyconsolidated and assigned tothe Sangamon County CircuitCourt where, on Feb. 4, JudgeRaylene Grischow granted theplaintiffs’ request for a tempo-rary restraining order blockingenforcement of the mandatesuntil the case is decided on itsmerits. That decision is now onappeal before the 4th DistrictCourt of Appeals.Currently, the restrainingorder applies only to the dis-tricts named in the lawsuits.The emergency rules thatIDPH issued last fall expired onSunday, Feb. 13. As a result, theagency reissued those rules on

Monday. But the General As-sembly’s Joint Committee onAdministrative Rules votedTuesday to object and suspendthose rules, citing the tempo-rary restraining order and theconfusion over which schoolsystems the rules would applyto. A legislative panel on Tues-day voted to suspend the latestversion of COVID-19 mitiga-tions for public schools, sayingin part that those rules are stillbeing litigated in a state appel-late court.The Joint Committee on Ad-ministrative rules voted 9-0,with two members voting“present,” to object to the rulesand suspend them from goinginto effect.The Illinois Department ofPublic Health filed the emer-gency rules late Monday, re-newing the emergency rules ithad filed in September. TheSeptember rules officially ex-pired on Sunday, Feb. 13, be-cause emergency rules cannotstay in place more than 150days.

Later Tuesday, the 4th Dis-trict Court of Appeals issued anorder directing attorneys inthe cases to explain how theJCAR vote affected the appeal.On Wednesday, attorneyson both sides indicated thatthe appeal should go forward.“Because JCAR’s action re-lated only to the IDPH renewedEmergency Rule, it does not af-fect the (executive orders),” At-torney General Kwame Raoul’soffice wrote in its brief. “Thevalidity, legality, and enforce-ability of the EOs continues topresent a live case or contro-versy.”William Gerber, an attorneyfor the plaintiffs, made a simi-lar argument, that JCAR’s deci-sion only affected theemergency rules, not the un-derlying executive orders,which schools continue to relyon to enforce the mitigationmandates.“The JCAR ruling was onlydirected at the IDPH and didnot appear to be directedspecifically at local schools,” hewrote. “As such, under an

abuse of discretion analysis,the appellate court may stillanswer the question ofwhether plaintiffs had shown alikelihood of success that localschool districts lacked author-ity to mandate masking, test-ing, and vaccinations becausethe (Illinois Department ofPublic Health Act), rather thanthe Illinois School Code, ap-plied to the issues at hand.”
Rose statementState Senator Chapin Rose(R-Mahomet) released the fol-lowing statement after JCARvoted down Pritzker’s newmask mandate for K-12schools:“After today’s defeat at thehands of his own Democraticparty, I hope Governor Pritzkerfinally gets the message that heneeds to lay off kids and fami-lies.”
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