
By Daniel L. ChamnessIt was a season far betterthan most of the Tuscola LadyWarriors expected.After losing two former starsto graduation, the Lady Warriorsrose up, won a Central IllinoisConference Tournament Titleand finished second in the Mon-ticello Holiday Hoopla to theteam that Ironically would endtheir season last week in theTuscola Sectional, the NeogaLady Indians. Neoga won a 41-34 decision to end the Lady War-rior season at 23-8. They were6-1 in the Central Illinois, losingonly to Clinton. They were sec-ond overall in the league."We knew coming into thisgame, Tuscola was extremelywell coached," said Neoga headcoach ??. "We knew coming inthat we could not just focus onone person. Defense won usthis game tonight. We neededto calm down a little bit."Tuscola raced out to an earlylead in the game, but Neoga ledby three points at the end of thefirst break. Lady Warrior juniorguard Ella Boyer cut the lead to13-12 with a pair of free throwsmade with 7:12 to play in thefirst half. The Lady Indians neverrelinquished the lead and wouldscore the next six points, eventhough by the middle of the sec-ond quarter, a couple of the LadyIndians were in foul trouble.Tuscola would enter the finalminute of the first half down by

six points, but Izzy Wilcoxdrained a three-pointer from theleft wing to cut the Neoga lead to22-19 at halftime.The Warriors would keeppace in the third quarter andonce again close the quarterwith a trey. This one was nailedby Boyer with :58 to play. Theywould get within two points ona free throw by Harley Woodardat the 6:31 mark of the finalstanza, but would get no closer.Negoa would be ahead by seven,at 5:07, when Haylee Campbellhit a bucket. Seven points wouldbe the finishing total, but theywould lead by as many as 10when Avery Fearday nailed heronly bucket of the game withonly 3:00 to play. The bucketstretched the lead to 39-29.Ella Boyer led the Warriorswith 12 points. The junior wassupported by SophiaKremitzki. who finished withseven, Maddie Stahler, who fin-ished with five. The scoringwas rounded out by SydneyMoss (four points), Woodard(three points) and Wilcox(three points)."They are the most togetherteam that seen all year," saidTim Kohlbecker, Tuscola'shead coach. "We did not shootwell tonight. We were at 29percent from the field andaround 50 percent fgrom thecharity stripe. The seniors weare losing are high quality bas-ketball players. They have been

with me for four years and I amgoing to miss them. The ath-letes played in the title game offour different tournaments andwon two of those tournaments.They had a great year."While the Tuscola LadyWarrior basketball team willnot be going to state as a team,they will be represented.Kremitzki, a senior captain,won the three-point shootingcontest at the Tuscola Sectionaland will represent the sectionaland the Lady Warriors at state.In the sectional competition,Kremitzki won with nine treys.She made her nine from the leftwing, the right wing and the topof the key."I am super excited to be inthe three-point shooting," saidKremitzki. "I am lucky that Ihave been able to stretch outmy senior year of basketballand wear my uniform for acouple more weeks."She advanced and did nothave to participate in atiebreaker. Tri-County seniorMegan Houlihan was the otherathlete to advance in the threepoint shooting contest. She fin-ished with eight in the openinground and bucketed five in thetiebreaking round to advance.There are 16 competitors thatwill be competing in the IHSAClass 1A Queen of the Hill. The1A shooters will shoot firstthing on Saturday morning.
The participants check in at7:45 a.m. at Redbird Arena.The shooting will start at 8:30a.m. If she wins the 1A title, shewill advance to the Overall

Queen of the Hill to shootagainst then other three win-ners at 12:45 p.m. or immedi-ately following the Class 1Atitle game, which is scheduledto start at 11 a.m.Stahler was also involvedin the three point shootingcontest sinking five in the

opening round."It was a little nerve rack-ing," said Stahler of the sec-tional three-point shootingcontest. "I am so happy I madeit to that round and got an op-portunity to shoot. There weresome great shooters in the sec-tionals."
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tuSCola SeNior Sophia Kremitzki (left) poses with her fel-
low senior tri-County's Megan houlihan after the three point
shooting contest at tuscola. the two proudly display their ihSa
envelopes giving them entrance into redbird arena at illinois
State university for the Queen of the hill three-point Shooting
Contest. Photo by Daniel L. Chamness.

taylor MuSgrave (4) handles the ball in tuscola's sec-
tional opening game against Neoga. the Warriors lost a 41-34
decision and ended their season with over 20 wins. Photo by
Daniel L. Chamness.

tuSCola SeNior CaptaiN Sophia Kremitzki looks down-
court and dribbles around a Neoga player. While Kremitzki and
the rest of the lady Warriors ended their 2021-2022 season as
a team, she will get a chance to continue on as a three-point
shooter in the Queen of the hill Contest at illinois State univer-
sity. Photo by Daniel L. Chamness.

Maddie Stahler (24), a tuscola senior, prepares to dribble between two Neoga players at
the ihSa Class 1a Sectional hosted by tuscola. Stahler was one of the senior mainstays on the
team and ended her career after playing four years. Photo by Daniel L. Chamness.

Tuscola ends season with 23-8 mark




