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current ffa alumni officers are front row, left to right: Kathie clapper, vice president, and
tammy Kresin, treasurer. Back row: cory Green, president, michelle Simpson, and elizabeth mits-
darfer, secretary. Submitted photos.

“Kathie Clapper was thebrainchild behind the alumnichapter,” Opperman said. Itstarted with a dozen mem-bers and peaked at more than40 members. It’s now downto about 25 members, andOpperman said the group islooking to increase thosenumbers.The pie auction is thebiggest fundraiser the groupdoes, but there are a lot ofprojects for the funds raised.Opperman and Green saidthe group provides scholar-ships, helps FFA students payfor their blue jackets and tobe able to attend leadershipcamps and state and nationalFFA conventions. It helpswith supplies for the studentFFA and has even helpedmake Christmas better forpeople in need. It also helpedbuild a greenhouse at thehigh school. “We’re the
lifeblood to the [student]chapter,” Opperman said.Agriculture still accountsfor about 10 percent of the

jobs in America, Green said.FFA helps students with per-sonal growth, confidence,public speaking and in manyother ways. He said he thinksit’s an oft-overlooked class. “Ithink they really depend onus.”Green and Oppermanpointed out others who havehelped the alumni associa-tion grow, such as TammyKresin and Cindy Little aswell as Clapper. Greenpraised the commitment thatOpperman has made over theyears.The pie auction is con-ducted by Doug Rund of Pe-sotum, usually with help frombid catcher Jim Kleiss.The alumni group meetsfour or five times a year,Green and Opperman said,and they welcome new mem-bers. Members do not have tobe farmers or involved withagriculture. For more infor-mation, search for TuscolaFFA Alumni on Facebook.
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original board voted on plan.At least until the AppellateCourt makes a ruling.”Masking was also part of thedistrict’s back-to-school plannegotiated with the teacher’sunion. The union released astatement Monday that theyare waiting to see what the ap-pellate court does.One parent, who asked foranonymity out of fear of reper-cussions, stated, “Part of myconfusion is that I have heardfrom multiple sources, who arerequesting to stay anonymous,that school employees receiveda separate email from Mr.Alexander stating that themask mandate will not be en-forced at school.”Another parent said theylearned from the school officethat masks would be recom-mended but not mandatory. “Idon’t think the email [to par-ents] fully said that, directly.”On Monday numerousteachers and students shedtheir masks.By contrast, Arcola schoolsare keeping their mask man-date in place. “Since we havebeen advised by legal counselthat the court decision does

not apply directly to the ArcolaSchool district … we are re-quired to continue to followthe current mandates,” saidSupt. Dr. Tom Mulligan. Arcolaand Tuscola schools share thesame attorney.Mulligan continued, “Sincemaking a change to the mask-ing requirement would beagainst the current,required mandates for the Ar-cola School District, I do notfeel that this can be an admin-istrative decision. Any substan-tive change in the plan wouldneed to be brought up, dis-cussed, and acted upon at apublic board meeting.”Gov. JB Pritzker stated Mon-day, “The judge's decision cul-tivates chaos for parents,families, teachers and schooladministrators across thestate, and I've asked AttorneyGeneral Kwame Raoul to seekto have the ruling overturnedwith all possible speed,”Beginning in August 2021,Pritzker issued a series of exec-utive orders related to the re-opening of public schools.They included a requirementthat schools enforce a maskmandate for all students, staffand visitors; that they requireall school personnel either bevaccinated or submit to weekly

testing, and that they excludefrom school premises for spec-ified periods of time any stu-dent or staff member who testspositive for COVID-19 or whohas been in close contact withsomeone who has.The Illinois Department ofPublic Health and the IllinoisState Board of Education thenissued a series of emergencyrules to implement the execu-tive orders.Parents, students and, insome cases, teachers suedroughly 170 school districtsacross the state seeking toblock those mandates. Thosecases were eventually consoli-dated and transferred to Sang-amon County.In her ruling Friday,Grischow said that at the timethe emergency rules were is-sued, the Department of PublicHealth had known aboutCOVID-19 for well over a yearand a half and that vaccineshad been around for more thannine months. She then ques-tioned why the rules could nothave been developed under thenormal process which wouldhave allowed for public com-ment and legislative review.She also noted that statelaw gives the Department ofPublic Health authority to

issue vaccine mandates. Butin this case, IDPH did notissue such a mandate, thegovernor did, and then theState Board of Education is-sued rules to carry out thegovernor’s order – somethingshe said was an improperdelegation of an executivebranch agency’s authority.“The court cannot find (nordid any party provide) any lawenacted by the state Legisla-ture that grants the IDPH theauthority to delegate andtransfer its duties and respon-sibilities to ISBE and localschool districts,” Grischowwrote.She also found that exclu-sion from school buildings wasa form of quarantine, andunder state law, people whoare ordered quarantined havea right to challenge the order incourt and receive due process.

Her order strikes down sev-eral provisions of the emer-gency rules IDPH and ISBEissued in September andspecifically restrains the agen-cies from requiring school dis-tricts to enforce maskmandates without a lawfulquarantine order from a localhealth department.It also restrains them fromrequiring districts to excludeunvaccinated individuals fromthe premises who object toweekly testing without firstproviding them due process.And it restrains them from ex-cluding individuals who aredeemed a close contact with aconfirmed or probable COVID-19 case without providingthem due process.The attorney general’s of-fice filed immediate noticesof appeal in the cases and onMonday filed motions asking

for an emergency stay of theorder pending the appeal.“These requirements –which have provided safetyand stability to students, teach-ers, and schools for months –allow schools to protect theirstudents and staff while pro-viding an opportunity to re-turn to in-person learning,” themotion stated.As of Monday afternoon, the4th District Court of Appealshad not yet ruled on the mo-tion for an emergency stay.
The second half of this report

was provided by Peter Hancock
of Capitol News Illinois, a non-
profit, nonpartisan news service
covering state government and
distributed to more than 400
newspapers statewide. It is
funded primarily by the Illinois
Press Foundation and the
Robert R. McCormick Founda-
tion.
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you may be feeling romantic lately, but there will be little
time to act upon it. Bide your time for a week or two until you
can spend time with a special someone.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, craft an eclectic guest list for an upcoming party you’re
hosting. The more points of view you can hear, the more en-
gaging the event will be.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, a loved one needs you and you’re the right person for
the job. Find a way you can lend a hand. Your efforts won’t go
unnoticed and pitching in will prove its own reward.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, you may need to tighten the purse strings in the days
ahead. Limit purchases only to the necessities for the next few
weeks until you feel more secure.

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, bring people together is your specialty. Put your talents
to use and encourage friends and family to get together for
some fun. The party will be welcomed by all.

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Someone in your life could be at a crossroads, Virgo. Lend an
open ear if he or she needs to talk. Your support will be well-
received and recriprocated when the time comes.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, your talents will be in high demand in the days and
weeks ahead. Take things one task at a time and embrace the
responsibility and trust.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, you usually are outgoing, but this week you may feel
shy and reserved. Stick closer to home if you’re not feeling the
social scene right now.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, now is the time to spread a little good cheer. Let
others know how much you care and encourage them to do
the same. This will have a positive effect on everyone’s mood.

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Activities that have you working in a group go as planned,
Capricorn. Your willingness to work with others and set a good
example is highly valued.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, a brief separation from someone special in your life
has you feeling melancholy. Surround yourself with friends to
brighten your mood as much as possible.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Treat yourself to a meal at a favorite restaurant or go on a little
retail therapy spree. You deserve a little pampering.




