
By Daniel L. ChamnessThe Tuscola Warriorsavenged their loss to MaconMeridian on Wednesday.Not only did they avenge thedouble overtime loss from fivedays earlier, they left Maconwith the Central Illinois Con-ference Tournament Trophy.Meridian hosted the TuscolaWarriors and the long awaitedCentral Illinois ConferenceTournament Title was awardedto the Warriors after theydowned Meridian 49-47. Thegame was delayed by 12 days,due to weather, and was thesecond time the two Class 1Astate ranked teams played eachother in five days. At the timeof the second encounter,Meridian was ranked seventhin the Class 1A poll, while Tus-cola was ranked 10th in thesame poll. The last poll postedwas dated Feb. 16."Tuscola played a hell of agame tonight," said MeridianCoach Shannon Houser. "Tus-cola outplayed us. We need toplay our game and that did nothappen tonight. I told Jalen(Quinn) when we shook handsthat we will meet again for partthree of this war. They took us

out of our rhythm tonight. Con-grats to them."The two teams could meetagain on March 4 at the Effing-ham St. Anthony SectionalFinal, but there are a fewgames to be won before that,by both teams. The Warriorshave taken the first step, win-ning the first game of the Ar-cola Regional on Saturday.The first contest betweenthe pair of teams was a doubleovertime game and the secondgame, came down to the finalminute of regulation. As he hasdone many times in his career,Tuscola senior Jalen Quinnproved himself to be a bigmoney play, scoring seven ofhis total 27 points scored dur-ing the game came during thefinal five minutes of the game.The Loyola University-boundsenior started the scoring with4:17 left to play by hitting apair of free throws. That pair ofcharity tosses gave Tuscola aslim one-point lead, 40-39. Italso gave them the lead forgood."There are not too manytimes you get a shot to redeemyourself less than a week afterplaying a team,' said Jalen

Quinn. "Everyone stepped uptonight. Josiah (Hortin) hit abig three point. We just tried tocontest their shots and makethem earn their points. We areplaying our best basketballright now as it should be."Quinn would follow thatwith a pair of buckets, the finalone being at the 1:40 mark.With only 19.9 seconds to play,he put the finishing touches on,hitting both charity tossesawarded him. At that point, theWarriors held a 48-44 lead andto retake the lead, the Hawkswould need two trips down thefloor.The fourth quarter com-menced with Tuscola leading35-32. With a trey from Hawksenior guard Riley Day at7:45, the two teams we knot-ted up at 35-35. Drew Hurel-brink sunk a free throw 30seconds later and meridiantook a 36-35 lead. The twoteams played tug-of-war withthe score as Jordan Quinn an-swered with a bucket as theWarriors retook the lead.Mekhi Phillips scored at 5:25and again at 4:35. The War-riors stepped out of boundswith the ball twice and

Phillips capitalized on the sec-ond unforced turnover."It was the greatest feelingin the world to be back out onthe court," said James Parsley,who was returning from injury."I think they are a top team inthe state, but so are we. We arelooking forward to matchingup with them again, but firstwe have to get through re-gional and first round of sec-tional."Tuscola would post twomore wins since their win overMeridian. They would thumpboth Sullivan 53-25 in theirfinal regular season game,which took place on Fridaynight. On Saturday, they wouldhost Heritage in the first gameof the regional, beating them76-22 in Tuscola. Quinn scored21 points in each of the con-tests. He was the only one indouble figures against Sullivan.In the win over Heritage, bothChris Boyd and Thomas Brownjoined him in double figures.Each athlete had 10 points.Tuscola is 25-6. They finishthe CIC season with a 6-1 markand earn a share of the overallconference title."We improved defensively

tonight," said Justin Bozarth,Tuscola's head coach. "We gavethem too many opportunitieslast Friday. We had a bit moredetermination to stop themtonight. You have to be toughand stand in front of them and

keep them in front of you.These games are building up inintensity and of importance.This was a competitive, re-spectful game. We feel goodabout where we are and thepotential of what we could do."
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Tuscola senior James Parsley (11) holds up the central illinois conference Tournament Trophy for all to see. sharing in the moment with the senior, who was returning from injury,
is the Tuscola varsity basketball team, the Tuscola cheerleading squad and the Tuscola coaching staff. Photo by Daniel L. Chamness.

James Parsley looks around the court and weighs his op-
tions as he keeps the ball away from meridian guard mekhi
Phillips. Parsley, who did not play in the first game between the
two state ranked teams, was instrumental in defensively
thwarting the Hawks and helping Tuscola earn a win. Photo by
Daniel L. Chamness.

Warriors win CIC tourney trophy




