
By Mike MonahanARCOLA –Tuscola fansstayed around on the floor ofNancy Stiff Gymnasium Friday.There was a great reason forthat as the Warriors won theClass 1A boys’ basketball re-gional title with a 56-33 tri-umph over Arcola, a team itbeat 44-28 on Dec. 21 also atArcola.Loyola University Chicagorecruit, Jalen Quinn, a 6-3 sen-ior, scored 32 points, includingthe first 10 points of the gameand the defense held Arcola to3-14 (214) shooting from thethree-point line as Tuscola im-proved to 27-6 and winners ofsix straight games.“It (winning the regional)feels really good,” said Tuscolacoach Justin Bozarth. “It is atestament to the kids and howhard they work. They putthemselves in position to playin this atmosphere and ingames like this because of howhard they invest in perfectingand just a commitment of get-ting better for our program. Iam thrilled for the kids be-cause their work ethic paysoff.”It was the first regional titlefor Tuscola since the seniorswere freshmen in the 2018-19season when they won a Class2A regional title beating Unity51-44 at Heritage.The only other Class 1A re-gional title was 2007-08 whenthe Warriors beat Chrisman63-61 at Chrisman.Overall it was the 18th inthis history of the program andthe first regional title was in1938.“The end of the first half wasbig,” said Bozarth, who is in hisfifth year with a 93-46 recordprior to the Warriors at Effing-ham St. Anthony sectionalsemifinal game, which wasTuesday. “It was a very lowscoring game, which playedright into Arcola’s hands. Theydid a great job in the first quar-ter of grinding out possessionsand being patient and gettingwhat they wanted. It forced usto guard for a long time and itis tiring to guard for a longtime. Late in the second quar-ter we went on a run and kindof sped them up. We got a cou-ple of easy transition layupsout of that and that was kind ofthe difference.”The 27 wins in a season isthe best since the 2000-2001team went 27-4 in 2000-01.Arcola never led in the gamethat was tied four times, all inthe first 9:27.“I felt like the middle of thesecond quarter we were in areally good spot and they had alittle 8-0 burst that we couldnot quite bounce back from,”

said Arcola coach Greg Gisi-inger. “We kind of hung aroundthere, but then they did thesame thing in the last part ofthe third quarter where theyhad a ltburts. You know we justcould not come up with looseballs or could or not quitemake the shot to kind of keepus in it.Hats off to them, they arevery, very good,” said Gisingerof Tuscola. “They are very wellcoached, have big kids and theyhave a lot of them. They haveshooters. I think they have agood chance of making a run tothe final four.”A scary moment occurredfor Tuscola fans when with4:27 left in the third quarterJalen Quinn went in for a layupand went down on the court,where he was for a few min-utes.“I was just going in for thelayup and it was a physical playand I came down on my handwrong,” said Quinn. “At first itkind of just shocked my hand. Ikind of lost feeling in it. Ithought I broke my hand atfirst. I just waited a couple ofminutes and my feeling cameback and I was ready to go. It isgoing to be sore for a couple ofdays, but I will be good.”Bozarth didn’t know it couldhave been that serious jokinglysaying, “ I think he was takinghis own media time-out.”

With Quinn out it didn’tmatter as Tuscola went on a 7-0 run after the Purple Ridershad battled to within seven.“That kind of sealed thegame when Jalen went out,”said Bozarth. “ I think it relaxedsome of the other guys becauseit forced them to be playmak-ers and scorerst at this pointthe whole group settled down.Jordan (Quinn, Jalen’s brother,who is a 6-2 sophomore) madea couple of baskets one on anoffensive rebound and onewhere Josiah Hortin made agreat kick out pass to Jordanfor a three-pointer. ColtonMusgrave had a basket.”Tanner Thomas, a freshmanfor Arcola, ended the run witha basket for a 37-25 game latein the third. It was also whenQuinn returned.Tuscola went on an 8-0 runwith all points by Jalen Quinnfor a 45-25 advantage with4:34 remaining in the gamestarting with a three-pointer toend the third quarter.The Tuscola defense heldArcola to just 35 field goal at-tempts.“To start the game we werenot as sharp in our man-to-mand as we wanted to be,” saidBozarth. “So, we kind of triedto change the pace a little bitjust to get our guys refocusedand they finally settled in a lit-tle bit and guarded much bet-

ter in the second half and re-bounded much better also. It istough with a kid like Beau Ed-wards with his motor. I toldhim after the game he is one ofmy favorite players not fromTuscola because of how hardhe plays in every sport he does.We had trouble controlling himearly (scored nine of the first12 points for the Purple Riders,who finished 17-11) As thegame wore on we had differentguys guarding him and we justtried to wear him down overthe course of time.”Jalen Quinn was 14-of-24(.583) from the field, including4-of-8 from beyond the three-point line with a team-highseven rebounds.“He is a special player,” saidBozarth. “He lives for gameslike this with high stakes. Obvi-ously he is the focal point ofwhat we do and he is a lot ofthe focal point of what every-one else is trying to do. He justdoes a terrific job of stayingcomposed and of course ithelps that he made a couple ofshots to start the game and itsettled us into the game. Hekind of controls the pace.

When you have a guy like thatat times you just let him go. Ascoaches we laugh sometimesbecause we just stay out of theway.”Arcola was led by Edwardswith 16 points.As for his brother makingsome big baskets and beingable to play with him in the re-gional title Jalen Quinn said, “Itwas a big part of the gamewhen I was out. My brother hasworked so hard for that mo-ment. I have seen it right in myeyes. It is something (winninga regional together) we havegrown up and wanted to doour whole lives. We finally gethere in this big position andwin a regional championshiptogether and it means theworld to me and I am superproud of him”Neither team had a lot ofturnovers with eight by Arcolaand five by Tuscola, includingnone in the second half.“I remember being in mid-dle school I would come toTuscola games and see us notbeing very good.but you couldtell the kids were working at itand wanted to be better,” said

Jalen Quinn. “When I got hereas a freshman all I wanted todo was be better and learnfrom the upperclassmen. I feellike I learned a lot from themand now I am trying to pass itdown to the younger kids. Wealways talk about building thebrand at Tuscola and I feel likethat has been our motto thelast four years. Build the brandand get better each and everyday and I feel like we havedone that.”
Arcola 10 5 10 8–33
Tuscola 12 12 16 16–56

TUSCOLA: Preston Brown 2-0-4, Jalen
Quinn 14-0-32, Josiah Horton 2-4-8, Colton
Musgrave 2-0-4, Jordan Quinn 2-0-5, Easton
Cunningham 0-0-0, James Parsley 0-0-0,
Dylan Homann 0-0-0, Rajan Patel 0-0-0,
Jackson Barrett 0-0-0, Jordan Sachez 0-0-0,
Haven Hatfield 0-0-0, Thomas Brown 0-0-0,
Chris Boyd 1-0-2, Totals 23-5-56

ARCOLA: Alex Kuhns 2-1-5, Beau Ed-
wards 7-1-16, Austin Kutz 0-0-0, Tanner
Thomas 2-0-4, Mitchel Myers 2-0-5, Ryan
Lindstrom 0-0-0, Aldo Garcia 0-0-0, Tyson
Lewis 0-0-0, Jackson Miller 1-0-3, Branden
Shonkwiler 0-0-0, Totals 14-2-33

3-point goals: Tuscola 5-13 (.385) Jalen
Quinn 4, Jordan Quinn 1. Arcola 3- 14 (.214)
Edwards 1, Thomas 1, Myers 1. Free throws:
Tuscola 5-8 .625, Arcola 2-4 .500. Rebounds:
Tuscola 25 (Jalen Quinn 7), Arcola 19 (Ed-
wards, Thomas 4). Turnovers: Tuscola 5, Ar-
cola 8. Shooting percentages: Tuscola 23-40
(.575), Arcola 14-35 (.400).
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Celebration tiMe: tuscola senior James Parsley, who held the Central illinois Conference tournament trophy as well, holds the illinois High school association Class 1a regional Championship
Plaque won by the tuscola Warriors as they downed the arcola Purple riders. the state-ranked Warriors now move onto the effingham st. anthony sectional, where they will play against the st.
anthony bulldogs in the first round of the sectional tonight. Photo by Daniel L. Chamness.

Haven Hatfield looks around the court and decides what
to to with the ball. Providing defense for arcola is Michael
Myers. Hatfield, a tuscola senior, helped his team win and move
on to the st. anthony sectional in effingham. Provided both tus-
cola and Macon Meridian win their first round games, the two
teams could meet for a third time for the sectional champi-
onship. Photo by Daniel L. Chamness.

Quinn leads Tuscola to Class 1A regional title




