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Douglas County Court News

TRAFFIC CITATIONS
Ryan W. Aper, 28, Chatham, reg-

istration expired.
Kyle Beck, 23, Newman, speed-

ing 21-25 MPH over limit.
Geovanni De La Cruz Garcia, 33,

Indianapolis, Ind., unlicensed, oper-
ating an uninsured vehicle, speeding
15-20 MPH over limit and child re-
straint violation/child under 8.

Jason N. Earl, 40, Atwood,
speeding 21-25 MPH over limit.

Tomi M. News, 57, Sullivan, fail-
ure to reduce speed.

Olivia T. Sgaman, 19, Marshall,
speeding 21-25 MPH over limit.

Lindsay R. Weiss, 18, Mahomet,
speeding 21-25 MPH over limit.

Alam E.Garza, 27, Newman, op-
erating an uninsured vehicle.

Mark B. Helmuth, 46, Newman,
operating an uninsured vehicle.

Casey R. Kallembach, 24, Ca-
margo, operating an uninsured vehi-
cle.

Naaman D. Lambert, 43, Peso-
tum, operating an uninsured vehicle.

Michael A. Mantels, 21, Newman,
operating an uninsured vehicle.

Porfirio Castillo, 32, Dallas,
Texas, speeding 21-25 MPH over
limit.

Steve G. Hargis, 70, Arcola, failed
right-of-way/t-intersecton.

Michael Lyn Robinson, 32,
Charleston, no window treatment ad-
jacent/driver.

Stephaie Ellen Venis, 34, Tus-
cola, speeding 15-20 MPH over limit.

Austin Shaw, 27, Arcola, operat-
ing an uninsured vehicle.

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Sidney E. Mast, 22, Tuscola,

charged with a Class 3 felony for al-
leged unlawful use of weapons by

felons and a Class 3 felony for al-
leged possession of firearm without
FOID.

Leon G. Helka, 58, San
Antonio,Texas, charged with a Class
4 felony for alleged aggravated un-
lawful use of a weapon and a Class
3 felony for alleged possession of
firearm without FOID.

Timothy C. Barnett, 52, Fairfield,
charged with a Class 4 felony for al-
leged driving while driver’s license
revoked.

CRIMINAL JUDGMENT
Jeffery T. Smiley, Arcola, pleaded

guilty to theft. Fined $200.

REAL ESTATE
Bradley Nall granted a power of

attorney to Kourtney Marie Gosnell
for Meadowview Sub. Tuscola, Lot
106.

Champaign Investment LLC
granted a warranty deed to Bradley
All for Meadowview Sub. Tuscola,
Lot 106.

Bradley Nall granted a mortgage
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems Inc., Mortgage Research
Center LLC and Veterans United
Home Loans for Sec. 2, Twp. 15,
Range 8, Govt. Lot NW; Mead-
owview Sub. Tuscola, Lot 106.

Kristen Nicole Rocke and Kristen
Nicole Thompson granted a warranty
deed to Phillip Wayne Gingerich and
Viola R. Gingerich for OT Arthur,
Block 21, Lot 2.

Phillip Wayne Gingerich and
Viola R. Gingerich granted a mort-
gage to The Peoples State Bank of
Newton for OT Arthur, Block 21, Lot
2.

Kelly L. Headrick granted a mort-
gage to First Mid Bank & Trust NA for

Sec. 12, Twp. 15, Range 7, Govt. Lot
SE SE; Sec. 12, Twp. 15, Range 7,
Govt. Lot SW SE; Sec. 12, Twp. 15,
Range 7, Govt. Lot NW SE; Sec. 13,
Twp. 15, Range 7, Govt. Lot NW.

Amy Fifield and Corey Fifield
granted a mortgage to First Mid Bank
& Trust National Association for
Prairie Meadow Sub Arcola - Phase
2, Lot 29.

Austin A. Apgar granted a modifi-
cation of mtg. to Bankchampaign NA
for Sec. 13, Twp. 16, Range 8, Govt.
Lot SE, Tuscola.

Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems Inc. and Quicken Loans Inc.
granted a release mortgage to Wes-
ley A. Goad and Angela A. Smith for
OT Tuscola, Block 42, Lots 8 & 9.

Nolan Charles granted a memo
of judgment to Portfolio Recovery As-
sociates LLC for 380 W. Main St., Ar-
cola.

Fatima Aileen Pollock and Mark
Allen Pollock granted a quitclaim
deed to Fatima Aileen Pollock and
Mark Allen Pollock for OT Tuscola,
Block 52, Lot 9.

Fisher National Bank granted a
satisfaction of mortgage to Crystal
Hahnstadt and Peter Hahnstadt for
Winston’s Addn. Tuscola, Block 17,
Lot 2.

Tuscola National Bank granted a
release mortgage to Beverly A. Wet-
zel and Steven H. Wetzel for Sec.
27, Two. 16, Range 8, Govt. Lot NE,
Tuscola.

First Neighbor Bank National As-
sociation granted a modification of
mtg. to Heather Walker for Morning-
side 1st Sub. Arthur, Lots 117 & 118.

Attorney General granted a re-
lease state tax lien to Mary Sue Eil-
rich for Sec. 19, Twp. 16, Range 8,
Govt. Lot SW; Sec. 14, Two. 16,

Range 7, Govt. Lot NW NE.
First State Bank granted a re-

lease mortgage to Joseph J. Kauff-
man for Sec. 14, Twp. 15, Range 7,
Govt. Lot SE NE, Tuscola.

First State Bank granted a re-
lease mortgage to Brett Garrett and
Dakota Little for Mathers’ NE Addn.
Tuscola, Block 19, Lot 23.

First State Bank granted a re-
lease mortgage to Susan E. Ad-
kisson for Southward Square
Tuscola, Lot 5.

First State Bank granted a re-
lease mortgage to Heidi Reiff
Wenger and Jeffrey L. Wenger for
Romine Addn. Atwood, Lot 12.

Sherilyn Douglas and Steven L.
Douglas granted a loan modification
and ex. agreement to Villa Grove
State Bank for Sec. 4, Twp. 16,
Range 9, Govt. Lot NE.

Geronimo Picazo granted a mort-
gage to Lakeview community Capital
LLC and Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems Inc. for Wamsley &
Cannon’s Addn. Tuscola, Block 12,
Lots 3 & 4.

The Gifford State Bank granted a
satisfaction of mortgage to
Stephanie L. Turner and Timothy J.
Turner for Sec. 28, Twp. 16, Range
14, Govt. Lot NE NW, Newman.

Villa Grove State Bank granted a
release mortgage to Hannah M.
Simpson and Rhett M. Simpson for
Plum Grove Sub. Camargo, Lots 40
& 41.

Sue B. Yerxa granted an ease-
ment to Ameren Illinois and Ameren
Illinois Company for Sec. 29, Twp.
16, Range 10, Govt. Lot NW SW.

Charles A. Bretz, trustee, Bretz
Family Trust and Many L. Bretz,
trustee, granted an easement to
Ameren Illinois and Ameren Illinois

Company for Sec. 30, Twp. 16,
Range 10, Govt. Lot NE SE.

Sandra C. Bragg, trustee,
Stephen Bragg, trustee, and SB
Trust granted an easement to
Ameren Illinois and Ameren Illinois
Company for Sec. 28, Twp. 16,
Range 9.

Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development granted a release
mortgage to Olga Cisneros and Sa-
lomon Medina for Arco Acres 1st Ar-
cola, Block 5, Lot 14.

Green Lincoln Partners LLC
granted a loan mod. and ex. agree.
to The Prudential Insurance Com-
pany of America for Sec. 1, Twp. 15,
Range 7, Govt. Lot NE; Sec. 6, Twp.
15, Range 8.

John Edward Wilson Sr. granted
a corrective warranty deed to
Michael A. Blottiaux for Enterprise
Sub. Tuscola of Blocks 15, 16, & 17
of Mather’s NE Addn., Block 5, Lot
15.

Clint James Cleland granted an
affidavit to Illinois Housing Develop-
ment Authority.

Peggy S. Dundas, Deborah E.
Follett, Reba McCarty, Steven R. Mc-
Carty and Sheryl L. Reeder granted
a warranty deed to Rory Lamkin for
Meadowview Sub. Tuscola, Lot 31.

Theresa Quednau granted a war-
ranty deed to Clayton Knierim for
Shaw’s Addn. Newman, Block 2, Lot
5.

City of Arcola granted a release
to Paris Machine Company for OT
Okaw, Block 2, Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
7, 8, 9 & 10.

Alexandria Stewart and Kyle
Stewart granted a quitclaim deed to
Raymond B. Miller for North Ward
Square Estates, Lots 12 & 13.

Jennifer Dillon and Mark Dillon

granted a mortgage to Longview
Bank for George White’s 1st Addn.
Newman, Block 2.

Jennifer Dillon and Mark Dillon
grained and assignment to Longview
Bank for George White’s 1st Addn.
Newman, Block 2.

Longview Bank granted a release
mortgage to Mark A. Dillon for
George White’s 1st Addn. Newman,
Block 2.

University of Illinois Community
Credit Union granted a release mort-
gage to Hannah M. Simpson and
Rhett M. Simpson for Plum Grove
Sub. Camargo, Lots 40 & 41.

Jacob A. Miller and Verna V.
Miller granted a warranty deed to An-
drew J. Herschberger and Laverna
M. Herschberger for Sec. 29, Twp.
15, Range 7, Govt. Lot NW.

Rocky Lane Woodworking,
Rosanna O. Schrock , Willard R.
Schrock and Willard Ray Schrock
granted a lis pendent to Old National
Bank for Sec. 31, Twp. 15, Range 7,
Govt. Lot SW SE.

Justin D. Keown granted a modi-
fication of mtg. to Flat Branch Mort-
gage Inc. for OT Tuscola, Block 32,
Lots 12 & 13.

Think Mutual Bank granted a sat-
isfaction of mortgage to Bhavna
Patel and Sanjay Patel for Sec. 27,
Twp. 16, Range 8, Govt. Lot NW;
Iron Horse Sub. Tuscola, Lot 101.

Eleanor R. Hobbs granted a war-
ranty deed to Kristen A. Rideout, Jay
D. Russell, Ken N. Russell and
Nancy J. Russell for Finney and Wal-
lace, Block 6, Lot 6.

Illinois National Bank and INB
National Association granted a re-
lease mortgage to Heather A. O’Con-
nor and Patrick O’Connor for Gross’
5th Addn. Atwood, Lot 3.

Welcome Home Project in De-catur, they will soon be work-ing at MasterBrand in Arthuralong with five Afghans livingin Atwood. They are assistedby Ilene Henderson, a U.S. staffsergeant who fought along thesame roads that they did inAfghanistan. Henderson her-self had a $150,000 bounty onher head but only if capturedalive.The men are now refugeeshaving fled on one of the lastflights out of Afghanistan lastsummer. They spent time in re-location camps, arriving withnothing but the clothes theywere wearing. They left theirwives, children and posses-sions behind. It was survival,not a choice.“We had to leave,” saidHimat through an interpreter,Zahid, who communicated byphone from Afghanistan. “Weknew they wouldn’t leave usalive,” Himat said.The men were working assecurity forces. “Promisesstarted to collapse,” Himat said.“We were shocked not know-ing what was going on. The Tal-iban was taking over theprovince where we were work-ing. We had to come to the U.S.”

Himat said he first flew toGermany and then to a camp inTexas. He said there were re-ally good people at the camp,and the evacuees had access tohealthcare, laundry and food,although the food was notwhat he was accustomed to. Hesaid the evacuees were welltaken care of. “People here arereally hospitable.”While the men are gettingsettled here, their families faceextraordinary obstacles. Theymove from place to place con-stantly to avoid capture by theTaliban.Zahid said, “Don’t tell thembecause it would upset them,but their homes have beenlooted.” He said the Taliban issearching for their families andhave stolen their cars, furni-ture, jewelry and other valu-ables.Rohid, another one of theevacuees, said they are able totalk to their families but thatthey would not be safe if theydid not keep moving. “They arenot in the same place all thetime. If they didn’t get out, theywould face lots of problems orbe killed. … [the Taliban]wouldn’t let our families live inpeace.The Taliban cannot betrusted, Rohid said. “Whateverthe Taliban says, they promise

one thing but don’t take re-sponsibility.”Zahid echoed the commentsaying that a lot of people havegone missing. Everyone knowsthey were killed by the Taliban,but the Taliban will not ac-knowledge it. They say theywill investigate missing per-sons but weeks go by with noupdates. He said he lives underhouse arrest.If the government therewere to change and the Talibanwas out, Rohid said he’d be onthe next plane back. But as longas the Taliban is in charge, “I’mnot able to go there,” he said.The men said they’re awarethat there is an anti-Muslimbias in America but they havenot experienced that in Dou-glas County. Akram said he sawa video where a woman calledthe police because the men hadwalked past her shop and shedidn’t know who they wereand wondered if they could beterrorists.“I’d like people to know weare people who fought againstthe Taliban,” he said. “We’vebeen screened many times.Much more than Americanswould be.” He said most of themen here “fought should-to-shoulder with Americans foralmost 20 years.”Henderson said she spent a

year in southeast Afghanistanworking alongside the Pashtuntribe. “There are no other peo-ple as honorable, respectfuland dedicated as the Afghanpeople, especially the Pash-tuns,” she said.“You shouldn’t judge allMuslims because of some,”Rohid said. “Not every Muslimis a terrorist. … So far, peoplehave been really nice,” he con-tinued. “I’ve not heard any-thing bad.”He praised the U.S. justicesystem. “It’s not like othercountries. There are rules andregulations and law enforce-ment. I can call the police [ifthere is a problem].”Yes, they are Muslim, hesaid. “We helped the U.S.There’s a big difference. Thefive fingers on one hand arenot equal to the other one.”He also expressed apprecia-tion for America’s freedom ofspeech. “I cannot close some-one’s mouth. They have free-dom of speech,” he said. But ifsomeone did try to starttroube, “We know how to han-dle it,” he said.The men were a little takenaback to see Amish buggiespulled by horses, but they viewit as a positive sign of Amer-ica’s diversity. “It gives us lotsof hope,” Rohid said. “We wantto live the way we want to live,and they want to keep theirculture. We want them to fol-low their culture. You can livethe way you want to. … We’rereally happy about that.”The weather and the land-scape have big changes for themen, too. Bawary, another ofthe evacuees, said he has “noproblem with the weather.” Hesaid it’s really hot in the sum-

mer where he’s from but “weconducted missions in reallycold areas. We will adapt withthe weather.”Where they are from alsohad mountains, jungles and alot of trees. That’s somethingthey miss. The infrastructure ismuch different, too.The men spend their dayschatting with each other talk-ing about the past and the fu-ture. They have been outshopping and said they’re ableto communicate with theirhands. They know a handful ofEnglish words. Hendersonnoted that they understandmore English than they’re ableto speak, so if someone thinkshe can talk behind their backswithout their understanding,they may be surprised.They trained with U.S.forces and worked with Amer-icans in Afghanistan, so theyunderstand more than they’recomfortable speaking, she said.Zahid commented that inlearning a new language, peo-ple tend to learn the “badwords” first. He chuckled thatAfghans know what the “F-word” is but they take it liter-ally. When they hear it used asa superlative, they get embar-rassed because they think of itas the American word for sex.The men praised the workof the Afghan Welcome HomeProject and their new neigh-bors in Douglas County. Peoplehave been generous and wel-coming, they said. “We lovethem.”Rohid asked that peoplecontinue to help so more evac-uees can start their new livesin America. He acknowledgedthat it takes a lot of peopleworking together to make relo-

cation possible. “We have asaying in Afghanistan: you can-not clap with one hand,” hesaid. “They cannot do anythingby themselves.”Henderson said the menneed people from the commu-nity to help them with shop-ping including buying themgroceries and clothes. All of themen are legal to work in theU.S., she said, and they are will-ing to take on odd jobs. Evenafter they start working atMasterBrand, they are inter-ested in working weekendsaround the community. Theywant to be able to supportthemselves and to send moneyto their families.The community has beenaccommodating, Hendersonsaid. A local baker has invitedBawary to show them how hemakes flat bread so they canproduce it on a larger scale forthe men. Bawary is an excellentcook and needs to open arestaurant, she said.A local farmer has also of-fered to let the men butchertheir own meat at his farm.While many of the foods theyeat are the same as Americancuisine, they eat goat andsheep but only if they areslaughtered in accordance withMuslim traditions.She added that they are re-ally good volleyball players andwould welcome a pick-upgame of volleyball. They alsoplay cricket.If anyone is interested inhelping, Henderson can bereached at 404-234-6513 or byemail at AfghanWHP@gmail.com.
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You! men who were in Afghan spe-cial forces and fled with noth-ing but the clothes they werewearing. The program hasbeen working with churchesand other organizations to findhousing, food and clothing. Acommunity is much betterequipped to help than the gov-ernment is, she said.

In Arcola, a landlord pro-vided three months free rentfor the evacuees. They cur-rently are in need of a 15-pas-senger van that can beborrowed to take the men toand from work. They do nothave drivers licenses.She said they do not needfurniture at this time but coulduse clothes (smaller than theaverage American) and serv-ices such as haircuts and den-

tal care. If multiple peoplewould step up to take themshopping for clothes and gro-ceries, it would be a big help,she said, including paying forthe sales.If anyone wants more infor-mation or wish to help themen, Henderson can bereached at 404-234-6513 or byemail at AfghanWHP@gmail.com.
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