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State, opponents urge court ruling
on school mandate despite JCAR vote

PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD - The ques-
tion of whether K-12 schools in
[llinois can continue to enforce
mask mandates and other
COVID-19 mitigations re-
mained unclear Wednesday as
all three branches of state gov-
ernment tried to grapple with
it.

Gov. JB Pritzker said
Wednesday that his executive
order requiring those meas-
ures remains in place, at least
in districts not named in a
pending lawsuit even though a
legislative panel voted Tuesday
not to renew a set of emer-
gency rules that were meant to
implement that executive
order.

Meanwhile, the 4th District
Court of Appeals in Springfield
asked attorneys in the lawsuit
to explain how the vote by the
Joint Committee on Adminis-
trative Rules affects that law-
suit and whether the court still
needs to review a temporary
restraining order pertaining to

the mandates.

That order was issued by a
Sangamon County judge ear-
lier in the month, blocking en-
forcement of the mandates in
the roughly 170 school dis-
tricts involved in the case.

“As I've said, the ruling by
the Sangamon County judge
created an enormous amount
of confusion, which is why
we've asked the appellate
court to move quickly to re-
spond,” Pritzker said at a news
conference Wednesday. “The
executive order requiring
masks is still in place. School
districts that aren't part of the
lawsuit should follow the exec-
utive order”

At the center of the confu-
sion are a set of lawsuits filed
by parents and students in
about 170 school districts
across the state challenging
the mitigation mandates.

Beginning last fall, Pritzker
issued a series of executive or-
ders requiring face masks to be
worn in school buildings, that
school staff be fully vaccinated
or submit to regular testing,

and that schools exclude from
their buildings any student or
employee who had a con-
firmed or probable case of
COVID-19 or who had been in
close contact with someone
else with a confirmed or prob-
able case.

In addition, the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health is-
sued a set of emergency rules
to implement that executive
order.

The cases were eventually
consolidated and assigned to
the Sangamon County Circuit
Court where, on Feb. 4, Judge
Raylene Grischow granted the
plaintiffs’ request for a tempo-
rary restraining order blocking
enforcement of the mandates
until the case is decided on its
merits. That decision is now on
appeal before the 4th District
Court of Appeals.

Currently, the restraining
order applies only to the dis-
tricts named in the lawsuits.

The emergency rules that
IDPH issued last fall expired on
Sunday, Feb. 13. As a result, the
agency reissued those rules on

Monday. But the General As-
sembly’s Joint Committee on
Administrative Rules voted
Tuesday to object and suspend
those rules, citing the tempo-
rary restraining order and the
confusion over which school
systems the rules would apply
to.

A legislative panel on Tues-
day voted to suspend the latest
version of COVID-19 mitiga-
tions for public schools, saying
in part that those rules are still
being litigated in a state appel-
late court.

The Joint Committee on Ad-
ministrative rules voted 9-0,
with two members voting
“present,” to object to the rules
and suspend them from going
into effect.

The Illinois Department of
Public Health filed the emer-
gency rules late Monday, re-
newing the emergency rules it
had filed in September. The
September rules officially ex-
pired on Sunday, Feb. 13, be-
cause emergency rules cannot
stay in place more than 150
days.

Later Tuesday, the 4th Dis-
trict Court of Appeals issued an
order directing attorneys in
the cases to explain how the
JCAR vote affected the appeal.

On Wednesday, attorneys
on both sides indicated that
the appeal should go forward.

“Because JCAR'’s action re-
lated only to the IDPH renewed
Emergency Rule, it does not af-
fect the (executive orders),” At-
torney General Kwame Raoul’s
office wrote in its brief. “The
validity, legality, and enforce-
ability of the EOs continues to
present a live case or contro-
versy.”

William Gerber, an attorney
for the plaintiffs, made a simi-
lar argument, that JCAR’s deci-
sion only affected the
emergency rules, not the un-
derlying executive orders,
which schools continue to rely
on to enforce the mitigation
mandates.

“The JCAR ruling was only
directed at the IDPH and did
not appear to be directed
specifically at local schools,” he
wrote. “As such, under an

abuse of discretion analysis,
the appellate court may still
answer the question of
whether plaintiffs had shown a
likelihood of success that local
school districts lacked author-
ity to mandate masking, test-
ing, and vaccinations because
the (Illinois Department of
Public Health Act), rather than
the Illinois School Code, ap-
plied to the issues at hand.”

Rose statement

State Senator Chapin Rose
(R-Mahomet) released the fol-
lowing statement after JCAR
voted down Pritzker’s new
mask mandate for K-12
schools:

“After today’s defeat at the
hands of his own Democratic
party, [ hope Governor Pritzker
finally gets the message that he
needs to lay off kids and fami-
lies”

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan news service covering state
government and distributed to more
than 400 newspapers statewide. It is
funded primarily by the Illinois Press

Foundation and the Robert R. Mc-
Cormick Foundation.
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SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
NEEDED

No experience hecessary, will train.
Retireeg welcome!

Call Gould Trangportation at

217-253-2232

(

or apply within at
400 5. Waghington St. Tugcola. 38
Come and be entertainhed! )

FREE POPCORN!

NOTICE

FARM BUREAU ANNUAL MEETING

OFFICIAL NOTICE is hereby given that the Annual Meeting
of the Douglas County Farm Bureau will be held on Tuesday,
March 15, 2022 beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the Douglas
County Farm Bureau, Tuscola, Illinois for the purpose of
hearing reports from officers and employees and electing
District Directors from District 1, 2 and 3, and conducting
any other business which may properly come before the
meeting.
Jeffrey Young, Secretary
Douglas County Farm Bureau
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CITY OF TUSCOLA
SWIMMING POOL SUMMER HELP

The City of Tuscola is accepting applications
for the following
seasonal swimming pool positions:

Certified Lifeguard
Swimming Pool Cashier
Swimming Pool Manager

EOE.
Applications are available at
Tuscola City Hall
214 N. Main St.

Or on the internet at www.tuscola.org
Submit Applications not later than March 18, 2022 to:
Tuscola City Administrator, 214 N. Main, Tuscola, IL
61953, or e-mail to: info@tuscola.org

ITYOFT LA
STREET DEPARTMENT

The City of Tuscola is accepting applications and/or re-
sumes for employment in the City Street Department. This
full-time position involves street repairs, maintenance and
cleaning, sidewalk construction, general facilities mainte-
nance, and snow removal. Duties may include equipment
operation, excavation and underground utility repairs,
meter reading, and various manual labor tasks. Successful
applicant will be familiar with equipment operation and
construction techniques. High School diploma or general
equivalency diploma and valid driver’s license required.
Starting hourly wage dependent on qualifications, with gen-
erous benefits package. EOE. Send application and/or re-
sume not later than March 18, 2022 to:

City Administrator
City of Tuscola
214 N. Main St.
Tuscola, IL 61953
Or e-mail to: info@tuscola.org

DOUGLAS COUNTY:
HOW HAS THE
PANDEMIC
AFFECTED YOU”?

Looking for written, oral, video submissions on
how your life, business, workplace, school,
family, health has been affected by COVID-19
for historical documentation project.

Douglas County Health Department is taking
your submissions now. For more information,
contact Colleen Lehmann at

colleen.lehmann@douglascountyil. com or call

217-253-4137 X 1229,

Public Health

Prevent. Promote. Protect.

P M I 23 _ _ 24 25 _ _
eace ea Country Fried Chicken | Baked Ham Pangasius Fish
with White Gravy Candied Sweet Potatoes | Sandwich w/condiment
F e b I"u a I"y Mashed Potatoes Brussels Sprouts Pinto Beans w/Bacon
Scandinavian Veggies Cranberry Salad California Blend
& M arc h Pineapple Roll Tangy Cole Slaw
Whole Grain Bread Bun
28 1 2 3 4
BBQ Pork Sandwich | Turkey Pot Roast Savory Sausage Stew Meatloaf Tuna Noodle Casserole
Mini Potato Bakers w/Carrots & Celery Broccoli Mashed Potatoes & Buttered Carrots
Com Creamy Cole Italian Green Beans Chunky Applesauce Brown Gravy Seasoned Peas
Slaw Pineapple Biscuit Tomatoes & Zucchini Mandarin Oranges
Bun Whole Grain Roll Surprise Dessert Apricots Roll
Whole Grain Roll

For Reservations Call 1-800-543-1770. Tuscola number: (217) 253-2278.
Skim milk and desserts with no sugar added are available in many locations.

Ask the Site Supervisor for information.

Sometimes we need to substitute on our menus. We still guarantee a nutritious meal.
The Peace Meal Senior Nutrition Program suggests a donation of $3.50 for each congregate and home delivered meal. No
older person shall be denied a meal because of their inability to contribute towards the cost of the meal.

We accept the Illinois Link Card.
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Yesterday & Tomorrow
Tuscola Review Podcast
Hosts Mike Carroll, Bill Englehard & David Porter
Thursday afternoons on Facebook
www.facebook.com/TuscolaReview

ADVERTISING DEADLINE FRIDAY, 5 P.M.

publisher@tuscolareview.com






