
By David PorterTuscola’s Jarman Center is notclosing, its owners say, but they aregetting out of the congregate livingbusiness, and the building is forsale.Sally Foote and Tom Woldbought the former hospital at auc-tion in 1990. Foote is a now-retiredveterinarian who still teaches andmentors. Wold’s background is inengineering and math. He said hecame to the area with the idea ofcompleting his Ph.D. in engineeringat the University of Illinois butchanged his mind and poured all ofhis energy into Jarman Center.Foote said they wanted to helpkeep medical facilities in Tuscola,and the building was used for that

purpose for several years. The mar-keting approach for clinics, though,is to be visible on the highway, soclinics that started at Jarman even-tually migrated to U.S. 36. The cou-ple wanted to offer assisted livingin the building, but the renovationcosts and red tape needed to be-come licensed proved to be over-whelming. “There’s a lot of politicsin health care,” Foote said.Carle was the first one to locatea clinic at Jarman Center. Foote saidthey made it clear from the startthat they planned to relocate afterbuilding up a clientele. ProvenaCare then moved in and was therefor several years until their busi-

at leFt, conner leech loses his hat as he flies down the hill at Wimple Park last week. Freezing rain followed by snow dumped 9.5 to 10
inches of snow on tuscola, according to the national Weather Service. other areas of Illinois received up to 15 inches with daily snowfall records
broken in Peoria, Springfield, and lincoln. Scores of accidents were reported and highways were closed in parts with a lot of truck traffic directed
to tuscola (bottom). tuscola schools closed for three days. a lot of kids took advantage of the snow days by sledding at Wimple Park. at left, the
girl scouts built a container with loaner sleds for those who didn’t have their own. autumn taylor troop leader for troop 2790, said girls in grades
K-10 earned gold, bronze and silver awards for the sled caddy project. See more photos on page 10. Photos by David Porter and Jennie Porter.

jarman center remains open for events, overnight stays and busi-
ness offices but is closing its senior living service. File photo.
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DCHD closure datesThe Douglas County Health Departmentwill be closed Feb. 11, 17 and 21.
Museum programThe Douglas County Museum will hostthe program “Pre-Civil War Quilts: SecretCodes to Freedom on the Underground Rail-road’ on Feb. 17 from 7-8:30 p.m. The pro-gram will be presented on Zoom. A link tothe program will be posted on the mu-seum’s Facebook page.
Soccer registrationSpring Soccer registration is open tillMarch 1. Kindergarten practices and gamesare at Ervin Park. Grades 1–12 travel withinthe local area. Contacttuscolasoccer@gmail.com or message Tus-cola Soccer Club on their Facebook page.
Need swim coachesThe Tuscola Torpedoes Swim Team islooking for advance youth swimmers whowould be interested in volunteering as as-sistant swim coaches, under the trainingand supervision of experienced swimcoaches.Interested volunteers can send inquiresand questions to torpedoesheadcoach@gmail.com.
Library activitiesStoryTime every Tuesday, 10 a.m. onFacebookFeb. 9, Film Discussion–Scott Pilgrim vsthe World 6 p.m.Feb. 17, Cooking with Marla, 6 p.m. onFacebookFeb 21, Crafter’s Corner 5 p.m.Feb. 23, Book Discussion–Fathers andSons 6 p.m.Every Saturday is Tech Drop-In from 10a.m. to 12 noon. Come get help with yourdevices.
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FFA Alumni
host annual
pie auction
Saturday

See JARMAN CENTER on page 7

Jarman ends its senior living service,
remains open for events, offices, B&B

Parents complain of ‘mixed messages’
School drops mask mandate

The Tuscola FFA Alumni Association’s pieauction and chili supper returns Saturday,Feb. 12, with some new twists and new faces.The event begins at 5:30 p.m. with the auc-tion at 7 p.m. at the Tuscola CommunityBuilding. There are 25 homemade pies to beauctioned, and the dinner includes chili fromTa’Carbon, baked potato bar, hot dogs, dessertand a drink.This year’s event includes a “Kiss the Pig”contest with five local farmers competing. At-tendees can donate money to vote for theircandidate to kiss the pig. Whichever jar endsup with the most money will determine who“gets to” kiss the pig, a big pot belly. Contest-ants are John Rairden, Sean Miller, SteveWarters, Dennis Opperman and Jerrod Baird.Among the new faces, Cory Green is nowpresident of the FFA Alumni succeeding Den-nis Opperman, who has served in that capac-ity for 10 of the past 12 years. The alumnigroup is in its 20th year, and this is the 17thyear for the pie auction.Opperman said the alumni group got itsstart after the school district stopped offeringag classes in 1987. The classes were restoredin 2000.
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By David Porter
and Peter HancockMasks are now optional at Tus-cola schools for teachers and stu-dents. Superintendent GaryAlexander said masks continue tobe recommended.The decision follows a Sanga-mon County Circuit Court ruling byJudge Raylene Grischow thatgranted a temporary restrainingorder (TRO) blocking certainschools, but not Tuscola’s, from en-forcing the state’s masking man-date. The state has appealed thedecision.Some parents have reached out

to the Review due to what they sayis mixed messaging from the Tus-cola school district. In an email toparents, Alexander said, “At thistime, we are working with the dis-trict’s legal counsel to review thejudge’s decision and will communi-cate with you as soon as possibleregarding whether this ruling im-pacts Tuscola [Community UnitSchool District 301] students andstaff or does not have any bearingon Tuscola CUSD #301. Until then,I ask for your patience.”Alexander noted in the emailthat the ruling does not apply toIllinois High School Association

(IHSA) and Illinois ElementarySchool Association (IESA) events.The parents who reached outhad caught wind of another emailsent only to teachers and con-firmed by multiple sources. Thatemail from Alexander acknowl-edged that the TRO “does not havejurisdiction over us. However, theTuscola Board of Education has in-terpreted, with legal advice, thatany person that challenges themask mandate would win if theyfiled a lawsuit.”The email further stated that“the Board Members are in supportof allowing students and staff to

make the choice of wearing a mask.… I have instructed the principalsthat we will not enforce the maskrule pending the appellee [sic]court decision.”Asked to clarify the school’s di-rection, Alexander said the last voteby the Board was taken in July,which was to follow CDC guide-lines. He noted that the vote wasprior to the governor’s mask man-date “that removed local control.”He said there was a discussionabout masks in August but no vote.He said the district is “going to the
See MASK MANDATE on page 3

See PIE AUCTION on page 3




